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The  Waving  Nurses  of  Tan  Son  Nhut

The  Rest  of  the  Story  ....

We’ve  closed  a  loop  on  a  piece  of  the  past.  
In  the  photo  at  right,  Bryan  Lighthouse  is  
presenting  a  “thank-­you”  plaque  to  Maj.  
Ruth  Sidisin  at  Tan  Son  Nhut  Air  Base  
RVN  in  1968.  Maj.  Sidisin  was  the  famous  
nurse  who  started  a  tradition  of  standing  on  

and  waving  at  the  SPs  who  passed,  late  in  
the  afternoon,  for  shift  change.  They  were  
headed  for  Bravo  Sector,  Charlie  Sector,  
Delta  Sector,  or  Base  Police  guard  posts.  

the  .50  Cal.  in  this  photo.)

In  April  2010,  LM  205  Bill  Paddock  
presented  now-­retired  Lt  .Col.  Ruth  Sidisin  

Cain.  Don  Poss  had  VSPA  Sisterhood  caps  made  up  with  the  two  nurses  names  monogrammed  

this  task.  It  was  an  honor  to  present  these  lovely  ladies  with  this  recognition  from  the  VSPA.”

Bill  Paddock,  
LM  #205,NKP,  
56th  SPS,  68-­69,  
presents  the  joint  
proclamations  to  
the  Waving  Nurses;;  
Ruth  Sidisin  (left)  
and  Dee  Reiter  
(right).
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In  the  last  issue  of  Guardmount  we  printed  
a  copy  of  the  VSPA  Joint  Proclamation  that  
Bill  Paddock  presented  to  Ruth  Sidisin  on  

and  had  the  pleasure  of  that  daily  wave  

issue  is  a  copy  of  the  similar  VSPA  Joint  
Proclamation  that  Bill  presented  to  Dee  

Below  is  a  copy  of  the  note  that  Dee  sent  to  

us  all  for  this  special  recognition,  and  for  keeping  all  the  nurses  safe  during  their  tours  at  Tan  
Son  Nhut.
(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  I’m  betting  that  Steve’s  the  one  who  received  this  note  personally  because  he’s  the  guy  who  
did  the  police  work  to  track  down  the  waving  nurses  so  VSPA  could  reconnect  with  them.)
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VIETNAM  SECURITY  POLICE  ASSOCIATION

NEWELL  SWARTZ,  PRESIDENT

(602)  437-­1154

The  Sisterhood  of  the  Vietnam  Security  Police  Association  has  conferred  

demonstrated  moral  support  and  encouragement  to  the  men  of  the  

men  of  the  377th  SPS.  Every  evening  as  they  drove  past  the  nurse’s  quarters  

simple  gestures  would  appear  inconsequential  in  a  world  of  tragedy  and  
death.      

to  the  scornful  actions  of  war  protestors  of  that  era  and  one  can  understand  
why  those  “simple  gestures”  were  so  heartfelt  forty  plus  years  ago  that  
many  of  the  men  today  still  recall  “the  Waving  Nurses”.  

continued:  that  the  last  thing  the  men  of  the  377th  going  into  harm’s  way  
saw  was  a  smiling  face  and  a  show  of  support  from  one  or  more  of  the  
“Waving  Nurses”.

Reiter,  a  gallant  nurse  and  a  friend  when  we  needed  a  friend  the  most.

Vietnam  Security  Police  Association                          VSPA  Sisterhood
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President’s  Corner

Guardmount.  The  hotel  is  located  right  on  the  Riverwalk  and  close  to  The  Alamo.  

VSPA  

History  Book

detail  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  Completing  these  tasks  has  required  a  tremendous  amount  
of  work  from  Steve.  As  much  as  others  of  us  would  have  assisted,  these  were  issues  which  

Elections  for  President,  Vice  President,  Second  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretary  and  

demonstrated  superior  skills  and  knowledge  in  their  elected  duties,  as  well  as  making  timely  

felt  hampered  him  in  devoting  the  time  he  thought  necessary

Guardmount.  
That’s  a  lot  on  one  man’s  plate,  so  we  actively  recruited  for  a  new  Guardmount  editor.  Lucky  

is  more  and  more  likely  to  happen.  I’ll  place  the  issue  on  the  agenda  for  the  Business  Meeting,  
so  if  you  have  an  idea  try  to  work  it  up  with  some  thought.  You  can  send  your  proposal  to  

long  history  of  announcing  our  reunion  locations  two  years  in  advance,  and  of  scheduling  our  

Respectfully,  
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Board  of  Directors

   PRESIDENT   Newell  Swartz;;    Phan  Rang,  Phu  Cat  66-­67;;    roaddog2007@yahoo.com;;    602-­437-­2677
   VICE  PRESIDENT   Hector  Ramos;;    Binh  Thuy  69-­70;;    hramos926@comcast.net;;    973-­430-­1577
  SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT   Phil  Carroll;;    Takhli,  Nakhon  Phanom  70-­71;;    Tina  X768,  Charlie  2M45;;    
      ;;    503-­353-­0443
   SECRETARY   Bruce  Hadley;;    Bien  Hoa  61  -­  62;;    brunole@juno.com;;    718-­896-­1954
   TREASURER   Richard  Garcia;;    Phan  Rang  69-­70;;    cal400@optonline.net;;    516-­799-­9205
   HISTORIAN   Kelly  Bateman;;    Ubon  K-­9  70-­71;;    Baron  279M;;    texask-­9@swbell.net;;    512-­847-­9805
   PAST  PRESIDENT   Steve  Gattis;;    Cam  Ranh  Bay  68-­69;;    SGattis-­LM49@vspa.com;;    254-­898-­2647

Appointed  Staff

  MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN   Phil  Carroll;;    Takhli,  Nakhon  Phanom  70-­71;;    Tina  X768,  Charlie  2M45;;    
      ;;    503-­353-­0443
  MEMBERSHIP  ASSISTANT   Janet  Matthews-­Wise;;    Sisterhood;;    sparkplug_vspa@charter.net;;    205-­663-­7662
   K-­9  KENNEL  MASTER   Jim  Stastny;;    Korat  70-­71;;    Boots  645M;;    jimstastny@verizon.net;;    301-­482-­2659
   SERGEANT-­AT-­ARMS   Keith  Young;;    Binh  Thuy,  Phu  Cat  70-­71;;    kcy9540@aol.com;;    716-­549-­0715
   SERVICE  OFFICER   Bud  Owens;;    Binh  Thuy  66-­67;;    betbudowe@comcast.net;;    603-­778-­1990
   BX  STORE  MANAGER   Larry  Poss;;    Associate  Member;;    larry@larryposs.com;;    702-­501-­7677
   CHAPLAIN   Steve  Janke;;    Cam  Ranh  Bay  69-­70;;    Kobuc  X448;;    Jank953208@aol.com;;  
      201-­507-­9038
   CHAPLAIN   Jim  Stastny;;    Korat  70-­71;;    Boots  645M;;    jimstastny@verizon.net;;    301-­482-­2659
   CHAPLAIN   Bill  Cooley;;    Cam  Ranh  Bay  71-­72;;    Mingo  30A0    BCAJ@gvtc.com;;    830-­899-­7542
   CHAPLAIN   Jeff  Kerkhoff;;    Tan  Son  Nhut  72-­73;;    (no  email);;    626-­338-­6846
  “GUARDMOUNT”  EDITOR   Erlyce  Pekas;;    erlyce@msn.com;;    602-­574-­7089
   SAFESIDE  LIAISON   Dave  Pierson;;    Binh  Thuy  69-­70;;    swampur@att.net;;    775-­883-­7647
   PARALEGAL   Paul  Sigler;;    Cam  Ranh  Bay  65-­66;;    parazig169@att.net;;    918-­336-­3595
   WEB  ADMINISTRATOR   Larry  Poss;;    Associate  Member;;    larry@larryposs.com;;    702-­501-­7677
   WEB  MASTER   Don  Poss;;    Da  Nang  65-­66;;    Blackie  129X;;    DonPoss-­LM37@vspa.com;;    951-­325-­7244
   K-­9  WEB  MASTER   Monty  Moore;;    Da  Nang,  Phu  Cat  68-­70;;    Kobuc  X448,  Giant  A905,  Blackie  129X    
      k-­9@vspa.com;;    512-­639-­0005
  WEB  QRTROUBLESHOOTER   Gary  Jones;;    Udorn,  Phan  Rang,  Da  Nang,  Tan  Son  Nhut;;    1965;;  68-­69;;  71-­72;;
        gjones003@sc.rr.com;;    843-­851-­7427
   WEB  ADOBE  PDF  TECH   Greg  Dunlap;;    Da  Nang  68-­69;;    Blackie  129X;;    blackey@sonic.net;;    707.576.9683
   BB  FLIGHT  LEADER   Bill  Marshall;;    Phu  Cat  68-­69;;    billmarshallsaceliteguard@gmail.com;;    949-­388-­5664
   PHOTOGRAPHER   Tony  Morris;;    Cam  Ranh  Bay  69-­70;;    htmorris@gmail.com;;    219-­322-­4418
   PHOTOGRAPHER   Steve  Hall;;    Binh  Thuy  68-­69;;    hallstudio@att.net;;    714-­634-­1132
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   PHOTOGRAPHER   Lou  Reda;;    Phan  Rang  68-­69;;    loureda202@gmail.com;;    419-­668-­7591
   VSPA  SCHOLARSHIP   Jim  “Buddah”  Lebowitz;;    Bien  Hoa  66-­68;;    jlz9107@earthlink.net
   REUNION  HOSPITALITY   Sheila  Gervase-­Cain;;    Sisterhood;;    smgervase@yahoo.com;;    716-­771-­1157
   BINH  THUY  LIAISON   Lew  Goldberg;;    Binh  Thuy  68-­69;;    ojdiddoit@yahoo.com;;    417-­877-­7888
  CAM  RANH  BAY  LIAISON   Trent  Nentrup;;    Cam  Ranh  Bay  68-­69;;    trent.nentrup@gmail.com;;    812-­341-­2235
   PHU  CAT  LIAISON   Ron  Arthur;;    Phu  Cat  67-­68;;    cobranam68@aol.com;;    660-­678-­3501
   PLEIKU  LIAISON   Pat  Dunne  (Hawk);;    Pleiku  1968;;    hawk51044@aol.com;;    954-­923-­9001
  TAN  SON  NHUT  LIAISON   Charles  Penley;;  Tan  Son  Nhut  67-­69;;  Rebel  A531  cepenley@chartertn.net;;  
      423-­245-­6863
   UBON  LIAISON   Jim  Watson;;    Ubon  68-­69;;    Fritz  X704;;    jimwatk9@ca.rr.com;;    626-­806-­8463

Sisterhood

   PRESIDENT   Sheila  Gervase-­Cain;;  smgervase@yahoo.com;;    716-­771-­1157
   VICE  PRESIDENT   Janet  Matthews-­Wise;;    sparkplug_vspa@charter.net;;    205-­663-­7662                                                                
   SECRETARY   Erlyce  Pekas;;    erlyce@msn.com;;    602-­574-­7089
   CHAPLAIN   Roberta  Smith;;      lizianthus1@yahoo.com;;    614-­879-­6835
  CORRESPONDENCE  SEC.   Pam  Talbot;;    lilacroller1@comcast.net;;    815-­935-­2139

to  serve  in  the  position  -­  none  of  these  are  ceremonial  positions.

mailto:loureda202%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jlz9107%40earthlink.net%20?subject=
mailto:smgervase%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:ojdiddoit%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:trent.nentrup%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cobranam68%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:hawk51044%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:cepenley%40chartertn.net?subject=
mailto:jimwatk9%40ca.rr.com?subject=
mailto:smgervase%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:sparkplug_vspa%40charter.net?subject=
mailto:erlyce%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:lizianthus1%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:lilacroller1%40comcast.net?subject=
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current  VSPA  

The  duties  of  the  President

Enforce  the  Constitution  and  By-­Laws.  

assigned  to  his  care  and  turn  over  the  folder  to  his  successor.  

The  duties  of  the  Vice  President  and  the  Second  Vice  President
to:  
Assist  the  President  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  

President.  

assigned  to  their  care  and  turn  over  the  folder  to  his  successor.  
The  Second  Vice  President  shall  provide  oversight  for  all  record  keeping  activities  and  assist  

The  duties  of  the  Secretary

Board  of  Directors.  



8

assigned  to  his  care  and  turn  over  the  folder  to  his  successor.

The  duties  of  the  Treasurer

Act  as  Chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  if  the  committee  is  necessary.

State  and  local  governments,  the  Articles  of  Incorporation,  the  Constitution,  and  these  By-­

accordance  with  generally  accepted  accounting  practices  and  principles.  

assigned  to  his  care  and  turn  over  the  folder  to  his  successor.

The  duties  of  the  

completed  during  the  preceding  year.

assigned  to  his  care  and  turn  over  the  folder  to  his  successor.

The  “VSPA  History  Book”  Update

By  VSPA  Past-­President  Steve  Gattis

completed  properly  and  in  accordance  with  our  directions.    The  three  of  us  conducted  a  review  
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VSPA  Mug

I  woke  up  feeling  listless
My  spirits  kind  of  low
I  knew  I  couldn’t  face  the  day  
Without  a  cup  of  Jo.

I  moseyed  to  the  kitchen
Still  in  a  sleepy  mode
And  there  upon  the  counter  top

Was  standing  at  attention
And  waiting  very  patiently

I  inspected  up  and  down
Admiring  its  lines

The  heroes  standing  tall

This  cup  recalled  them  all.

So  when  I  have  my  morning  Jo
I  never  sit  alone

©  Howard  G.  Yates  (Bien  Hoa,  3rd  SPS,  67-­68)  5/25/10

(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  
to  see  the  full  line  of  VSPA  
Custom  Coffee  Mugs  at  
the  online  VSPA  BX  Store,  
including  the  one  withHoward’s  
great  poem  on  it!)

http://www.vspa.com/aspprotect/shop/shopdisplayproducts.asp?id=46&cat=+%2A%2ACustom+SP%2FAP+Coffee+Mugs
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Vietnam Security Police Association 
16th Anniversary Reunion 

San Antonio, Texas – October 6-10, 2010 
Lackland AFB and Camp Bullis 

 
The reunion will be held at the Holiday Inn Riverwalk. Room Rates are $125 a night, plus tax, and 
include breakfast for two each morning.  The rate is good for three days before and three days after 
the reunion.  Transportation from the airport is approximately $25 in a Taxi.  Parking at the hotel is 
reduced to $8.  When you check-in at the VSPA Registration Area in the hotel, you will receive a 
welcome package with reunion security identification, a commemorative reunion pin, a detailed 
itinerary, a list of attendees and local information.  The following itinerary and meals have been 
arranged for you and are included with your $138 basic registration fee: 

~ Reception dinner buffet with beer and wine, Wednesday Evening, October 6th  
~Optional Base Tour with lunch at the Gateway Club (see below for details,) Thursday, October 7th 

Or, Optional City Tour and Mexican Marketplace Shopping (see details below), Thursday, October 7th  
~Morning tour and lunch with SF troops at Lackland Air Force Base, Friday, October8th  

~ Afternoon tour at Camp Bullis, Friday, October 8th 
~ VSPA Business Meeting, Saturday Morning, October9th  

~ VSPA Sisterhood Gathering of wives and companions Saturday Morning 
~ SAFESIDE Business Meeting Saturday Afternoon October 9th 

~ Banquet Dinner with Guest Speaker, Saturday Evening, October 9th 
~ Memorial Service, Sunday Morning, October 10th  

~ Commemorative 16th Anniversary Reunion QC Pin 
~ Hospitality Room stocked with snacks & beverages ~ All associated taxes and gratuities 

 
HOTEL RESERVATIONS: Call the Holiday Inn Riverwalk at 210-224-2500 no later than 
September 5 to make your hotel reservations. 
OPTIONAL Tour of Lackland AFB with lunch at the Lackland Gateway Club on Thursday:  The fee 
is $39 in addition to your registration fee and includes bus transportation, the Security Police Museum, 
K-9 Demonstrations, Clothing Sales, the BX and lunch at the Lackland AFB Gateway Officer’s Club.  
This tour has been arranged separately so that you can choose between the tours on Thursday.  0815 to 
1530 hours. 

OPTIONAL City Tour and Shopping in the Mexican Marketplace on Thursday:  The fee is $22 and 
includes bus transportation.  You will begin with a guided tour of the city of San Antonio where you will 
discover how the city captures the spirit of Texas.  Now the eighth largest city in the United States, San 
Antonio has retained its sense of history and tradition, while carefully blending in cosmopolitan 
progress. Afterwards you will proceed to Market Square, which from early morning until late at night is 
alive with activity.  "El Mercado" has 32 shops and is patterned after an authentic Mexican market.  
There are an additional 80 specialty shops in Farmers Market Plaza!  0900 to 1500 hours. 

PLEASE USE THE REGISTRATION FORM TO REGISTER FOR OUR REUNION.  
If you have questions, please call VSPA Life Member Dennis Evans toll-free at 

1-866-672-6533 or send Email to DennisEEvans@aol.com 
Contact: The Reunion BRAT   

Phone:   (360) 663-2521 
Email:  Info@TheReunionBRAT.com 
“WE TAKE CARE OF OUR OWN.” 

mailto:DennisEEvans@aol.com
mailto:Info@TheReunionBRAT.com
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VIETNAM SECURITY POLICE ASSOCIATION 
 

REUNION REGISTRATION FORM 
 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
OCTOBER 6 – 10, 2010 

 
 
NAME ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RVN or THAI BASE__________________SQUADRON________________YEARS 19____to 19____ 

(Do not list bases outside of Vietnam or Thailand) 
RVN or THAI BASE__________________SQUADRON________________YEARS 19____to 19____ 
 
HOME ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE___________________________________EMAIL____________________________________ 
 
NAME(s) of YOUR GUEST(s)___________________________________________________________ 
 
BANQUET MEAL SELECTION:  BEEF_________CHICKEN__________ VEGETARIAN_______ 
 
PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS: __________________________________________________ 
 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY NOTIFY: __________________________________________________ 
 
IS THIS YOUR FIRST REUNION?   YES: _____ NO: ______ 
 

REGISTRATION FEES 
 
ARE YOUR ANNUAL DUES CURRENT?  RENEWALS ONLY FOR    $ 15     = $______ 
(Not for new members.  To join the VSPA, please see the attached membership information). 
   

NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING REUNION  #_______   x   $138 = $______ 
 

OPTIONAL TOUR (Thurs): Lackland AFB with lunch               #_______   x   $  39 = $______ 
 

OPTIONAL City Tour and Marketplace Shopping (Thurs)     #_______   x   $  22 = $______ 
 
 

TOTAL ENCLOSED = $______ 
 

 
PAYMENT IS DUE NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 5, 2010 

 
PLEASE SEND PAYMENTS TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS AND MADE PAYABLE TO:  
    

THE REUNION BRAT 
    50721 State Hwy 410 E  
    Greenwater, WA 98022 
    (360) 663-2521 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE ATTACHED LACKLAND AFB SECURITY FORM 
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A Confirmation of Registration and an Itinerary will be mailed to you by September 15, 2010.  A $20 per person 
cancellation fee will apply to all cancellations received within 30 days of the event.  Cancellations received within 
10 days of the event will be non-refundable.   Call the Holiday Inn Riverwalk at 210-224-2500 no later than 
September 5, 2010 to make your hotel reservations. Be sure to mention that you are with the Vietnam Security 
Police Association Reunion to receive your group rate of $125 a night, plus tax which includes breakfast. These 
prices are available 3 days before and after the reunion should you choose to extend your stay.  Parking is $8. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE REGISTRATION FORM 
 

1. The information that you provide on this form is critical for a successful reunion.   All name and base 
information will be placed on your reunion identification badge.  Guests will also receive reunion 
identification.  The reunion ID will serve as your identification throughout the reunion and must be worn, 
especially while we are in all military or government facilities.   

 
2. PLEASE PRINT or type all information clearly.  Do not use abbreviations on any portion of the registration 

form.   Your cooperation will make the processing of reunion identification badges and all security rosters a 
much more accurate process.    

 
3. RVN OR THAI BASE INFORMATION:  Please list only those bases where you served in Vietnam or 

Thailand.   When listing bases, do not abbreviate.  When listing squadrons, please indicate Air Police, 
Security Police, or specific detachments.  The information will be used on your reunion ID.  

 
4. HOME ADDRESS and MAILING ADDRESS:  We will mail your reunion confirmation to the mailing 

address listed on this form.   
 
5. LACKLAND AFB SECURITY FORM:  Please complete the attached Lackland AFB Security Form.  This 

information is essential for access to the air force base due to the enhanced security requirements.  YOU WILL 
NOT BE ALLOWED ON BASE IF YOU DO NOT COMPLETE THIS FORM. 

 
6. TELEPHONE AND EMAIL ADDRESS:  Your contact information is vital to a successful reunion.  The 

information will be part of our security roster that we must provide to the local Security Forces Squadron.  You 
will also receive a copy of this roster upon arrival at the hotel.  

 
7. NAMES OF YOUR GUESTS:  Please provide the first name, middle initial and last name of your guest(s) on 

the Registration Form as well as the Lackland AFB Security Form.   
 
8. RENEWAL OF ANNUAL DUES:  This item is a reminder for VSPA members only so that they can renew 

their dues at the time of registration if they are not current.  VSPA membership must be current in order to 
attend the reunion or bring a guest.   

 
9. VSPA MEMBERSHIP: If you are not a member of the Vietnam Security Police Association, please do not 

send $15 with this registration form.  The VSPA uses a three-step membership application process for 
approving membership.  To be eligible for membership, you must complete the following three steps: 1. Submit 
a completed application.  2. Document your service in the United States Air Force as an Air Policeman, 
Security Policeman or an Augmentee in Vietnam or Thailand during the years 1958 to 1975, and a discharge 
under honorable conditions. Your documentation of service must be a DD Form 214. Additional documents 
may in some cases be necessary. If you do not have a DD Form 214, you may submit alternate substantial proof 
of service for consideration until you are able to obtain your DD Form 214. Please remove your Social Security 
Account Number (SSAN) from the DD Form 214.  3. Submit $15 in annual dues with your application and DD 
Form 214.  The DD Form 214 is required for two reasons: 1. To prevent stolen valor.  2. Because we are a tax-
exempt, incorporated organization of war veterans as defined by the IRS in Section 501(c)(19).   

 
10. REUNION COST:  The basic registration fee of $138 is the cost per person plus any tours.  If you bring a 

guest, their registration fee is also $138 and will cover transportation, several meals and our Hospitality Room.  
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
AIR EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMAND 

 
 

SUBJECT:  Request for Visitor Access  
 

1.  Request a Visitor Access Pass for the following individual(s) for entry to the installation:  The 
Vietnam Security Police Association will be visiting Security Forces facilities and Military 
Working Dog (MWD) training areas from October 6 – 10, 2010.   
 
Please follow the example below:  

 
Last Name, First Name     Telephone #               State/Driver License#         DOB mm/dd/yy   
Doe, John D           (210) XXX-XXXX         TX./00000000                        01/15/65 
 
Last Name, First Name     Telephone #               State/Driver License#         DOB mm/dd/yy   
 
 
Last Name, First Name     Telephone #               State/Driver License#         DOB mm/dd/yy   
 
 
Last Name, First Name     Telephone #               State/Driver License#         DOB mm/dd/yy   
 
 
Last Name, First Name     Telephone #               State/Driver License#         DOB mm/dd/yy   
 

 
2.  I will inform my visitors that they must have current proof of insurance, proof of registration 
and a current/valid driver’s license.  Additionally, they were briefed that while on this installation 
all personnel and the property under their control is subject to search.   

 
3.  I understand that failure to provide any of the information requested may result in denial of 
installation access pass.   Disclosure of information is voluntary, however; this information is 
necessary for validation of identity and may result in a non-issuance determination by the issuing 
authority.  
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Warrior’s  Medal  of  Valor

By  Janet  Matthews-­Wise  (“Sparkplug”)

nominations  no  later  than  July  31,  2010  via  email  to  the  committee  for  review.  We  ask  that  you  

MSgt  Al  Matthews  with  Tribal  Chief  
Gina  Williams  the  day  he  was  
presented  his  Warrior’s  Medal  of  
Valor  by  his  Tribe  in  2004.

The  tradition  of  presenting  the  Warrior’s  Medal  of  Valor  

MSgt  Alvin  W.  Matthews  (Ret),  CRB  RVN  1971  –  1972,  

Chief  Marshall  Tall  Eagle,  a  Vietnam  veteran  who  served  

designed  the  medal  in  2002.    Soon  after,  it  was  approved  as  

was  awarded  the  Warrior’s  Medal  of  Valor.  

VSPA  reunion  he  attended  thereafter.  

medals  and  participated  in  their  presentation  in  2005,  2006,  and  2007.  

ongoing  service  to  or  for  deployed  troops  or  veterans.  
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by  Pat  Houseworth,  LM  #575,  Nha  Trang,  14th  
SPS;;  Tan  Son  Nhut,  377th  SPS,  69-­70

after  his  heroic  work,  Sgt  Luther  Wade  
Young  of  Independence,  Missouri,  was  

of  family,  friends,  former  commanders  of  

Area.    Luther  Young  displayed  disregard  
for  his  own  personal  safety  in  order  
to  located  and  identify  enemy  launch  
positions,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  

Attacks.

In  2008  his  former  Commanders,  Col  

his  actions  so  many  years  ago  with  the  3rd  Security  Police  

Luther  Young  was  located  in  his  Missouri  home,  and  with  

were  his  wife  Nancy,  his  2  daughters  and  son,  along  with  
grandchildren.    Colonels  Strones  and  Miller  were  also  on  
hand  and  made  remarks  to  the  large  crowd  at  the  ceremony.

Maj  Gen  Mary  Kay  Hertog  addressing  the  presentation,  at    
the  Defender  Statue  at  Wright  Patterson  AFB.

VSPA  member  Luther  Wade  
Young  with  his  just-­presented  
Bronze  Star  Medal  with  “V”  Device  
(earned  42  years  ago).
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(EDITOR’S  NOTE
health,  so  I  don’t  personally  know  much  about  the  VA  claims  process.  However,  I  believe  this  news  from  the  
VA’s  May  2010    “Compensation  and  Pension  Service  Bulletin”  is  hugely  important  for  anybody  who  worked  
on  a  base  perimeter  in  Thailand  and  has  herbicide-­related  medical  problems.  I’ll  quote  the  relevant  portion  
here,  and  take  the  liberty  to  highlight  what  I  think  is  the  Blockbuster  part  of  it.  I’ll  also  pass  along  a  few  hints  
that  I  gleaned  from  Kurt  Priessman,  a  retired  SkyCop  who  served  in  Thailand  and  has  successfully  dug  out  
a  lot  of  the  information  that  forced  VA  to  change  its  mind  about  Thailand  veterans.  The  whole  May  2010  
issue  of  the  bulletin  is  downloadable  from  the  VSPA  website,  at:    

  )

higher  power.  If  you’re  not,  you  can  take  the  list  of  the  diseases  to  your  family  doc  when  you  go  

.  

if  you  don’t  get  enough  information  from  your  doctor,  or  don’t  feel  your  questions  were  fully  
answered,  start  doing  some  investigating  on  your  own.  You  can  go  to  the  internet  search  engines  

a  little  information,  you  can  google  that  and  learn  more.  You  may  have  to  ask  your  doc  to  refer  
you  to  specialists  to  get  more  in-­depth  information  if  that  seems  necessary.

form  and  instructions  at:  
    

Compensation  &  Pension  Service  Bulletin  and  your  proof  of  perimeter  duty  in  Thailand.  If  you  

information  is  out  there.  

http://www.vspa.com/aspprotect/pdf/compensation-pension-sevice-bulletin-may-2010.pdf
http://www.vspa.com/aspprotect/pdf/compensation-pension-sevice-bulletin-may-2010.pdf
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/diseases.asp
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/get-service-records.html#required
http://vabenefits.vba.va.gov/vonapp/main.asp
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Phil  Carroll,  VSPA  LM  #336

Compensation & Pension
Service Bulletin

(verbatim  excerpt,  emphasis  added)

Herbicide  related  claims  from  Veterans  with  Thailand  service

where  the  Veteran  was  stationed.    

Therefore,  C&P  Service  has  

The  majority  of  troops  in  Thailand  during  the  Vietnam  era  were  stationed  at  the  Royal  Thai  

May  7,  1975.    
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To  Be  Held  By  VSPA  Member  Thailand  Dog  Handlers

First  Prize:

enamel  crest.

Military  Dog  Team  shield  gold  in  color.
Security  Police  SP  Brassard  Iraq

Second  Prize:

enamel  crest.

Military  Dog  Team  shield,  gold  in  color
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By  John  Homa,  LM  #599,  Korat,  388th  SPS  K-­9,  68-­69;;  U-­Tapao,  635th  SPS  K-­9,  70-­72    

Dog  Memorial.  This  event  honored  all  dogs  from  all  wars,  including  past  and  present  military  

assistance  dogs  who  comfort  and  help  our  wounded  veterans.  This  event  was  an  opportunity  

at:         as  of  this  printing.  

event  for  all  types  of  service  dogs.

http://www.k9veteransday.org
http://www.wbir.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=115840&catid=2
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Speech  to  K-­9  Veteran’s  Day  Gathering  -­

Imagine - Back in the mid sixties to mid seventies if you were not a volunteer but served 
somewhat willingly, it usually meant you were drafted.

going off in front of you.  All of a sudden something hot slams into your left shoulder.  Next 
thing you know you’re in a helicopter heading for a medical unit to get patched up.
Imagine -  Being on post all night and being awakened just two hours after you fell asleep 
by your buddies and being dragged down to the beach for a swim and a few beers.  But you 
go.  Could be fun!
Imagine - Being in the jungle on night patrol and looking out for booby traps and land 
mines.  Heck it’s hard enough doing it during the day let alone at night and in monsoon 
season!
Imagine - Being on post for eight hours, hopefully in mid shift, and if you’re lucky someone 
brings out the box lunches or you eat out of a can.
Imagine -Being on a scouting patrol in the jungle and feeling a sting on your leg and then 
you start to lose consciousness.  Next thing you see are bright surgery lights in the medical 
unit and some happy faces.  Someone says “same thing happened to another in the unit two 
weeks ago.  Snake got him too but he didn’t make it.”
Imagine -Talking trash with the other guys on the back of a truck going out to post and 

other’s backs.
Imagine -Your best buddy coming up to you and saying, man I zeroed out today on my 
short timer days and I’m leaving on that jet plane.  My tour is up today pal I am going 
home! I am sorry you cannot go with me.
Imagine –For years being in a concrete room with a wooden pallet for a bed and you sleep 
on the concrete because you get tired of the pallet. Or, you are chained up to a wooden 
looking bird house structure on stilts with some poorly made bedding. You are given the 
same old food to eat every day.  And what about all those mosquitoes and bug bites.
Imagine -Today’s forces doing three and four tours of duty.  Can you envision doing seven 
and eight tours back in the sixties?
Imagine -One day you are declared surplus. Surplus?  
Imagine -Being lead back into that medical unit and looking up at a few grim faces and 
feeling a pin prick in your arm and going to sleep for the last time.
Over 4000 military working dogs served in Vietnam, Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia during 
the Vietnam era and are estimated to have saved 10,000 lives. All experienced many of the 
things I have just mentioned and more. Very few returned back to the states. Some were 
sent to the Philippines or Korea. Some lived out their lives where they were stationed in 
country. Many, many more went into that medical unit for the last time.  I have been told 
stories about handlers letting their dogs go free in the jungle to fend for themselves rather 
than bring them into the kennels for the last time. They could have been just that, just stories 
but, I wish, with my three dogs, I had done that!  They were drafted and served more than 
willingly and gave their lives for this country.
By  John  Homa,  LM  #599,  Korat,  388th  SPS  K-­9,  68-­69;;  U-­Tapao,  635th  SPS  K-­9,  70-­72    
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by  Pat  Houseworth,  LM  #575,  Nha  Trang,  14th  SPS;;  Tan  Son  Nhut,  377th  SPS,  69-­70

we  waited  until  March,  and  it  worked  like  a  charm.    With  sunshine  and  temperatures  in  the  50s  

winter  was  turning  to  Spring.

tour  of  the  Museum.    Many  spent  the  night  Saturday,  and  those  still  there  Sunday  morning  were  

The  gathering  of  the  men  of  the  VSPA  on  March  6,  2010  at  the  Defender  Statue  on  the  
grounds  of  the  Air  Force  Museum  at  Wright-­Patterson  Air  Force  Base.
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Illinois,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  
our  long  distant  travelers,  Dennis  Evans  
and  Angie  Shananhan,  from  Cedar  Park,  

Jane  Leach,  for  their  assistance  in  
making  our  weekend  an  outstanding  
success  again  this  year.”

The  original  coordinators  of  the  VSPA  Mini  Reunion  in  
Dayton.  Left  to  right:    Wayne  DeZarn,  Rick  Adams,  Mike  
Tillman,  Sam  Lewis,  Jack  Smith,  and  Pat  Houseworth.

SSgt  Gene  MeHaffy  (445th  Air  Lift  Wing,  
Wright-­Patterson  AFB),  Rick  Holstein,  Jack  
the  Old  Cowboy  Smith  and  Dennis  Evans  in  
front  of  the  C-­5  Galaxy  they  toured.

Dennis  Evans  and  Jack  the  Old  Cowboy  Smith  apparently  

The  ladies  of  the  Sisterhood  at  the  Mini  Reunion  in  Dayton  are,  left  to  right,  standing:  Brenda  Ramey,  Martha  
Workman,  Patricia  Houseworth,  Sheila  Gervase-­Cain,  Angela  Shananhan,  Mary  Gearig,  Pam  Davis.  Left  to  
right,  seated:  Ruth  Lewis,  LaDonna  Gerhardt,  Roberta  Smith  and  Judy  Gianelos.
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ago  (

I  wanted  to  take  the  opportunity  to  give  you  a  report  from  the  funeral  for  one  of  our  warriors  

I’ve  ever  heard.

Thursday,  January  31,  2008
Distance  means  nothing
Current  mood:  grateful

To  All,

that  run  across  my  mind  regularly  while  serving  in  Iraq,  and  oddly  enough  I  just  happened  to  
have  a  way  to  put  it  down  in  “writing”.

complete  it  with  honor.  Everyday  I  wake  up  to  see  these  men  of  Bravo  company  take  another  
step  closer  towards  freedom.

nothing  more  than  a  guarantee  that  tomorrow  is  one  day  closer  to  home.  They  complain  not  

here.  Their  complaints  are  usually  that  the  water  they  shaved  with  this  morning,  assuming  they  
were  given  the  opportunity.

http://www.peasegreeters.org
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given  all  that  I  have  ever  asked.  My  reward  is  to  have  this  opportunity  to  serve  along  side  them.

much  a  man  as  any  one  person  you  know.  Words  can  never  convey  what  these  men  do  each  day.

Everytime  I  leave  the  wire  I  know  they  are  watching  out  for  me.  Sometimes  I  can  tell  they  

them...........Bravo  Company.

To  all  who  know  me,  you  know  that  I  love  my  wife,  my  family,  and  my  soldiers  more  than  
anything.  If  you  have  never  had  the  opportunity  to  serve  alongside  them  I  implore  you  to  speak  

America,  sleep  sound  tonight.  The  Soldiers  of  Bravo  Company  will  tuck  you  in  with  the  power  
of  freedom  and  all  that  it  offers.  They  will  ask  nothing  of  you  and  it  is  likely  they  never  will.

you  slept  well  tonight.

By  B.  Steven  Rivers;;  Tan  Son  Nhut,  377th  SPS,  67-­68;;  Bangkok  73-­75

down  on  LE.



25

Course  then  the  Captain  in  charge  of  the  security  side  (Carl  Denisio)  at  TSN,  had  to  decide  

on  the  ramps  and  parking  areas.  Plus  I  was  running  coffee  and  water  to  the  standing  posts.  I  

the  Security  Police  Blue  when  they  came  in.

needed  something  at  their  post.

BEEP)  away  

failure  to  stop  for  emergency  vehicle,  illegal  parking  on  the  terminal  and  anything  else  I  can  

BEEP)  

is  Congressman  L.  Mendel  Rivers,  Chairman  of  the  Armed  Services  Committee  and  that  he  
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Military  Working  Dogs  Adopted  at  Luke  AFB

Left  are  three  of  the  Military  
Working  Dogs  that  VSPA  
members  saw  in  action  at  last  
year’s  reunion.  Roc,  Kisma  
and  Jampy  were  with  the  
56th  SFS  at  Luke  Air  Force  
Base,  Arizona.  Our  reunion  
featured  two  outstanding  K-­9  
demonstrations,  and  these  
were  three  of  the  dogs  we  
watched.  All  three  retired  from  
active  duty  on  April  7,  and  were  
adopted  by  active-­duty  dog  
handlers.

(Left  to  right)  MWD  Jampy  was  
adopted  by  SSgt  John  Pillarella;;  
MWD  Roc  was  adopted  by  SSgt  Kyle  
Alltop,  and  MWD  Kisma  was  adopted  
by  SSgt  Phillip  Kittelson.  We  were  
also  fortunate  to  meet  all  three  of  
these  handlers  during  our  reunion  last  
October,  and  have  stayed  in  touch  with  
them.

VSPA’s  former  Kennel  Master  Bill  Cummings  shows  
off  the  shadow  boxes,  proclamations,  and  “retirement  
bones”  for  the  three  retiring  Military  Working  Dogs.  “It  
was  the  most  impressive  military  ceremony  that  I  have  
ever  attended,”  Bill  said.  “Squadron  Commander  Major  

he  did  a  great  job.”  SSgt  Justin  Kitts  was  the  Master  
of  Ceremonies  for  the  event  and  SSgt  Charles  Wilder  
assisted.  It  should  be  noted  that  Phillip  Kittelson,  John  
Pillarella,  Justin  Kitts,  and  Charles  Wilder  all  were  
supported  by  the  Old  Dawgs  &  Pups  program  during  
their  tours  in  the  war  zone.
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The  Star  Spangled  Banner  Flag

By  Bud  Owens,  LM  #56,  Binh  Thuy,  632nd  SPS,  66-­67

  

We  were  hardly  more  than  kids  when  we  went  off  to  war.

With  all  the  strength  and  pride  we  had,  each  night  we  watched  the  wire.

So  many  years  have  passed,  scarcely  can  we  now  recall,
Those  nights,  those  friends,  those  names,  written  now  upon  a  wall.
At  night  when  we  lay  down  to  sleep,  as  our  minds  search  through  the  mire,

©  Randy  “Ramps”  Stutler  (LM  #420,  Tan  Son  Nhut,  6250th  APS,  377th  APS,  67-­68)  5/30/10

http://www.fosters.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100516/GJNEWS_01/705169868
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USAF Security Police

Vietnam Veterans - Welcome Home!

VSPA  was  formed  for  many  reasons:  to  reunite  friends,  to  preserve  the  memory  of  our  fallen  

Phil  Carroll,  Life  Member  #336
Vietnam  Security  Police  Association
P.O.  Box  8
Gladstone,  OR  97027-­0008

http://www.vspa.com/aspprotect/vspa-nav-index-menu.asp
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