1GSL 23 DEC 1965

Sentry Dogs (CSAF Msg 90318, 8 Dec 64) ,
VAR Zhd
Hq USAF (AFISPM) 3
F ’7?)
1. Following information is provided as requested in reference message: L '

a. At approximately 0115 hours, 4 December 1966, sentry dog REBEL,
SN=519X and handler, A2C LEROY E. MARSH, AF12681006, detected a group
of approximately 20 VC emerging from a ditch 75 yards distant, Adrman
Marsh notified CSC, released REBEL, and opened fire. REBEL attacked
VC and was in turn killed, being found a few hours later.

b. At approximately 0200 hours, L December 1966, sentry dog CUBBY,
SN-612E and handler, A2C LARRY G. LAUDNER, AF17677090, detected an
unknown number of unidentified personnel approaching his post. His
challenge was disregarded, CSC was advised, and CUBBY was released,

. There was a burst of gunfire and a few hours later CUBBY was found
dead. The unidentified personnel were alleged to be a portion of the
sapper unit attempting to escape. '

c. At approxmately 0500 hours, 4 December 1966, sentry dog TOBY,
SN-206F, and handler, AIC DALE E. SIDWELL, AF18601157, detected
unidentified personnel entering a e¢lump of bushes on his post. CSC
was advised and instructed the team to investigate. When the team
advanced, an individual ran from the bushes and failed to heed the
challenge., TOBY was released, made contact with the VC, but was
subsequently killed. The VC then opened fire on Airman Sidwell, fire
was returned and the VC was killed.

2. No awards have been recommended for the above actions, pending full
and complete documentation of rsspective actions.

3. Reference is made to 7AF Confidential message IGSL 4180, 1l Dec,
subjectt Attack on Tan Son Nhut, 4=5 Dec, in which it was reported
that A2C George Bevich and his dog were killed. It has since been
learned that A2C Bevich's dog was wounded. .

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

SIGNED
JACK H. McCREERY, Colonel, USAF
Deputy Inspector General
MR: Hq USAF (AFISPM) requested names and serial numbers of sentry
dogs KIA and names and serial numbers of their handlers during
latest VC attack on TSN,
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NOTE: An accurate inventory of captured
weapons could not be compiled due
to seizure of such materiel by VNA
authorities who subsequently refused
to provide any information on either
the number or type of weapons thus
acquired.

13, €C}{Cp-4) “lana:

a2, 377th Air Police Squadron. As in the case of the 13 April 1966
attack, the successful response of the 377th Air Police Squadron to the
attack of 4 December 1966 can be attributed to the effectiveness of pro-
¢edures contained in Squadron Regulation 207-4, "Security Fapid Re-
zction Plan", This local directive, through practice exercises and
personnel indoctrination, has proven capable of insurirg the mobilization
and deployment of the entire squadron in # maximum of thirty minutes,
he regulation is designated to be 28 simple and practical as possible, and
i¢ based on the 2ssumption that there will be no reliable prior warning
of any attack; that no attack on TSN will be of prolonged duration; that
minimum response time of the maximum number of Air Police person-
nel is the decisive element: and that the precise nature of any threat
and the appropriate counter mezsure can only be determined 2t the time
of the attack,

b. US Forces.
(1) During the 4 December 1966 attack, Air Police forces and
iask Torce 35 reacted smoothly and rapidly, and were successful in
locking the main penetration/escape route used by the VZ, Although
the precise location of this route was unknown at the time, the deploy-
ment of available forces to the West perimeter, which resulted in this
blocking effect, was neither random nor accidental, On 16 October 1966,
an attack plan for S Quick Reaction Forces developed jointly by the
377th Air Police Squadron and Special Troops, USARY, established a
serieg of contingency options bzsed on recognized routes of approach
available 10 the enemy. These options established general guidelines
far the reaction of US Forces to attacks from these routes, Option B
oi that pian considered VC penetration from a point on the west perimeter,
and estaplished guidelines for the deploymen? of Air Police and Task Force
35 forces 1o counter such an attack. Based on sentry dog alerts and the
ipparent movement of the VC on 4 lecember 1966, the likelihood of a
peneiration from the west was considered most probable, and US Forces
were deployed in accordance with the guidelines of the plan,
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(2) The Joint US rorces Defense Plan 1-66, dated 1 October
1966 which integrates and coordinates defenss actions of the 377th Air
Police Squadron and Special troops, USAPRY proved sound and served
the purpose {or which it was intended. The formal USAT support plan
tor the joint plan has been published at the direction of Headquarters
TAF,

¢, US-BVN Forces, At present there is no effective plan for the
coordination of a1l US and NYN forces wwb. & responsibility for base
defense, This is not due to inaction. 7S Yorces have reached agree-
meant on their portion of this responsibility in the form of the Joint US
Vorces DDefense Plan, Vietnamese Porces, YVNAF and AP VN, haive de-
veloped an RVNAY Base Defense Plan 2nd have established & unified
command, the Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area. Utilizing these two plans,
'S and MYN, as a point of depsrture it now remains to resch agresement
on & single combined plan which will provide an effective base defense
system, (A coordinated plan is currently being prepared for review by
211 TSN forees in conjunction with the USAF - Adwisory Group. )
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2. Sentry Dogs, A sentry dog teim was the first element of the Air
Hrolice forces to detect the pressance of V7. wuthin the interior of the base,
Tue to the nsture of -;:w terrvain chosen by the VI for their approach route
tnd the direction of the preveiling winds in relation thereto, it was pos-
ble for the zsgs u'l’ force to pase through two sentry dog posts before
Leing detected on 2 third post, 7t iz apparent that the effsctiveness of the

sentry dogs along the penetrition route could be enhanced,

e Orensde Launcher, /-7%, Although twelve of these weapons were
available fffc.s:;_usé “rone «.M;e fmplluaved This circumstince arises from
the face that turgets were consistently not detected until Adr Police were
within less than safe mimmum range for this wezpon. Asg 2 conseguence

hand grenades were issued for use in sexrch and destroy operations,

tevens Pump (Savage)., This

W P oved @@mﬂuhwem unsatisfzctory,
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€. chotgun,

woapon, an old item in i_t]_m: ﬁ-am\ oy
Three of these weapons, igsued to Alr Police posced in ajreraft revet-
ments jammed, thereby preventing VI who had penetrated this area from
being 7 ken under five, Thie deficiency hae long been recognized and
repicement 12 gruge Winchester s’ump¢ riot it-yq)& shotguns have been
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o L. Without exception, sentry dog handlers
ronaider the n"a et ition of the Mium;w on this weapon to Be unsatis.
irctory. All would pra thet the = ng be titached to the top rather
than the under side of this werpon, With the sling attached in this

fashion the werpon can De slung from
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i age defense operaliong except as a L
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during emergency conditions, Once the new hardened Joint Command
Post is completed this should eliminate much of the confusion and mis-
understanding.

I. Air Peolice training has traditionally been directed toward
eifective stitic defense, with small mobile strike forces for response
to affected sreas, The attack of 4 December 1966 demonstrated that
Air Police in this theater ¢an become involved in a typical infantry
engagement for which their training is minimal. Although radio contact
with Q7 T's and the combat experience of a few well-placed individuals
resulted in a safe, effective search-and-destroy operation, general in-
fantry teaining for all Air Police would have been of great vulue, Pri-
mary training needed is in squad tactics, employment of autonatic
weapong and hand grenades, and proper approach and deployment from
vehicles., '

m. Fnemy penetration of the ML R and the aircraft parking area is
attributed to the following: Extinguishment of 2ll airfield lghts upon
initiation of the attack: inoperative condition of the low intensity lighting
along concertina wire barrier due to lack of parts; small size and light
weight of VO which fzcilitated penstration of concertina wire; jamming
of weapon on “ost !3; unmanned statas of Post 435 and openings between
reverments., (orrective action tiken or in progress includes: Defolia-
tion of concertin: feace line; sirengthening of ceoncertina fence: renewed
emphasis on weapons maintensnce; repair of low intensity lighting; and
closging of openings betwaeen revetments,

n. Once the ¥ have lost their leader{s), the discipline and direction
of their opecition deteriorates rapidly and there is no longer a single,
disziplinad force with which to contend.

16, (L) SOURCES;
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4, Air Dolice Security Blotter (2 F FTorm 53), 377th Air Police
Sguadron, Tan Son “hut Sir Base, mYN, 0500, 3 December to 1215,
§ Npeomber 1966, (77

h, 4“ir FPolice ‘iert Blotter 4~V T'orm 53}, 37ich “ir Police Squadron,
Tan Son ~hut Gir Rase, UV, 0110.106G0, 4 December 1966, (i1}

. Air Dolice Security Rlotter ( AF Form 53), 377th Air Folice

Snquadron, Tan Son Whut *ir Base, T"VN, 1100, 5 December to 0800,
6 Tecetnber 1966, (17}
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d. Air Police Blotter (AF Form 53) for Tan Son Nhut Sensitive
Point (Joint Command Post), 377th Air Police Squadron, Tan Son Nhut
Air Base, RVN, 0545, 3 December to 1600, 4 December 1966, (U)

e, Operations Journal, Tan Son Nhut Sensitive Area, 1700, 3
December to 1515, 5 December 1966, (U)

f. Air Police Blotter (AF Form 53) for Tan Son Nhut Sensitive
Point {Joint Command Post), 377th Air Police Squadron, 1600, 4
December to 0620, 5 December 1966, (U)

g. Combined Military Interrogation Center Specizl Report, RVNAF
Report Number 0912/TTTVHH/OT, 5 December 1966, (C)

h. Report of Investigation, Viet Cong (VC), Initial Results of VC
Prisoner Interrogation, Tan Son Nhut Air Base Attack (U), Report Num-
ber 1 655 0347 66, 50D OSI, 7 December 1966. (S)

i. Report of Investigation, Viet Cong (VC), VC Attack on Tan Son
Nhut Air Base (UJ), Report Number 1| 655 0334 66, 50D OSI, 7 December
1966, (S) ‘

j» Surface Weather Observation, SC Form 444, Detachment 2, 30th
Wezther Squadron, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, 4 December 1966. (U)

k. Tan Son Nhut Base Operations NOTAM Report, 031207, 4
December 1966, (U)

1. Letter, 377th Combat Support Group (BSO), Damage Report and
Recovered Munitions, (not dated)., ()

m, Explosive-Ordnance-Demolition Log of Events, 377th Munitions
Maintenance Squadron, 0130-1630, 4 December 1966, (U)

n. Scramble/Divert Log, 4 December 1966, Tactical Air Control
Center, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, RYN. (U)

o. Tactical Air Operations Log, 4-5 December 1966, Tactical Air
Control Center, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, RYN. (U)

p. 460th Tactical Recon. Wing Message, DCMMC, 01216 December
1966, Damage Report, RCS: AF-A45(7AF-1}, 8 December 1966. (S)

q. 377th Air Police Squadron, Tan Son Nhut Alr Base, RVN.
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r. After Operations Statement, Major Tames S, Cronen, 3rd Pla-
toon CTommander, 120th Aviation Company, Capital Aviation Battalion,
Tan Son Nhut AB, BRVN, (U)

s. Counter-Mortar Radar Journal, 79th Artil, Detachment, Tan
Son Nhut Air Pase, 4 Necember 1966, (U)

t. Memo For Kecord, Recovered Munitions [tems, 4-5 December
1966, Explcsive Ordnance Demolition Branch, 377th “Munitions Maintenance
Squadron, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, PVN, 5 December 1966. (U)

u. Memorandum For the Record, After Action Report of VC Attack
on Tan Son Nhut Air Base, 3-4 December 1966, Headquarters Special
Troops, USARY, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, PVN, 19 December 1966, (C)

v. Patrol Squadron 17, Commander Task Group 115.6, Tan Son
Nhut Air Base, RVN,

w, Oceanographic Air Survey Unit Detachment, Western Pacific,
Tan Son Nhut &ir Base, RVN.
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' ROVER K, COE, Colonel, USAT 6 Atch

Commander 1. Map of TSN AB with key,
(C) {lecy) '
2., Dietail "A'" to atch 1, {C)
(1 ey)
3, Map, Saigon and TSN AB,
(C) (1 cy)
4. Map, TSN AB Canine areas,
()
5. Diagram, Damaged Air-
cratt parking positions (SK1 cy)
6. Photographs with caption
sheet (U) :



