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Photos submitted by:
VSPA Photographer Tony Morris; Courtesy of The Evergreen Courant Newspaper; Garry T. Lee, and other VSPA Members.
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(109) VSPA Members exit Rabb élnetery gat-e. JROTC "Jaguars" salute me

L

(110) Middle School "Jaguars" wave and take iPhone photos. Very polte young kids!
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(110b/c.) Newell Swartz, prior VSPA President, and Mom, enjoy the JROTC's friendly spirit.
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(1 11) Everyone is leavmg for the bus and the short ride to Evergreen s new Veterans Monument
where they will see Sgt Bruce Dale Jones' name listed with twelve Vietnam KIA/LOD casualties.
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(113) Footstone was pa‘id for by an -ano.nymous VSPA member and placed on Sgt Jones tombslab with permission of the family.
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(114) Mom and Erlyce eave the memorial Rabb Cemetery, with mixed feelings and memories of their own p::rsonal loss.
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(115) As VSAP members enter/exit Rabb Cemetery, they see a Rabb Family bricked-in location, which was part of the original cemetery
built in the early 1800s. One of the tombstones lists a deceased as having been age ten when our country celebrated its first 4th of July holiday.

file:///C/1-WORK/reunion_2012-welcome-home-memorial-sgt-bruce-dale-jones-p8.htm[10/8/2018 9:14:47 PM]



Welcome Home Sgt Bruce Dale Jones, LOD Vietnam 1972, Graveside Memorial OCT 5, 2012; 18th VSPA Reunion 2012. Page-8.

(116) Rabb Famlly plots brlcked-ln locatlon at Rabb Cemetery, Evergreen Alabama.

y :-;

- (1 17) Rabb Famrly plots brlcked-m locatlon at Rabb Cemetery, Evergreen Alabama.

% THE EVERGREEN COURANT

VOLUSBE 118 Everpreen, Alabareas MA01 Thwarsday, October &, 7012
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Evergreen, AL

Thurs., October 11, 2012

Vietham casualty honored

By Lee Peacock
Courant Staff Writer

An estimated 200 people
attended a memorial event in
honor of the late Bruce Dale
Jones, an Evergreen service
member who was killed in
Vietnam, Friday at the Rabb
Cemetery, west of Evergreen.

The 20-vear-old Jones, a
graduate  of Thurgood
Marshall High School in
Evergreen, was killed on
March 9, 1972 at Tan Son Nhut
Airbase in Gia Dinh, South
Vietnam. where he was serv-
ing as 4 sergeant in the Air
Force's 3771 Security Police
Squadron. During Friday’s
event, members of the
Vietnam Security Police
Association (VSPA ) and others
paid tribute to Jones at his
gravesite in the cemetery.

During the event, Evergreen
Mavor Pete Wolff read an offi-
cial proclamation from the
City of Evergreen in honor of
Jones. In August, in prepara-
tion for the event. the city
council unanimously voted to
declare Oct. 5 “"Bruce Dale
Jones Day" in the Citv of
Evergreen as a way to honor
Jones.

The complete proclamation
read as follows;

“To All Who See These
Presents - Greetings:

“"WHEREAS, inherently. the
City of Evergreen has recog-
nized their native citizens for
all cutstanding aceomplish-
ments, but most especially
those of bravery And,

“WHEREAS, it is well docu-
mented that Bruce Dale Jones
was born, raised and came to
manhood within the City of
Evergreen. And,

“WHEREAS, Bruce Dale
Jones is known to be a gradu-
ate of Thurgood Marshall
High School, a school with a
long and meaningfil history
linked with the City of
Evergreen. And,

“WHEREAS, Bruce Dale
Jones, elected to serve i the
Armed Forces of the United
States Military, enlisting in
the United States Air Force in
1870, crediting his home of
record to be the Citv of
Evergreen. And,

"WHEREAS, Bruce Dale
Jones lost his life in the line of
duty, succumbing to wounds
suffered in 1972 while serving
with the 377th Security Police

Squadron at Tan Son Nhut
Airbase, serving against ene-
mies of the United States of
America in a foreign country
to wit, the Communist Forces
of North Vietnam. And.

"WHEREAS, Bruce Dale
Jones' body was retuwrned to
the City of Evergreen for last
rite services and interment
here. And,

“WHEREAS, we are gath-
ered todav at the gravesite to
pay tribute to Bruce Dale
Jones and glorify his memory

“Let it be known from now
and henceforth that 1, Pete
Wolff III, by the authority
vested in me as Mayor of the
City of Evergreen, Ala., do
hereby and hereon. declare
that Oct. 3 be proclaimed
“Bruce Dale Jones Day” for
perpetuity, a fitting tribute for
one who so selflessly gave
their life for our freedom.
Thank vou for vour service
and ‘rest in peace,” Bruce Dale
Jones.

“In witness whereof, | have
hereunto set my hand and
caused the seal of thas citv o
be affixed on this the 5th day of
October, 2012, (Signed) Mavor
Pate Walff 111."

(118a) Newspaper Banner - (118b) Article
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In addition to Wollf, other
speakers at the event ineluded
Don Poss, Newell Swartz, the
Rev, Michael Jackson, Ed
Daubert, James Leon
Windham, Pete Piazzi and
Angela McGee of Evergreen, a
member of Jones' familv

During the event, 'oss rec-
ognized VSPA member Ed
Daubert. who served with
Jones in Vietnam. All active
duty military and law enforce-
ment veterans were also rec-
ognlzed during the event.
Piazzi, who served in Vietnam
and received a Silver Star, also
read an original poem that
wias  written especially  for
Fridav's memorial service.
The event also included a
wreath-layving ceremony and a
performance of “Amazing
Grace” hv  bagpipe plaver,
Howard Yates,

Organizers thanked the
City of Evergreen, Mavor Pete
Wolft, Hillcrest High School's
ROTC wunit and Sgi. Major
Ralph  Crysell,  Cherrie's
Blossome and Blooms, David
Leach of the Leach Monument
Co,, members of the Disabled
American Veterans, Conecuh
County Sheriff Edwin Booker
and his deputies, the Patriot
Riders Association and every-
one who attended.

(119) Bruce Dale Jones HS photo.

(120) The caption on the back of that picture declared this to be the "Knot Hole Gang."
They were further identified as:
Front Row, L-R: Tubby, Quint, Carl Back Row, L-R: Bruce, Zachery, Wendell.
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ACKROWLEDGEMENTS

The family of the late AIC Broce Dale Jooes wishes to acknowledge
with deep apprecistion the numercws exprossions of sympathy exisaded
by [rierds during this time of bereavement.

vee. Milfary Persoomel

Flower BORIETS . .ovucemrnrasesssccnserssssrnnsnssssnnnnass ClaaS of HPO

Intermends, Rabb Comelery

LAST RITES
o

THE LATE

AIRMAN FIRST CLASS BRUCE DALE JONES

St. Paul United Methodist Church
Chaplain Officiating
Rev. R. W, Johnson, Pastor
Friday, March 17, 1972—Two O’clock P.M.

The Unity Burial Service, Directing

(121) St. Paul United Methodist Church: Last Rites bulletin for Airman First Class Bruce Dale Jones (posthumously promoted

).
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DRITUARY

The Ilate Alrman First Class Broce Dale Jones, fifth child of Mr.
r':.h!ﬂuhndhtliuhwnﬂtwm.nhhm. Jorunry 4.

He recoived his education in the schools of Evergreen. Immedistely
following his graduation from e Marshall High Scheel,
May I, 70, he enlisied in the United States Air Force.

Adrman Jooes was serving In South East Asia at the time of his
death, March 9, 1972

He is remembered by his teachers na a sfudent of exiraocdinary
wholastie abdlitbes. an persenalily o maral
character,

His pareots remembor him aa just “Broce™, a beloved and devoted

two brothers- o law, Mr. Lawrence Westry, Slalf Scrgeant Graham
Muaxey: Pour pieces. throo pephews a bost of relatives and Iriends,

Today the journey s ended, 1 have werked out the mandate of fate
Niked, alone wndefended, | knocked ot the Uiiermosi Gate,

Behind is ldfe and Ms bonging. its irisls, fs troubles. it sorrow;
Beyond Is the Infinke morming.

O a day withoul a Gomarnow.

Loww, the gate swings wide sl my knocking. Across ondiess reaches | soe;
Loat friends with laughier come Mocking

To give a glad wolcome 10 me; Farewell the maze have been threaded,
This is the ending of srife;

Say not thal death should be deoaded

Tia' but the beginning of life.

ORDER OF SERVICE

Processlonal
L M T L e T P e O OCE T L e “Above The Hills'
e e & Chaplain
08 Testament
Mew Testament
Prayer .. Chaplain
Oy - S e S Mrs. Gwendolyn Armatrong
AckrowlodQermttils - ....cioiiiinieissmaararass Marths Deborsh Joncs
L T R v 18 e o Cottrell Jobinson
Eulogy . Chaplain
e b T LY A ot A AL K LA i s i s
Musie
Viewing Remalns
Recesbonal
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(122) St. Paul United Methodist Church: Obituary Airman First Class Bruce Dale Jones (posthumously promoted).

VSPA Remembers Sgt Bruce Dale Jones
Welcome Home

1 have to say that VSPA's response was more than one could hope for. I am so proud of my brothers for
showing so much support and caring for this event. I now have an even GREATER pride in our association
as a result -- if that's even possible. Thank you Don for all of your work!!!! Regards, Ed Daubert
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Vietnam Security Police Association, Inc. (USAF)
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