3rd SPS, Jeep Convoy. Phan Rang AB: 3rd APS, photos by, Carl Tripp. 1968.

PHAN RANG AIR BASE

Rockets In-coming!
(c) 1999, Photo Journal, by Carl Tripp

1. Warehouse 100 feet from our barracks hit by rockets - late Jan. / early
Feb 1968.

2. Building near base theater hit by rockets - Feb 1968
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3. Sandbag/PSP bunker use to go to front-corner of building. Bunkbed of 'surgically
removed' wall contained body of Airman killed by shockwave. ?Between 12-16 troops were
vaporized by a rocket that hit the bunker?. Author had tried to get into the bunker but it was too

full - it was hit when he was running for another bunker 75 feet away. This is where some of our
MIA's may have been.

4. Barracks building hit by mortar / rocket - Feb 1968
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5. A Wing officer's trailer hit by a rocket (he wasn't in it). The water tower in the
background was manned by an SP who gave the warning (siren and radio) whenever he
spotted any incoming ("the rocket's red glare..... .") hence saving untold lives.
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Downtown!
8. & 9. Typical street scenein Downtown Phan Rang.

10. right. Movie Theater ...
Same but in color.
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11. Below.
Carl Tripp, outside China-3:
Phan Rang's beach gate.

12. Right. Guard Tower near the NCO
Club, overlooking the back of base.

13. 35th Security Police HQ building. 14. SP HQ: Area right was the fencedby SP's
'beer garden'.

15. SP Base Patrol jeep. 16. Two Law Enforcement SP's... names
fade with time.
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3rd SPS, Jeep Convoy.

17. Law Enforcement
Security Police, armed with an
M16.

18. Phan Rang's
Front Gate, at road to
Top Cham and Phan
Rang.

19. Front Gate:
Building in back-
ground with stalls was
where local workers
were searched for
contraband, explosives,
guns, knives, etc), both
coming in and going.
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20. Convoy Duty between Phan Rang and Cam
Ranh Bay AB. SP Jeep was a newer M-141 (?)
mounted with an M60 machine gun.

21. Left. 3rd Security
Police Squadron, Jeep
Convoy escourts
trucks. Partofa
Convoy over a new
bridge. The bridge on
the left had been
destroyed days before,
by Viet Cong.

22. C-Rats; Can we ever forget: My favorite
canned rations, Meat Balls with beans in
Tamato Sauce! Remember the heat-tabs, can
opener, and Cigarettes (7 in pack) with every
"meal"?
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3rd SPS, Jeep Convoy.

Phan Rang AB: 3rd APS, photos by, Carl Tripp. 1968.

23. News - Phan Rang SPs went TDY to Bién Hoa for Base Defense! Article relates to why

Phan Rang SP's were sent there. (circa Jan 1968)
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24. News - Battle of Bién Hoa (circa, late Jan 1968/early Feb 1968).

25. News - 35th SPS return to Phan Rang from base defense of Bién Hoa AB.

(circa mid-March 1968). 35th Security Police at Phan Rang receives the

Presidential Unit Citation.

THE WHITEMAN MONITOR, Friday, Sept. 5

. 1969

**USAF * *

The 35th Tactical Fighter Wing at
Phan Hang AB. Vietnam. has
feenived  the Presidential - Ut
Citation. highest U.S. mililary umt
award.

The award coversd the perind
Ot 10, 1066, o April 10, 1967,
during which time the wing flew
myore Lhad 1% 000 combat missions,

accompanving <citation
T:l:ll]:llLLl out that |:II|I'-'1F of the 35th
TFW conducted “‘devasiatingly
precise attacks that have stopped
hostibe attacks at the very perimeler
of fmendly psolions.”
The 35th TFW also has earncd
twia 115 Air Force Ouwistanding
Umit Awards,
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