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INFCRMATION SHEET. ON SAFPER TACTICS:
By: 37th SPS Intelligence Section

With the recent attack on Cam Ralm Bay by enemy Sappers, with all intel-
ligence indicators pointing to a country wide offensive directed toward maxi-
mum U.S5. casualiies and with POW and Hoi Chanh statements that the attacks
will come in the early part of August, we must be aware of the tactics the
enenmy is likely to use. Yor this reason, this paper has been prepared in the
hope that it will give each of you the most up to date knowledge of how the
enemy 1s 11ke1y to enter l‘CdB ,

PSS

”he bauper is not a hastily recrmteu; mexnemerced, frightened peasant;
he is a highly trained, deeply motivated, dengerous 2nemy soldier intent on
sneaking past the perimeter fences, flares, mines, towers and bunkers. Once
inside the base he will kill and main as many Azericans as he can find, and
will destroy what ever equipment he can until his ammunition and explosives
are exhausted. He is given fraining in body camouflage, . the dangers of moon-
light and reflections, and he is taught to inch along the ground spending
hours if need be, to approach the target undetected. He is taught to disarm
flares, cut or sgueeze through barbed or concertina wire and to avoid the XK-9
dogs by applying a mixture of animal fat and charcoal all over his body. He
discards all clothing except & loin cloth and carries nothing excep‘b his
weapons.

~ Tactics followed religiously by Seppers include a thorough visual recon
of the target area and surrounding defenses.  This is done 10 days. to 2 weeks
‘prior to an attack and no recons are ever performed within the five days pre-
ceeding an attack. Haps and sand table models of the area are ngde and each
man participating in the attack is shown the location of fences,  guard posts,
hov often patrols pass the area, where the lighting is, how to enter the
area and where to depart. <Then they practice the attack in their camp to
familiarize each man with the single file approach to the area, the bresk
out into 3 or 4 man colls ea ch going in a different direction to ceuse the.
most confusion and demage.  They rely on the use .of surprise to cusse maxi-
nonm caqualtles then w:.thdraw qulckly from a dlfferent direction then they
erme:r:edc Sl ;

.Freq_uently a diversion is created by -a'mortar attack or sniper fire or
explosions at some other part of the base.. “t any time mortars fall on base
you should expect that Seppers are entering the perimeter comewhere else.

They hope that the guards will be tco busy looking for muzzle flashes, or
watching the impacts; or even taking cover and this will prevent them from ---
being detected at the perimeter. They are taught that our defenses are like
an egg shell; difficult to penetrate, but once inside there is no more pro~
tec:‘.lon for the peoplg or the equipment on the base. ¢ omfaNy

ol " he 3 or 4 man cell is always used by Sappers. The 304 /&o/ 300 Sapper
n (who is targeted against FCAB) uses the 3 man cell in their attacks. One
ran carries an AK and hand grenades, one man the satchel charges and grenades,
and the third the B-40 and his ammo. %There is a strict order of fire; first
the AKs are used, then the satchels and hand grenades, with the B-40 men fir-
ing last. He is likely to be a short distance from the other two and he pro-
vides fire against defensive troons who are in the area or who arrive on the



scene. The other tvm concentrate on the destruc’clon of the tareet. Renember
vhen you sizht one man there will aluay.) be at least 2 others m “the Szre area
f.nd ourbe robably several such team neu:by

Bo’ch as a mornle factor mﬂ +o corfuse the defende*s, the Sam- T w1]1 al~

ways try to cerry off their wounded and dead’ comrades. . here will zlweys be a
medical cell near the uo:mt of ex:.t to zive medicel aid end provide stretchers
for the wm‘né’ed. T S S S

c’«ted Phu Cat. 4B ons-. -

' ‘*‘he Zf)z"th Sam*er Gom;:rany bas at

24 Sep 68..:7 individuals were s:,ghted Hrth of 15, orea. 1 ;WA sgar'rent
C*r 1ce:r was ca:'bureu.. : ‘ . L o

E 28 ﬂct 684; san unk s:i:ze enemgr %afgper it penetrated thc ‘oc-se and used
small a:r'ms and B~40s ag,amst bulld:mgé and :rsonnel rear the Chmbou ramp

22 Feb 69¢sl2 Sappers in 4 cellé of 3 men each, pene tra_ted_-—the-»fences-
HB of thz FMS azrea, another group was: to have created a diversion on the south
snd of the baae, but i‘alled 'bo do so,; Results: 4 enemy KI&, 1 cavtured.

lﬁ Arr 62,. .an unk numbe:c of 8a pper vere de‘cecteﬂ I\erth of ms area. :
- Results cnemy 1 Kla.

20Jun 69”.RGK farces were: r'mklng 8 swceu in the azea SE of PCAB, from
A heen.mortar A7 Jun.: Approx 500 meters .*cro«s “the river,.
they engag'ed a i‘lve men enemy unlt, Resu._‘bs 4 enexm,r KIA, 1 eop tm:ed, - ‘Lhis
it was identified as the 204th Sebper Co. .The.only conclus:.cn is that they
vere planning an attack on ‘the" base ‘but were detec’ted before they cculd 80~
tuelly be{ﬂn- : : , e -, v

; How many times we may have been fane'trdted on ' .recon LJ.Sf'lons cnly the
enemy knows for sure, but the men ceptured on 24 Sep hzd been in previously.
The group on 28 Oet knew exactly how to get in and out - without being.detec-

ted, and the man captured on 22 Feb stated recon patrols hed entered the base

several dsys prior to the attack. Cne diary captured vhen an NVA officer. OS:-
~ killed north of the base, had & map of the base end the ontry | coints he hzd
used when he Teconned the base’.“ Ve zre not imbregnable, but - the streagth of

- our defenses is measurable in how alert a.nd e:fficlent each :.nc"w:r.dml Secu}:— ,
rtv Policem is. wlule on duty. o S e : )
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