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PHAN RANG AIR BASE
1 April 1966
Portrait of a Hero

Photos submitted by Bruce Pritchett
PC, 37th APS; PR, 35th SPS

I was stationed with an A1C Clarence J. Schofield (LM 821) at Phan Rang AB in early 1966, until | was transferred to Phu Cat. There was a
big write-up [see below] in The Air Division Advisor and the Stars and Stripes about an incident having to do with a grenade being dropped
accidentally by an Airborne guy. Airman Scofield picked it up and quickly disposed of it. There were about fifty civilians and military standing
inside the pavilion at the time, and tragedy was avoided by Schofield's quick action. The article in S&S was titled, "Portrait of a Hero," 1 April
1966.

Below are photos of A1C Schofield taken by a S&S Photog. A1C Schofield was nominated for at least two medals: the Airman's Medal and the
Bronze Star. | think he's from Georgia -- have tried to find him on a web search without luck. I believe he was in his mid-30's in 1966; that would
make him sixty-something now. He was one of the four or five of us at Phan Rang that guarded the Buu-Son terminal where Air Vietnam flew out
of; also, 101st Airborne flew out of Buu-Son (it was an old French pavilion, PSP matting runway, before the base runway was finished.

[In late 1965-early 1966, Phan Rang AB was fairly premitive. The closest active runway was about two miles away at Buu-Song Air Field. There
were about 300 Air Force personnel at the airfield then.]
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Airman Grabs Live Grenade,
Gets Rid ot IT, Saves Crowd

PHANG HANG — PPeople con-
cernvd with the urgdent husiness
of war erowded (e liny airporl

of Bong Sop, CBi =S5an }

Brightly-clad  Vietnamese  ci-
wilinns mngled with hattle-slaii-
ned LS, Lroops relurning from
action sl Tuy Hoa. Bis-eved chil-
dren, capght in o sea  of uni-
forms, wolehed  open-mouthed
as weary men Iredged by, uns-
lung  poacks  and  carbines, to
clamber shoard o waiting  line
of dusty trocks.

The lools of war were evidenl
evierywiere.

Bondellers of shalls  thrown
oround milltary shoulders floshed
In the zun. Automalic pistols slap-
ped moscvler thighs, ond deodly
M-16 rifles hung againsgt taded
uniforms.

Replacement  troops — [resh,
polished, chests hung heavily
with dangling grenades mil-
led expeetantdy as Lhey  waited

lor planes Lo Lake theo to batlle,

By Maj. Rlchard HIIlI

Suddenly, the usual how of 2
cronwdd was ent by the moetallie
clatter of 2 grenmde striking,
houncing on the conerele Toar

anel the raltle of its hamdle
flying off and spinning across
the room.

It was o breiel moment hefore
iovoive sereamet) in the shocked
stillness, “Live grenmude 1

Some  stared, aneamprehend-
1k,

Others pushed and serambled
frunlically lor cover.

[ids, frightened by (he meler,
clulehed fiereely  at their
maother's skirts.

Then Alr Farce AIC Clarence J.
Schofield of Riverdale, Go., raced
across the open space, scooped
up the live grencde and looked
for a place fo throw it

“About S0 or GO people were
there, | didn't see any place to

piteh it without hmirling  some-
Loy so 1 ran Lo an old conerele
bunker the Froneh  had et
beliined and fossed e grenade
insides I exploded lnedintely:
threw me oo the groumd and
Just about blew off the top of

the  bunker,» he recalls willy
aoErin.,

Scehiofield is o miember ol the
dGGth Adr Police Squodron at
e Phier Hang air bhase,

In recognition of his courageous
act, Phan Rang base commondar
Col. Ben Matiick of Glendale,
Calif,, recommended Scholield be
awarded the Airman's Medol
“for haroism involving voiuntary
risk of life.”

When questioncd! later, Selio-
field  replled, ““When I picked
up the geenmde 1 pushed the
plunger back in, [T 1 b known
ab the Lime that this won'l stop
from  poing off, 1

really hureied o

i grenadle
would lave
set rid of 1.
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