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&i TOINED to Fight! Jomned to Fight!™

The worda echoed over Huwaii's Schoficld Buae-
racks a8 the A Foree's olite 1041st USAF Security
Police Squadron double-timed smartly down the road.

The 104151 35 unique. It i the heart of an Ajr
Force test proprsm celled Operation Sele Side. Its
purpose? Form, equip and train a US Air Foreo Sg-
curity Police focee with the ability to secure air bases
Tocated in hostile sovironments against all forms of
enemy ground Action.

With greater mobilily, more advanced  detection
equipment, reinforced (caining, wnd heavier fire-power
thar & normally fourd in 4 securdty palicc squadron,
the 1041st, currendy 20WF men strong, & wndetgoing
sin. months of ficld evalwalion,

The idea for the unil was concelved in 965 ac
s resull of Air Farce experience n Yictnam wheree
heavily guarded air hases were being attacked by Lhe
Viet Cong. Ohviosly, new procsdures for iglemnal
buse security were needed, Althoupgh Air Force Se-
curity Poliec plans against sabotage were hasically
sound for most bases throwghout the world, 5 sludy
in Vietnam proved that no single eaisking syseem or
technique provided sufficient security o thwart the
Vigl Cong puerillas m their owrn envimoment.

Based on the siwetion in Vietnam a oew base se-
curity eoncept, unlike any in Air Force history, was
designed. Evolved under the swpervisory eve of Li
Cicti, Gilen W, Martin, Air Foroe Tnspector General

l= the lvih Ha=oilen covniryiide, uir palicemen sractics rombat 1asiies.
Crew fires & 50 caliber matklae gue of & simulomd enemy targel,

1 The Alrman

until February 1967, the proposal was presented 10
und accepled by Chief of Staff, General John P. Me-
Connell and the Air Siaff. The name Safe Side was
aviigned 1o the development of (he new concept.

Because of his cxpericnce in the Geld of internal
sel.-unt:.-. Lo Colo William H. Wise wus sppointed
project afficer for Operation Safe Side.

Discussiont were held with the US Army, Marine
Corps, and Royal Adr Force regurding pround com-
bl training eourses which would best suit the needy
of lhis new program. The US Army Ranger Course
at Fort Benning, Ga. was selecied In guditon 10
being realistic and touph, @t also developed the in-
dividual’s self-confidence, and legdemhip abilites, o
well as his akill in ground combar tactics,

A Iraming plan was writlen, based om  Army
Ranger experienes, and a oumber of Air Force Se-
enrity Police officers and NCOs were screened for in-
structor duty. Twenty-theee were finally selected for
Ranger iraining-

Mext, the call for velenteers went oul b Sceurity
policenen, The requirements were soff, “Won only did
applicants have o be highly motivated, but their Tust
five proficiency reports had to be in the top 10 per-
cent! Nawrally, applicants also had to be in near- | | Toginems are schooled in Ih- arf -:-f tmmautlcge, Fropedy uwbnd. they
pcrl:ctﬂhphg.micnl condition. One hundred seventy el | |gpe glwqn iopeakle be e Ses the M6 aimed Soecily 84 yeo?
WERE a2 p M
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The 104131 USAF Security Police Squadron wis

activated in Seplember 1966, 01 then had 225 men,
including trainees, instructors pod supporl personnel,
All iz combat members wcre, ond stll ore, volun-
teers. Wirtually all had been Air Force Security Police-
men.
*During the first fow weeks, trainges were given
lot of physicel conditioning and many hours of drill,”
said = trainine NCO. “We had o get them in shape
as guoickly as possible. The drills were good for their
coordination, We wanfed them 1o see  evervihing,
think quickly and clearly, to reacl instantonsously
and to shoot straizht. Al of these are inportant in com-
hat,” explained the veteran sctunty policeman.

Schoficld Barracks in Hawnii was selected as the
trafning site hecause of its tereain, housing, and olher
facilities. An ohstacle course was not aveilable al
Schofield, but the instructors buill their own, pattern-
ing it after the one al Fort Benning.

Training was in § jungle enviconment, and in-
cluded might mfiltration tactics. Scout dogs wers in-
cluded im the program. Air Force persoancl conducted
all phases of training,

This s the firsy time a complere Air Foree unit
has been trined for delensive ground combat.

“Low] buse scowrily forees are responsible for he
Internal protection of pic Bases,” Colenel Wise staned.
“They have been wery effcctive againgt  attemptod
penetrations by saboleurs. But when hostile groups
tvertty attack our base perimeiers in large numbers,
s foa lulel

“With units such s th= T Is1 vm the scenc. the
encmy wouhd have a oough time goiting | ol
enough to the base withow being detected,” he con-
Unued. "W are squipped with moedem electronic de-
vices and seout dogs 10 alest us when sumcone penc-
yrates our area of responsibalny.”

Personnel of the MM st are highly trained mo all
phuses of ground combat, with special empljasis un
tectics relating to perimeter and internal  security
protectinn. Their basic weapon it the M-16 rifle, bue
they also have, and are highly skilled im0 e use of,
u wide warigty of other weaping which make the -
it = high firepower organication.

The dngs of the IWHI5L anc unique within the Adr
Furce. They are scout dogs trakned poimurily oot e
pleeck an eremy. bul o deteet his presencc., ewen
when he's hiding a0 water,

A comparatvedy new sysem of hand-to-hand  come-
bt meeasures 15 used by the unit, i includes soif gle-
fepse with aod wichow weapons, [0 s designed (v
kill or meapacitale an cnemy whenover phvsizal ¢on-
hpril 1567 il

tacl is made. All asﬁigntd Alr Foree Stcur'il}' Tolice-
men are skilled in hand-to-hand  eombat,

To check on physical and combat proficiency, pe-
rodie 1ests were given. These included the Sihyaed
low crawl, horizontal ladder, dodge mn and jump,
grenude throw, and one-mile mup, Trainees were re-
quirgd Lw score o minimum of 300 for all five events.

When training began, the average physical comdi-
tion soore per studemt was 311 poims. Sin wecks
futer the avernge score had jumped w 381 — indicat-
ing the significant improvement i physical condition-
ing. More than 20 of the meo clad in fatipues, combat
n

honts, weh bell, and canteen were able to mun the
mile in &% minules or less

Midway through Lraining the men were subieeted
W sscape 3nd cvation activs. After being “captured”
by the insructors, trainees were marched 1o &n
“enemy” compound, The students were held “eaptive™
avernight — abyut 20 hows inowll, 10 wos
harrowing experience,” explained one of the men.
“Il never be taken prosoncr,” staled another.

“Tt was all made very neulistic,” said ChSge. Rob-
et . Frink, squadron sergeunt majar, “We harassed
them, insulted them, and did all the things we think

The Alrman

the eremy would do 1o hdmiliole them. They were
very macomfoctablc. [ doa’t think they ot any skep
&l all thal night. Mow, they hove o better ides of
what it means 10 be capiured.”

Sergeant Frink speabs from  expericoce.  During
World War Il he was cuptursd by the Germans, b
escaped 1R duys later.

During theie 16 weeks in Hawaii, endine in mid-
Decembrer. the men went through eomban leadning =
rough as any cwer tzken by an A Force unit. Their
day began ar dawm and ended long after dark. Many
of the vetéfan msiructon who completod the Army

Ayl AT

Course of Fort Benning rake Sak Side traia-
ugh, and i some respocts (ougher than
Benming. .
Highlight of training came s the end of ihe ainth
week, Ar this point the studonts reocived the unit's
distinetive symbel, the “blue beret™ General 'NTaI:IJ'II.
who had seen the project through from s beginning,
prescnted the bercts. From then on the trainccs and
instructors woeked o5 a unil e form a Mexible, highly
mobile sccurily police force. The men who  had
“Iu'-yml"‘dlt“mm“uihduﬂrmdgm
. Cn
n
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Trodness bl this chmibigh log weder o il bead of sheam  enmmrsaul ever B owarh
weapost b8 baed This chuodls b mlled, operepistely sasogh, e “hally besips ™

o S -
A e e e
mMany obshotles mul be nagadicied wt a dsad
run. Caurse is like Fi. Benning Rarger Schoal.

20 The Rirman

When stedenrs bocome profickenl ar zrowling wnder the barksd wirs ab EFhic haight,
it’s lowerad a liHle, This iz only one ol 14 chollenges in the fuugh abatacls caurse.
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Lomhat mambers ol tha §4Te Saguily Polios Sqmodvon meak be ready 1 wimaunst gy sbibsdls hay meed, Hars By w00
@ I matar vlugs viling o ingie repe Melainee kiawa aa the Swin peal. A ke hevs wdans o ralymahing dip ln tha

BT

T o R e 1 -
Hare's one way to whet foe well your atodecd's snthushosm.
Troines goes off the boord Blinddelded, then swess 4o chane

Finally rrough thuir troining, theas air policemen ore
ready lor zambal. Unit uses .14 ond heavier wROpONg,

Safeside History

Safeside Stories

Music & © 1998, by J. Eshleman, Il BMI

All music is played by permission of the composers and copyright holders.
© Vietnam Security Police Association, Inc. (USAF) 1995-2018. All Rights Reserved.
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