A Photo Journal, by OPERATION SAFESIDE 1966-1967
John P. Webster, Sgt., USAF Sniper 1041st Security Police Squadron(T) Phu Cat, Base Camp

Viet Cong attacks RVN Air Bases at Bién Hoa and Da Nang, 1964-1965;
USAF Security Program Survey of Air Base Ground Defense, Vietnam

© 2018 by John Webster, VSPA LM 886,
Phu Cat Air Base, 1041°4(T) SPS, 1 967

1 - Brief History, Background, and News: Viet Cong attacks against two South Vietnam Air Bases in
1964-1965. The two major Air Bases Bien Hoa AB, near Saigon, and Pa Nang AB, south of the DMZ,
were attacked by suicide-sapper teams, tossing explosive satchels, and under cover rocket and mortar
barrages. US Military were killed and wounded and aircraft were destroyed. These two attacks had
unforeseen consequences for the Viet Cong and NVA, leading to a major expansion of USAF security
forces, and the establishment of Combat Security Forces within the US Air Force.

Viet Cong attacks upon South Vietnam Air Bases increased with loss of US lives and destroyed and
damaged aircraft. USAF Security Program surveyed and focused on developing an airbase ground
defense concept, and test specialized Security Police Squadron forces: Bién Hoa Air Base, 1 November

1964: Viet Cong attacked with rockets and mortars.

The following selected headline news articles reported the major attacks upon
South Vietnam Air Bases that prompted the USAF to develop a combat security
police squadron (fighting air-groundmen) capable of carrying out an Air Base
Defense Mission.
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1-1. (above) Bién Hoa Air Base, North of Saigon, came under fiery rocket and mortar fire, 1 NOV 1964,
receiving 70 rockets and mortars.

1-2 .(Photo, right): November 1,
1964, Bien Hoa Air Base: A Viet
Cong mortar team penetrated Bien
Hoa Air Base perimeter in a fierce
thirty minutes Stand Off rocket
and mortar barrage, striking the
flight line with 70 rounds killing
four US servicemen and two
Vietnamese, wounding an
additional 76, and destroying a
USAF squadron of five B-57
Canberra fighter-bombers, and 25
helicopters and fixed wing aircraft.
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The above USAF Photo shows the unfolding disaster that befell Bien Hoa Air Base, 1
November 1964.

1-3. For a better understanding of what the disaster looked like, click the below link and
animate the composite photo. (Itis a large file so let it load)T

lick to Animate below Photo

ttp://www.vspa.com/images/a_bh-b57-mortar-attack_1964.gif
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1966-1967

OPERATION SAFESIDE
Phu Cat, Base Camp

1041st Security Police Squadron(T)

A Photo Journal, by

John P. Webster, Sgt., USAF Sniper

AP Article, 2 July1965.
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1-5 (Photo left, Composite by Don Poss) July 1, 1965, Pa Nang Air Base:

ba Nang Air Base was attacked by a Viet Cong sapper squad accompanied by personnel
from the Third Battalion, 18th Regiment, 325th People's Army of Vietnam Division

(PAVN).
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Pa Nang Air Base, 1 July 1965: A 25 men Viet Cong Suicide Sapper team penetrated the
giant Air Base's southeast perimeter (guarded by ARVN), through five holes cut in the
perimeter fence. Attacking under a mortar barrage of high-explosive rounds, a firefight
ensued with TSgt Terrance Jensen (KIA) and AP Al Handy (TDY).

US Casualties: 1KIA, 3 WIA. Aircraft: 3 destroyed, and several damaged;
1 Viet Cong POW was captured.

1-6: Below photo shows the aftermath of the Air Base attack. Revetments area debris is
mostly cleaned up, but destroyed and damaged C-130s are partially still in place on 8 July
1965.

Background on Air Police Pa Nang AirBase duties on 1 July1965: During the Sapper
attack there were 90 Air Police personnel at Pa Nang Air Base and assigned to the 23rd Air
Base Group/AP. Their duty was security of Air Force Assets, and not security of the Air
Base or perimeter (manned USMC and ARVN). AP Weapons: .38 revolvers, M-16 Rifles, and
Shotguns.

The next twelve months would see a rapid build up of Air Police personnel. The 6252nd
Air Police Squadron was activated and expanded to 1100 Air Police, and 55 K-9 Sentry
Dog teams. In that year, the squadron name would change twice more: 35th Air Police
Squadron, and 366th APS/SPS. Duties expanded to include internal perimeter
security, ammo dump, base security, and law enforcement.

Don Poss, Pa Nang AB, K-9, 1965-1966
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1-7. 1964: Viet Cong Mortars Vietnam Air Bases; Bién Hoa and Pa Nang.
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July 1, 1965: Pa Nang AB attacked by Sappers and received 6 mortars. US casualties, 1

dead (Air Police TSgt Terrance Jensen) and 3 wounded; 3 aircraft destroyed, 3 damaged;
and 1 VC POW captured.

Newspapers: 1 July 1965: Pa Nang Air Base attacked by Sappers and mortars.
1-8. NEWS - Viet Cong Suicide Unit hits Pa Nang Air Base, RVN, 1 July 1965.

First Air Policeman Killed in Action
in the Vietham War:
TSgt Terrance Jensen
Silver Star, 1 July 1965

1-9. VC Mortars destroy C-130 Aircraft at Pa Nang Air Base, RVN, 1 July 1965.
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1-10. VC Mortars destroy F-102s at Pa Nang Air Base, RVN, 1 Jul 1965. TSgt Terrance Jensen,

23rd ABG/AP KIA.

Suicide Unit Hits Da Nang
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Viet Cong attacks against Air Bases would continue throughout the war, with loss of US
lives and aircraft destroyed or damaged on the ground.

+ August 2, 1965: Nha Trang AB received 7 rounds; no casualties or aircraft destroyed/
damaged.
August 23, 1965: Bién Hoa AB received 97 rounds; US casualties, KIA, 24, WIA, 11
aircraft damaged; VNAF, 0 KIA, 5 WIA.

After attacks at Pa Nang and Bién Hoa airbases, the USAF Security Program focused
on developing an Air Base Ground Defense concept, and combat security force capable of
engaging and repelling enemy commando raids in the Republic of Vietnam, to be known as
Operation Safeside.

From the fire and flames of the Viet Cong and NVA's initial major attacks against Bien Hoa
and Pa Nang Air Bases, Operation Safeside was formed, and the Air Force Security Police
would evolve in to Combat Security Police (Light Infantry), and after the Vietnam War
ended in 1975, the Security Force Squadrons.

Duties and Weapons would continue to change and improve. Don Poss
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