& ToINED to Fight! Jomed o Fight!™

The words echoed over Huwaii's Schofield Bur-
racks as the Am Foree's clite 10415t USAF Securily
Folice Squadron double-timed smartly doewn the rogd,

The 104181 35 unigque. It i8 he heart of an Alr
Force test proprum celled Operation Safe Side. Its
purpose? Form, equip and train a US Air Foreo Se-
curity Palice force with the ability to secure air bases
located im hostle eovironments against all forms of
encmy ground fctiom.

Wwith greater mobility, more advanced  detection
equipment, reinforced ieainimg, und heavier fire-power
than & normally found in a4 secudty paliec squadcon,
the 1041st, currendy 20WF men strong. s undergoing
sta months of ficld evaluation.

The idea for the unil was conceived in 1965 as
w resull of Air Farce cxperience im Yictnam where
heavily guarded air hases were beimg attacked by Lhe
View Cong. Obvionsty, new procedurcs for inlernal
bese security were peeded. Althowpgh Air Force Se-
curity Poliec plans against sabotage were hasically
sound for most bases throughout the world, 7 sludy
im Vietnam proved that no siagle existing system or
technigue provided sufficicnt security W thwart the
Yiel Cong puernillas m their own envimooment.

Based cn the siwation in Victnam a oew base sc-
curity eomcept, unlike any i Air Force history, was
iesigned. Evolved under the supervisory eve of Lt
Gict, Gilen W, Martin, Air Force Tnspector General
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until February 1967, the proposal was presented 10
wnd accepied by Chief of Staff, (General Jolin P. M-
Connell and the Air Staff. The name Safe Side was
assigned 1o the dovelopment of (e new

Beocause of his caxperience in the Geld of internal
geeurity, LI Col Willhm H. Wise wus sppomnted
project officer for Operation Safe Side.

Discussiont were held with the US Army, Manne
Corps, and Royal Aar Foree regurding ground com-
bl treining eourses which would best sult the needy
of lhis new program. The US Army Ranger Course
at Fori Henning, Ga. was sclecied In addidon 10
being realistic and touph, it also developed the in-
dividuals self-confidence, and lgademship nlilides, o8
well as his akill in ground comban tactics,

A aming plan was writicn, based om Ay
Ranger expericnec, and & oumber of Air Foroe Se-
ewrity Police officers and NCOs were soreened for in-
structor duly. Twenty-three were finally selected for
Ranper iraining-

Mext, the coll for wolunteers wenf outl W sSCourdly
policemen. The requirements were seiff, Mot only did
applicants have to be highly motlivated, but their lgst
five proficiency reports had o be in the wp 10 por-
cent! MNaturally, applicants also had to be in ncar-
perfect physleal conditlon, One hundred seventy met
were  chosen.



The 10415t USAF Sccurity Police Squads
activated fn September 1966, 1L then b
inuding tiness, nirucirs nd sppen wmw
Al s combat menbers wers snd il . soi
{ecrs: Vil s had b Al Foee Secuy

uring the first few weeks, trainees were given
o o popen conditoing snd many hours of Gl
sl 2 ing NCO, “We i o g e i shre

ikl 33 possbe. The dills were good for

Coorimaton, e, wanid them o s everything,
Uink quickly and clearly, 1o react_imstantasously

g he o

fild but the i
g Xt e o o Fon
I ele_enviconment, and in-
uum "waht initraon 1. Soout dogs weee -
i the program. Air Foree personne] conducted

0 Phases o traning



This s the firsy time a complete Ajr Foroe unit
has been trained for defensive ground combat.

“Logal buse secwrily lorees pre responsible tor fhe
internal protection of air bases,” Colencl Wise stated.
“They have been wvery effective against  attempied
pencirations by saboleurs. Bul when hostle groups
evertly allock our bose perimélérs in Iarge numbers,
s fos Lulel

“With wnits such gy ths T0H st vn the scenc, the
encmy would have o rough time gettiing in clode
enough (o the base withour being detected,” he con-
Unued. "We are squipped with moedern electronic de-
vices and Seout dogs 0 alerl us when sumicone penc-
irates our anea of responsibalny.,”™

Fersonmel of the 1M 15t are highly traincd m all
phuses of ground combar, with special empljsis un
lactics relating o perimeter and internal  Secucty
protection. Their basie weapon i€ the M-16 nfle, but
they alen have, and ore highly skilled in the use of,
L wide varigty of other weapund which make the -
[it = high firepower orgianication.

The dings of the 11151 ame unique within the Air
Furce. They are scout dogs trained  prmurily oot 1o
Bitwck an enemy. But 0 detegd Dz prosencc. swen
when he's hiding 10 water.

A comparalively new system of hand-to-hand come-
bot measures i8 used by the unit, L includes seif de-
fense with mod  withowt weapons, 0 s designed W
kill or meapacitale un cnemy whenover physical con-
hpril 1967 19



fac] 15 made, All Eﬁign‘l‘.‘d Adr Foree Sl:c'ur'ilj.' Tolice-
mei e skilled in hand-to-hand  eormbat,

To ¢heck on physical and combat proficiency, pe-
rodie tests were piven. These included the Slk-yard
low erawl, horizontal ladder, dodge mn and jump,
aretiude throw, and one-mile mn, Trainees were re-
quirgd b scare a mindniuen of 3K far all five events,

When training began, the average phyvsical <comdi-
ton toore per studeml was 311 poins. Six wocks
luter the average score had jumped w 3831 — indicat-
ing the significant improvement o physical condition-
ing. More than 20 of the meo ¢lad in fatipues, combal
i

bomts, weh bell, and canteen wore able o mn the
mile in &% minules or less

Midway through training the men were sublected
1o =scape and cvadion tactics. After being “captured”
by the instuctors, trainees were marched 1w an
“enemy"” compuund. The students were held “captive™
ovemight — about 20 howrs oo sl M1t was
harrowing <xperignce,” explained one of e men.
“INl never be taken prosencr,” staled eanother.

“1t was & made very reulistic,” spid ChiSgr. Rob-
ert C. Prink, squadron sergeunt major, “We harassed
them, imsulted them, and did all the things we think

The Airman
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the eromy would da 10 humiliale (hem. They wene
very ancomfoctabic. [ dont think they ot any skep
al all that nmight. Mow. they have a bemter idex of
what i1 means I be capiured.”

Sergeant Frink speaks fram  ¢xpericoce.  During
World War Il he was cuptured by the Germans, b
escuped TH duys latcr.

During their 16 weeks in Hawaii, ending in mid-
Decvmber. the men went through combsan iraining =
rugh as any ¢ver tzken by an Aw Foroe unit. Thewr
day began ar daen and ended long after dark. Many
of the veteran mstructons who compleiod the Army

Al TOT

Ranger Course of Fort Benning rak Sak Side tram
ng as wugh, and in some respocts owgher than
thal 3 Benming.

Highlight of training came a the end of 1he ninth
week. Ar this point the studenrs roocived the unit’s
distinctive symbal, the “Blue berer™ General Martin,
who had seen the project through from s heginning.
prescnted the bercts. From then on the trainces and
mstructors woeked o5 @ unil W form a Rexibie, highly
mobile security  police foree. The men who  had
“Joined 0 Fight” were now “vmioed and ready o
.. O
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T 206=/ OFERATION SAFESIDE

1. IETRODUCTION

Duriog che inicial. involvesant of the DAY Security Polier units
ie the Vistoes (neocgeccy, loternal sscurlty of Tesoce and vulnerabls
air bawes contimusd to be carcied owt under the loog amivtiung concept
ol providiog (atersal pretection sgeinar the covart threa: of sabocége.
Interoal sscuricy was gaared bo detect, capture er destroy & small
anemy ralding party attemptiog to sabutmge or destroy aircrsft sad othar
prioricy Tesdurcdl.

Well placned sttacks by organissd gusrills reiding parties on
thres of ths major alr bases in Vietnss forced the USAF ro redirect Lte
dccantion from [(nrersal security to providing o well traioed snd well
svmad, highly motivated combat security police force capabls of repell.
ing relds by experissced enemy sapper uwnits, before such upits could
bring thelr weapons to bear oo ssgeicive bese sresas. Undar the dlrecs
tica of the USAF Imspactor Uwosrel, & securlty survey wis condusted in
tha Republic of Viatnas fo Moyembaer, 1965 and the resulce of that narvey
wara prossnted to the Chisf of Jreff, USAF, with the recosmendstion that
# tast unit of highly treined Combar Sscurity Folice ke formed to Lniti-
ate & new toncept o grouad defecss At & designated site in the Republle
of Vietnsn. This mev coacepc, kmown an "Active Dsfense,” L& & technigue
ol im-dapth defests Ln which the Jefwndecs pecupy temparary posltions
a6d utilime corcain offsnnive taccics {i.w., actach, COMDLET=ALLACK, pos
trolling, amhush, ace.} Fileld foreificacions or nacorsl protection are
atilieed. The defamaive posture cheogas continususly &8 the intelli-
gsnce slcustion dictates. The positiccs are changed on & predecersined
but cindom basis,

Obvicunly, the devalopment of tactics ta suppoTt @n active dafenar
Prodrss would require Towlsdgs of Lofentry Esccics oot comsss Eo nors
mal swcuricy polics operscions,

. HRISTORY OF THE TEST OWIT

With Cnimf of Beaff cooourvremew, recruiting for the specinl proyrem
besgan in CONUS io asrly 1966. After caceful conmidermgion, the U.5.
Aray Ranger Scheol st Fare Besmiog, Georpia was selecesd as the traleing
courss for the origloal cadee of the test walt, Peracoael sslscted
through perscosl fotepriew warm ment co Porc Benning &nd began che
firat clasn of Ranger School to include USAF peracomel oo & May 19566,
Designsced by the cods oame"OFERATION SAFESIDE", tha L041lsz USAF Securs
iry Police Sgquadran (Teat) was forsed st Schofield Bavracks, Hsweil,
and prospective traimean begen wrriving &t Sehofleld from ehroughout
the CONUS aud PACAF. On | September (966, the arduous, rigorous and
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sosswhet hacecdous lndividusl erdlming progees began. Based on Ehe new
concept of opardtiond, with smphasiv on waspoos, sach traines wam wvelu=
mted on hie small unlt lesdecship ablllcy theough his taacEfons £O emo-
tlonal, physical #od senctel stcaam while peciorming as & student lamdsr
in the Eleld. A b week uolt Erdinlog progres began on 10 Hovewber 1966
duciny which the unlt was welded cogether s @ Eunctloning combat orgasm-
teacion composed of codce and former students. Upon completton of the
wpacialived cralning, the uolf conducted amtensive flald swercisss uoderg
condicicns thar It wes knows would be faced by the unis Im she Republie
of Yietnas., The successful conclusions to theas field axercisss clearly
Indlcated Ehe wnit was resdy For combag,

On 13 Japuary 1987, the 1041sc USAF SPS (T) srcived at Phu Cae Alr
Baaw, #n sweentinlly bare base opersglon La the Ceptral Alghlsnds of
Viecnam whose rumvay wam scill under tonstructlon. Durimg the period
of L1 Jaa eo & Jul 1967, the [D4lst secuged ita Tactical Avem af
Responmibliley (TAOR) of 9.3 square mlles of jungle and rvice paddies
#ith dctlve defepse bactics developed doriog ite trsiniog phese st
Schofield Barrscks. These tectice locluded daylight recon patrols,
forvard abssrvacion posts during the dey and liscening ponce mt alght,
cparation of tectical mator pacrols with gun Jeeps, swewp and clesr op-
aratlieons, relocation of mreas of populscleos, sod che yss of cthe primsry
cacele Ilm active defesss aperations: The smbush patrol.

Ambusheas conducted ar Phu Cae provided the most tengible eneay coa-
tacks. Ambush patrole of flee team wlza, and lews, wers osooducted at
different lochelons within the sscablliohed curlev seoes of che 104 iec
wn @ nightly basie, thelr locations comstantly changing. MNight asbushes
resulced Lm che death of the VC Commlssionsr of An Whon Pravince wod
Chief of the ¥C Securluy Awsaulr Forees. A VC gourler wanm killed by &
imiper anbush tes=, resulting io the cxptui® of many docusence of high
lnteiligence value to Free World Porces opersting in che sres. Swesp
snd Clesr opecaclons cerried ouc by LOA It paceols ap hemlecs withia
the TAOR metted 11 wumpect ¥C, of which & wera later confirmed to ha
¥ilet Cong, with 11 othars further decained a» scrong suspects, Two da-
Eertecy fros che army of Vietnam wers #leo detsined,

Tne iD4lse prepared for (tw departuce from ¥iecoam by training
specinlly argonived Elighe of velunteers fres the 17&h Security Follce
Fquadron & Fou Cat Alr Bese lo the spplicetion of sctive defenss tice
bles. Host of the special spplication combst squipment and vehicles
ware left in Viethizm for uew by Teh Alr Foree Securicy Folice unltw,
The special flight traioed by the I041ec hes amsnsed Lapressive results
kn 2pplying cthe rectice tmught them, This has resoleed in Ehe ACCEPL=
#nce of nctive defense tmcries by many wnlts throvghour Tth Alr Fores.
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Om & July 1987, the LO&GLet was siviifred frem Pnu Cat to LCw
temporary bed down site ac Falrchild AFB, VMashington, On 21 Jan-
uscy 1968, the 10&let was pleced uader the opsrations]| ssnagesent
of the Tectical Alr Cosssnd (TAC). The Coshatr Security Police pro-
pram recelved offlcial approval from the Chiel of Seaff and Secre-
tary of the Alr Force an | July 1968. MHowever, prior to cthat date,
due to an urgent request from Mg Teh AF for soce Combat Secucicy
Folice unite in the Vietnam theatre, the unit was redesignaced the
Bind Copbat Securlty Police Wing épd on 8 Hirch 1968 was 2egr TDY
to Schofleld Sarrscks to establish & training sice for two CSP units
on an (meediste basis., The Bllst Combat Security Follce Squadron was
formed and recelved an sccelerated tralning course mnd then deployed
ta Vietnam. A second unic, the 812nd Combar Securicy Pellice Squadron
wan alsn formed, craloed amd déployed from the Schofield site. Upoa
complecion of tha tralnlng of the 31Ind CS5P%, tha BInd Combat Sscurity
Police Wing snd the USAF Combat Security Poliee School were trana-
ferred Lo the permanent location ar Fort Camphell, Eentucky.

UPDATE: The 8213k C5FS was deployed to Fhan Rang AB, RWN on 13 April 1963 ane
relleved 3 Berralion of the lst Erigeds, 101st Afrborne DMelzios, and tool ever
their Base Camp. 1o August 196E the 8215t was relleved by the 82Znd C5PS and
afr¥iftod to §ts bed down Sase at Forbes AFH, Eansas, Ouring the summer of 1969
the BZI4t was sent TOY to Fort Campbell, Kentutky to finlsh their traieing (an
sdéftional * montha). Prior ©o This the EZ3irg 53PS sae been fTormed and trained

st Fort Campbell by the 82nd CSP Wg., and In Februsry 1960 relleved the 822nd st
Phan Rang. In August 196§ the E21st returned &¢ Fhan Rang and rolleved the BEirc.
furing ity second tour in the 2TN the 821st estabiished the Tth Alr Force Weapons
ing Small Unit Tactics School ot Pnan Besg.  In January 1670 the E213t wag returmen
ta Forbas AFB, Konias _im:l the mes of 1he wmit re-apsioned S0 varicus Squacrong
gnrelohaut the world, The Bind C5P Mg wis Sragtiveter on 24 Hovember 1963,
Insctivation dates for the B2Znd ard KI1rc are wninows but took place somctiee

in 1969. fne B21st sanned by sooe memters of the original cadre and megmented by
Tth Alr Force Securtty Police personnal carried on at Phan Rapg unt!] iractivated
2n 5 Jamgary 1971, The Stateside 244 down gite for the BI7nd was Saymaur Joknaon
AFE, Morth Carciina, The bod down site for the B23rd wis England AFS, Lowislesc.
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Sals Shie Frograms

The lusl major step in thaping
LSAF ground forces ln 5WHN was the
injreducisen of & combel WCUrity po-
lice squedron s W pefmanond s
pendent, mobile, coanirywide, quick
reacison mall. The Sevenih Air Force
Commander took the initial sction on
18 February 1968 by requesiing

thai one Safe-Side squadron ba de-
ployed immediniely 10 Phas Rang on
& TDY basla The squeden [in] o
oame under b direci contred of my
DHscctornie of Secoruy Police for
Turehar ared  nilivedind
s che sliustin diclaken®™
Impeiling hiv request were the telling
batialsn-size silacks by the YO/ NYA
on USAF bass during 1968 Tet. He
viiizalized ihe combsl wsurily police
squadron ad & backup v high-ihress
persods and & polent nad variable day-
{o-day counteribireat,

The Chiel al Siafl spproved the
Seventh Alr Fosoe reguest and denig.
anicd Taclical Ak Command as the
Mngh manager 1o implomen) the 3ale
Side Frogram. which had begn mark,
Ing lime sinze completion of the RVN
f-mooth test phase in July 1967 On
I Muarch 1988 ihe Air Force Chigl
diregied & 2-part program. The fra
part calied for arganzing and dieplay-
g & “500-man Secuniy Folree unit®
an lemporary duty to SWHN, el 3
dayy of intense Uatming socenting the
M-16 rifla, M-60 machinegun, and
gound defense lactices, The sectnd
part required thal 8 “fully, properly
trained Combai Secumy Police Squad-
ron” replace ihe hastily trained mil
before Uhe latber excoeded the | T-day
watutory lEmit on TDY. * ™ Clearly
this w8 crash progrem,

AL ki tme, ere w55
omder ths USMACY menpower ceiling i,
permid Empumend of e combel oy
police squadrocs W S¥HN oo PCE Moo

Weilan 2 weeha follewicg the
Cheel of Stalls directive, Hesdguar-
fers B2 Combal Security Polite Wing
(CSPW ), the USAF Combal Seouriiy
Police Training school,® and 1he §2 14
Combat Securicy Police Squadros were
schiviled, Mansed by TDY peraoancl
ithese unsis wefe dfginited ai Schiofeld
Barrachs, Hawai, =here the Army
male fsciliies and bowsing svailables.

The 82131 acd otber combat secu-
rily police iquadrons were Ofganiesd
wilh an authonzed steength of 21 of-
cetn and 338 aomen {See page 111,)
Each contained three tactical Nighu of
& offkecrs wed 161 sirmen, respontible
for high Brepower, mobiliy, survell
Lance oif hase perimeteri, and delense
and secunty of micrnal base arcas
Command and operalions comprised
3 offieers and 4 wimen, headyoarress
Righi, 31 mirmen, The laer pook care
ol squadnon sdmminranve, bood e
i, medicsl, and wpply luncligns, to-
gether with Ibe maintenance of veki-
ches, wrapond, and communcations

The hurried fraimeng of ithe Bl1s
Combat  Security  Police  Squadron
kicked off by 15 March 1968, and oo
15 Apnd the wnil was in place st Fhan
Rang AB The 8224 Wy Al
orgunized a8 Schofield Barracks,
manoed =ih raned TDY personncl
feom neatly 100 wnli In Jine sith the
rolstion plan, the 832 In August 1963
replaced the Bilat CSP5Sq which re-
turmed to CONUS, The third and lisi
ol ithe combal secunly police squad-
rans, the B13d, was orgenieed a1 Eng-
land AFB, Li, jm Oclober 1968 [in
permonnel, moal of whom weoie per-
manently ssdgned, wete 1ained af Fi,

they wyry deployed o TOY el rolated

home belorn e | Y8-day Umia wws up

= The sboo! operated wdor the 124

Togeiher, ibey ofpamzed and

iraimed e combal mecarily palice sglad-
(LT



Combat Secarity Police Squadron Orgunization

Campbell, Ky., where the CSP Train-
ing School had been relocaled since
August 1968, The B23d 100k over
from the B22d CS5PSq at Phan Rang in
March 1969 and was in turn relieved
by the B21st in August 1969. At this
point, the rolation cycle ceased. Be-
cause of the progressive withdrawal of
U.S. forces and ensuing budget cuts,
the Safe Side Program was discontin-
ved in December 1969 and all s
CONUS units inactivated. The B2lst
CSPSq stayed in South Vietnam at a
reduced strength of 250 until Febru-
ary 1971 when il too was inactivaled.™!

How well did the combal security
police squadrons At into air base de-
fense operations in South Vietnam?
What did they contribute? First off,
Safe Side was a crash program of fast-
paced actions. Regular staff proce-
dures were by-passed. Refinement of
requirements went by the board as did
formal impiementing directives, Oper-
ational concepts firmed up as the pro-
gram evolved. And from the very be-
ginning, (he location of Safe Side at
Schofield Barracks made it difficult to
communicale with CONUS-located
higher headquarters.



Combat Secarity Police Squadron Organization
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The problems of haste cropped
up in the program’s treining. Beosose
ihey were sl hand, foomar membemn
of the Sale Side fel unil® were
proszed into service &n mame s in-
riractor. Yer few of these men knew
how to beach, All of them were ori-
entad loward LS. Army Renger opers
airons and nol to the wmall unit lacric
wnd theory of slstic defense. Ranger
training teught & man "o wrvive,
move and fght 81 extended distance
behind enemy lines,” Slight wonder,
then, that s sigabbe chunk of Safe
Side maitruction deali with land navi.
galion, long-range ambush wnd recon-
niusaace patroh, Wireem crossing. rap-
peliing, ! snd lke svbjedcis. The ieach-
g of wir base defente operalions
sctually conducied by ascunity palice
in South Vietnam was peglecied.

Conseguently, combat secunty
police (reineey came 1o SWN wath bu
o dim and dislorted grasp of the mis
tian they were to perform. The moxi
widespresd misconception way  That
the combil security police would fur
nish external defense o sir basey by
manning smbush sites and geing on
long-tange patrols. Armed with this
ignorence &nd 8 maperinr  anliiode,
some af the new srrivali sparked (ric
oo with men of conventional security
police unita®™ By the end of §956F,
hewever, many of these problemy were
smaalhed oul.

—————

*The 041 USAF Police Squadron
(Tewt) funciloned w o Safe Side evalus-
thoin unbl il Pha Catl AB frog Jemuary 1@
Tuly 1967,

* Desceniling (ma from & i) by
means of @ fops pamed under one thigh
scroa the body, and ower the oppotbie
ahaubder.

Security police using an M—113 srmored person

carried while developing defenae iactica

Sevenih Air Foroe Oplan 33369
covered the wuwe of combal secunty
police squadrons in South Yerinum.
In general the in-couniry undl sciled aa
8 modle, ground defense confingeocy
force, deployed ws the Sevemth Als
Force Director of Security Polize daw
fi. This iook place a3 & rule i the
coure of & heighienad thresl, a sig-
miflcanl change in the enemy/[riendly
order of baitke. or & weakentng of in-
place defense forces (due o 8 pervon-
pel shortage of exhausiion from pro-
fonged duly during mn advanced secu-
rily aler eondition).

The combal security police squmd-
fen wad iwppoied 10 operale = one
i, bat b practhee e seetion (1
officer and 32 wirmen) was (he basie
Lachical element deployed in 5WH, Al
ihe deployment base, TSP elemeats
came under ihe aperalional corfrel of
ihe local segurily police commander
But bewng clements of & theater wide
conlingency foree, they were often re-
deployed withoud prior warning o
bases with = greater need. Securily
police commandery wers therelore re-
luctant 1o put C5P clements in charge
of an enbire scior. To cushion the
shock of o no-moloe withdrawal, they
preferred fa uee men fiom the eles
menin ws flers. This shredding of unin
inle grily was the souree af the Bileresi
complants fram C5P officers and mon-
commimioned officers In addition o
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