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PHAN RANG AIR BASE
Photos
AP Korea - AP Vietham

by Clarence J. Schofield, LM 821 (Ret. TSgt)
Korea: 1955; Vietnam:
Pa Nang AB, 6222nd ABS/AP,1961-1962;
Pleiku AB, Det 1/38th TAC/AP, 1964;
Phan Rang AB, 1966-1967

By Clarence J. Schofield, as told to Don Poss: | received a return phone call from Clarence J. Schofield, regarding an inquiry, after a cold
phone call message made to him several days ago. Clarence retired as an E6 and also served in Korea as an AP in 1955.

I had flown in to Buu Son airfield en route to Phan Rang Air Base, and the 366th APS. Buu Son was only a tiny airport near the brand new
Phan Rang soon-to-be Air Base, and was awaiting transportation to the base. Phan Rang’s runway was still under construction and not then
open to air traffic, and therefore Buu Son was the closet dinky little airport we could fly in and out of and only a couple of miles away from
the base.

That March 1966 day inside Buu Son’s terminal there were about sixty or seventy civilians and military types arriving and departing and
just standing-setting around waiting for their airplane or a ride somewhere. | was just standing around in the crowd and had just set my bag
down to light a cigarette, and heard the distinct “PING” -- | instantly recognized that as a grenade’s spoon or safety lever spring flying
away—which meant someone had pulled the pin and tossed or dropped a grenade which rolled across the floor and stopped literally within
a couple of feet from me — the only grenade magnet in the terminal.

It was an O-S moment, but | wasn’t scared and knew there was really no choice but to grab it and run away from the terminal crowd. | had
flown through Buu Song before and recalled there was an open-air sand bag bunker just outside an exit door, but also recalled | had never
seen it without a lot of military guys racked out on the sandbags catching some Z’s. No choice—I grabbed the live grenade and was
running for the bunker, and miracle of miracles no one was lounging on the bags! Precious seconds had already passed when | reached the
outside doorway and was only half through it when I lobbed the grenade over the wall of the bunker. It couldn’t have fallen passed the top
layer of sandbags when it exploded — Violently!

I didn’t know where the grenade came from and no one ever to my knowledge found out the truth either. At that time, | was uncertain if
we were under attack or what was happening. It was a no time to think or get scared moment -- it just happened too fast, and my reaction
was really the only way anyone, including me, was going to escape serious injury or worse.

Later, | was told | was put in for the Airman’s Medal and a Bronze Star. Time went by when | was told | had received the Airman’s Medal,
but because they couldn’t determine who actually threw the grenade it was apparently chalked off as an accident, and that’s how the
incident was written up. Let’s see: someone pulls the grenade’s pin...someone holding the spoon in place let’s go of the spoon...someone
tosses the grenade in to the middle of a crowded closely packed small terminal room...and therefore that must have been an accident.
Maybe so -- no one died and for that | am thankful.

Today, I’m fighting my own health issues battle with a number of agent orange related problems. | know who pulled the pin on that one,
but when | applied to the VA in 1991 or so they turned me down. Don Poss called me and we talked about the Airman’s Medal, and he
told me the criteria for Agent Orange now includes a presumption on some of my ailments. Since 1991, no one has ever offered to help
direct me with getting through the VA before—VSPA is the first to do so. 1’'m okay with a computer, but not great, and until Don’s phone
call I have to admit I never knew about VSPA. I’ve asked for a membership package and appreciated the Welcome Home.

I also served in Korea, and retired as an E6.

Clarence J. Schofield served as an Air Policeman in Korea, and also Vietnam.

Q. What year were you in Korea, and if so, were you an Air Policeman then?
A. 1955 [End of fighting, July 1953]. Were you an AP then? Yes.

Q. What year did you retire as an E6?
A. 1 Nov. 1974.

Q. What years were you in Vietnam?
A. ba Nang AB, 6222nd ABS/AP,1961-1962; Pleiku AB, Det 1/38th TAC/AP, 1964; Phan Rang AB, 1966-1967.

Q. What bases were you at in Vietnam?
A. Pleiku, ba Nang, and Phan Rang. | worked with "B "CO 1st/327 1st Brigade 101st and was all over Vietnam.

Q. By the way, do you remember Bruce Pritchett? He posted a story relating your incident based on the news article. There are several
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photos of you in the story posted at http://www.vspa.com/pr-bruce-pritchett-portrait-of-a-hero-1966.htm since 2000.
A. Yes, | know Pritchett but am unable to locate him now.

| Had a small formal ceremony where four citations were presented by a full bird colonel.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY TIAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGRESS JULY 2, 1926
HAS AWARDED

THE AIRMAN'S MEDAL

TO
ATEMAN FIRST CLASS CLAMENCE J, SCEDFISLD
FOR
HEROISM

11 February 196G

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
THIS st DAY OF Harch 198

L, UBAF ndiveTaTT OF TR A rOmaE

1. The Airman's Medal, awarded for Heroism, to A1C Clarence J. Schofield.
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE ATRMAN'3 MEDAL
T0
CLARRNCE J. SCHOFLELD

Atrman Pirst Class Clarence J, Schofield distinguished himself
by beroiem involving voluntary risk of 1ife at Phan Rang Air Base,
Ropublie of Vietnam on 11 Fabruery 1966, On that date, Airman
Schofield was handed a live hand gremade with a defective striking
mechaniam and safety pin removed. With complete dleregard for his
own pafety, Alrman Schofleld, despite the danger of the gremsades
imsinent detonation, unhesitatingly held the defective striker in

lace and ordered the immediate evacustion of the sres, Adirman

hofield succeeded in svacuating approximately 60 military and
civilisn personnel and then sllowed the grenmade to detonate 1in &
gecurs area, The sxemplary courage and heroism displayed by Air-
man Schofield reflect groat credit upon himself and the United
Statoe Air Force.

2. Citation to AcCO The Award of The Airman's Medal to Clarence J. Schofield.
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THPARTYENT OF THE AIN ROTCE
HEATCUARTERS SEVENTHE AIR FORCE {Pasay)
AFD SEN FRAMCTECD  GRI0T

Fi DERLIATE ESiRAsy
Yoy FI7A
AR FOROE WRRD ARATH SEVES LIFE

Fhan Tnng (7AF) — HEWD S4VES AMOTHER LIFE — Air Fores A,1,0, Clarence
W. Scholiald, 2, of Fivertinle, ¥n., who recently snptched a Live groenode
Trom the Tlear of 8 aroeded momm has arcdin saved aheemgn Mife, The sudek-
thinkive airmon wded arkifien) respdratien and kert o ptriaken TeTlow iy
palicenen brepthine untdl redicr]l help arrdived, Ho wes adarded the fdman®s
Horel for throwing the wermade cat of the room. and hAB been recommended for
the Aewngs Star for his modt recent sction, (AR BORIE PHOIOO.

.

WiTAc This item hag been clenred for ralease by PACV,

3. DOAF Press Release [Phan Rang AB]: Air Force Hero Again Saves Life.
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Quick Reaction..

Airman Saves Friend’'s Lite

AN RANG —Hver since his
arrival in Yietnamn fafe seems
fo adog the foolsteps ol A1C
Clarence M, SchoTield amd push
ludin nle Light corpers now sl
thea. VFach time this happens,
Sehalield comes aul 2 heps,

| dan’t wnow how [ gal eought
In thess situasions,” edmits the
quiet spoken air paligarman whe
worn the Airman’s Medal recenlly
ang is now being consldared for
1he Broasce Star. Scholleld confes-
ies he hos no desire for ¢ lasts
of glary.

wol long age at i San
otk on Lhe perimeler of the big
pew air base here, he spabched
u bive grenae from the oor of
the walling room with
quick presence af mnnd threw
i1 la a nesriy bunker where i@
exploded harmiesaiy, i prompl
actlen wmdoubied]ly  aaved  Che
leves of the 5S-Gl peepls geiher-
eil Lheve.

For thiz bii of bravery, Scho-
field was awarded 1he Airruan’s
Medal “for hercicm  anvolviaz
velantary risk of life.” Hiscom.
mrant when quoried oa his im-
pulsive ael, Well, B fust seemed
the only thing to da at the time,

Naw It's Dappesed oo bim
again,

This tirme the guick-thiaking air-
man pumped life inlo o fellow
membar af the 384 Alr Police

airs

ani]

By Ma] Richard HIN

Squedran when hiz buddy zellap-
sed from galt degpietion and be-
gan hyparventlating [over-bree-
thingl. He immedictely [umped
inte athien, applied ortifiztal res-
piration and kegt the stricken man
brecthing evenly wuntil medical
haip arfived.

swsehnlichd really mavel] fas”
savs ARG Loren BRendsll al Ma-
rinn, s 3% he Llells al the
night A2 Rodaey L. Leliree:
Orlamda, Flr., aeacly died in
their tesl, “He just ook ane
loak at [eliree perspiring hoavi-
Ivy Iving on his bunk gasping
far brestlh in hig gulping snbs,
anid sent me ranning for an
ambutance.”

Sehafield remembers how Le-
Brae firal turned deep red then
pake, started to choke violently
and Dinally stopped Lreatliog
aitogether. He quickly (urned
the giek man aver on his stanach,

1 said 1o myself *Yau'l Leller
zed husy, oy, or this guy's po-
ing to punch ool cight mew’”
Schofeelil got down te the seri-
oud hustness of sbministering
writficial respicalion. =l kad to
Rkee 08 ap foraome Limea, " drowls |
bie 20 woar  old  Riverdale,
Ga., alzman, “he had 2 knack o
sinpping s lirealhing every 13-
poe | oquirt

When hapital suthorities ap-

plawded Scholleld’s fast work In
the: erists, Cal, George 5. Wesrt,
3D Tactieal  Fighter  Wing
commanider  recomimsended  a-
ward af the Bronze Star medal
for  Schofielids  “ meriloriong
achievement™ in the emergency,

What daca  Scholiehl think
abont thiz seclies of evenis ? Jus!
this & Hioah, | Jdon't wont to e
a# hiero, anly o good citizen ser-
ving mv céuntry the besl way
1 can™

T it -;;rcr:—L Maws
Friday  Tune 11 1Tkl
Froe =

4. AF NEWS article, 17 June 1966: Airm Saves Friend's Life.

MY VIETNAM PHOTOS

(%

5. Photo by Clarence J. Schofield. 1966-1967.
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7. Photo by Clarence J. Schofield. 1966-1967.

8. Photo by Clarence J. Schofield. 1966-1967.
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PRS- R T  o

9. Photo by Clarence J. Schofield. 1966-1967.

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
THIS 1S TO CERTIFY TIAT
THE AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL
HAS BEEN AWARDED TO
TGN FIRST GLASS CLARENCE J. SDHOPYELD
ron

KIEHITORIOUS SERVICE

8 Jamary 1966 ta 23 December 1%

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND LN THE CETY (F WASHINGTON
TillS it DAY OF damaary 16267

-
)

] £/ | Py
At L s

WILLIAN W, POMYER, ldeitenant Gegepal, USAF
Comemander, Yeventh Adr Force b4

L 'J'f,_!,_/

SRGIIETAMY (0F TG N FIHE

11. DOAF: Award of The Air Force Commendation Medal to A1C Clarence J. Schofield. 14 Jan 1967.

file:///C/public_vspa/HTM%20HTML%20t0%20PDF/pr-clarence-schofield-photos-svn-korea-1961.htm[9/9/2018 7:54:06 PM]



Phan Rang AB: SVN and Korea: Photos by Clarence J. Schofield (E6 Ret). 1966.

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE AIR FORCE
COMMENDATION MEDAL

Distingniahed himeall by meritorisus service while assigned o
th - Gomssn b Seppar ITIRED -;'H.-'-!_: o TR
His professional skill and initiative during the pericd from
s darvusry. 1§ LS sommaet |[PEG
alded immeasurably in identifving problefns associated with his
asaigned dutivg and in implemensting procedures and techniquen
to molwe these problems. His snergetic spplication of his
knowledge played a significant role in conilributing to the
effgctiveness and suceess of the United States Air Force
miksion in Southesst Agia. The distinctive agcornplishments af

5 el
2 1 Frea ]

raflect credit upon himself and the United States Adr Force.

12. DOAF: Citation to AcCO the Award of The Air Force Commendation Medal to A1C Clarence J. Schofield.

VN7V Cazetog d O Oevict’

file:///C/public_vspa/HTM%20HTML %20t0%20PDF/pr-clarence-schofield-photos-svn-korea-1961.htm[9/9/2018 7:54:06 PM]


mailto:DonPoss-LM37@vspa.com?subject=BROKEN LINK (http://www.vspa.com/pr-clarence-schofield-photos-svn-korea-1961.htm): I am Reporting a Broken Link or Photo on this page, or have a Comment.&body=Don Poss: %0d%0dThe broken Link is as follows:

	Local Disk
	Phan Rang AB: SVN and Korea: Photos by Clarence J. Schofield (E6 Ret). 1966.


