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The truth behind the
Mayaguez incident 2

Initiglly U5 Air Forge security unils [rom
Nakhon Phanom Air Base were o
co-ordinate their plans with U-tapao units
and seize the Mayaguez before the marimes
would have been prepared. but then

the ¢rash of a helicopter

killing all 23 on board delaved matters
e e T, T YeEE————

O Sucday, May 11, Cam-
oodian gunioals aeized the
LS frelgitor Mavaguoe off
the coust of Cambodis, Ame-
vican sougces =aid the ship
wis faken in internationm)
wntors: while Phhom Panh
rodis =afd the Mayagues had
Inlruded five kilomeatyes oo
Cambodion waters.

Washington declared that
the Maverusr waz {ranspor-
thng  coimmpreinl poods  en
rote 10 Thailamd and was
ool eareying weapons, even
defoncive wealand, or war
cargo. Cambodia  ¢harvged
fhat the ship was sprime on
Caombodiz az woare othor
U5 ships, ax woll as planes,
amd (ml was the easo for
its eaplum, Camledia alze
asserted that the ship was
earyying weapons and intel-
izence enulimmend.,

Both  sides, however,
apreed that the ship was
tabon without n strugele,
whoroupon the cvow of thir=-
tr—afne  bBecame  eaplives.
Likewise thert was o con-
tirtersy  eoncornlng  the
blertity oe citizenship of
amy erd' mEn e,

Alfer the selgure the US
asked China tomediateonits
pehall for the relurn of the
ship. Diplomsticsoutooes say
fhnl A sU utimaton vwas
givenr and 1 apecifie dead.
ine for mturn of the erow
anit the shdp: ¥, they say,
Cnmbedla did oot tala he
threais of military aetion
saripusly enough to molease
the avew snd sl
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This was magural In view
iof e decling of IS porss
tige In the wake of the fall
of Mmom 'enh and Sslpon—
and, with them; Combodis
and Sputh Yietnam — to the
o munis is. J-tunf; Ameri=
cans , Ingluilng residen
Ford anrd lpnry Kissinger,
appavently felt that the Uni-
(e Stales coukl oot lgnove
Uiz theeat and bad (o acd
lest Amiaviea’™s  ropuiation
In Asia be sollied (o the point
of complete disyrace — -
sulting in ineffectusl diplo-
ey aml e Questicain
of Ameriean atliances.

Thus, after the mssiog
of only Iwo days, on May 13,
battle plans were ladd  oul.
All of the USbatesin Thai-
land were nformed of pend-
ing nglfon und eertaio omits
i plactd gn an tbers food-
ing. No basg wis rlaced in
[l eombal readiness  ared
the unils coneerped  were
nik told why they were being
called to acilon. Washingion
did  pot want foealert Came
Doilne Moo did B owant the
Governmen! “of Thailand —
Ehat D pocpeps fod The Cnived
Hatdes nol (o me Amoriean
lmses in Thallawd for mili-
tary wedlen i e dios —

Lo kaow wial was hapooning.

Meanwhile LS marines
Wend  seid from bases in
Ofclnawa and the Mhillppiney
to U=tapao Alrbageo in soith-
gastern Thailand. Americean
naval eafl vwere alsa dis-
metehed o the arda.
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Tha initinl plan of action
was this: A Poree secuity
mnfis  from Sakhon Planom
Aldrbase wert oco=-priinale
theip Iﬂtlmi with LU-wagewn
units  amt gof the shit early
on Welnesdsy — bafore (he
mmrines  could have besp
prepared, The marines ap-

Disagresments g
rveen marines and Air
Farce securnly forces
became heated almost

to thepoint of wiolence.
= . e

parently  wern going (o be
held  In mrgexve; orthey
were fo omitiek HWob Tamgy
Igland in a retaliation move
allerwards, O there may
haveg beon 2amo neics L ion
whither 1he ¢row was real-
Iy on the ship and the mari-
nes  ware Lo reseoe them
i oamw the islard,

En romls to L=lapao, ong
of the feet of helicopters
earrying sequrity forees and
weapond erashed and a1l 2
ot boand died, Tho plana fell
from 9,000 [est, about 30
miles oul from Nakbon Pha-
rain nicbase: Tho apgarenl
cawg of the ceash was a
mechanieal defect or poor
repaivs,  althowsh  conious
zays M may have been bt
by a recket fired from the
grownd by North Vietnamess
it in ihe areda.



Part of the mystery sur-
rounding the crash results
from the fact that a similar
crash occurred in almost the

same place two months ago,

killing all four  on board,
Mso, the US military
Werarchy did not wanl the
Government of Thailand to
know what it was doite, Even
alter the attacks on Cambo-
dia ‘and the retrieving of the
Mayaguesz, it did not choose
to et Banghok koow Uhat
forces from Nakhon Phanom
were involved in the action.

Thiz cxplains why the
crash was in no way related
in official reports (W the
fiphting that followed at Bah
Tang Isiand. The Pentapon
may also have feared hostile
pubiie reaction in the US,
Or Washington chose nol o
include the 23 deaths in the
Mayaguez affair, hoping (o
make it appear 8 clom-cut
victory for the USs.

In any event the crash
decimated the security foree
from Nakhon Phanom Afr-
hase. I also delayed fov
several hours the rest of the
kelicoplers, one or = twe of
which remained on the scene
to seo i there were survi-
vors and (o locate the site
ol the wreckape for ground
FESCUE CICWS,
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T Loy pery
Units  from every

LS base in Thaitand

got a prece of the ac-
fiorn.

Security fovees from Na-
tion | Phacoor and U-tapao
were glow in assembling and
intelligence information was
appavently shetchy. ‘Thore
were ostensibly conllicting
reports on the location of
the «rew and the defensive
capabilities  of Cambodian
toops on Hon Tang, Some
wanted  to wait for the ma-
rines and o co-ordinate
plans; others felt that it was
the complete responsibility
of the marines.

When the marines ar-
rived, they look charge and
insisted that they seize the
ship, rescue the crew and
attack Koh Tang Island.

According to one ver-

sion, Alr Foree securily
forces werewpset aboutihe
crash  and tht marines

preempting their part inthe
misslon. In faet, disapree-
ments  became almost vio-
lemt. The controversy was
resolved by  compromise:
Air Force security Insisted
that the marines Kill all of
the Cambodians on the ship
and attack Eoh Tang.

According toanotherver-
sion the deecision to attack
Koh Tang came from higher
echelons and thus took the
form of a premeditated re-
taliation,

F=4 Phantom [ighlers
from Udon Ajrbase in
porthern Thailand bom-
barded the island with roc-
ket and  cannon fire, This
was [ollowed by attacks by
A-T flghters and C-130 pun
carriers  Mrom  Korat Afr-
base in central Thailand. -
1115 were also sent. Units
from evey US base in Thai-
land pot a ploce of the ae-
tion. LS Air Force cralt also
bombarded Ream Alrficldon
the mainland of Cambodia
destroying 20 or more planes
oitthe pround. Ansoll storage
‘epot was then sel on fire.

Aly Forcefighter planes
Al US naval erafl also hil
ad  Eank tweor throd Cam=
Rodian boats-in the area. Acs
cording Lo an intelligence:
report an American-built C-
13 which was leit in Cam-
bodizandflown by a Cam-
bodian pilot was also shol
Q.

When the marines oap-
mroached Koh Tang Island,
however, they found the de-
fence put up there so much
stiffer than they had antic-



Cne heficopter with
20 o 25 marines was
shot out of the sky.”
according to a passern-
ger on board another
helicopter.

ipaied. One helicopter with
20 to 25 marines was “shot
put of the sky,” according to
A passenger on board ancther
helicopter. Two more heji-
copters  were subsequenily
downed. Two others were
hit 0 badiy thal one had to
land on the bheach pearby
and one had o limp back to
U-tapao.

A total of five or ten more
helicopters  were  also hit.
According  to a US mili-
tory Source, a number of
helicopters were damaged so
savaraly thal they willnever
Iy again

Mt 150 marines
lanced  on the north side of
¥oh Tang Isjand = most
of them in a trough on the
beach, They met with gundfive
from highor proundand ma-
ny were pinned dovwn in the
waterr and on the beach for
i While, aome: ol them g~
parantly ldiled andwounded.

The US military com=-
mami made a serious mis-
ealenlation regarding the de-
fence  forces on Kob Tang.
Also, Lhe slow helicopters
made good targels. These
were not the same helicop-
Lers (hat were used in Viet-
nam, Whichweremorema-
nocuveatile and faster.

Furtiermore, USmilita-
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Yy authorities had fafled to
send in advance (he spotier
planes fromNakhon Phanom
Afrbase to U-tapao. They
were needed toguide bothibe
halicopers carrying marings
and the alr strikes. Aad,
presumably because of bun-
Hers or underground caves
on Boh Tang, bombing
casualtios inflieted on Cam-
bodian forces were not too
garious.

When an expericnced
Ameriean pilot in a spolier
plane arrived on the scene
to puide air andnaval strikes
arainst the island, the situa-
tion changed,amndihe F-45,
that [y too [ast to spol thelr
taregets, bepan to prove ef-
fective. The same was truc
af other aircraft and puns
from nearby US naval crafk.
He alse  diroeted othor
spotter plancs In the area
gnd, auickly adjusting to Lthe
battle situation, cul up areas
of recommaissance responsi-
bility and target Zones.

After: remaining in the
air for more than five hours
= and some ten to twenly
mintes  past the maximum
time his smallspotter crafl
eould, according to specili=-
cations, stay in the air — he
returned (o U-tapag, He is
now. being recommencded for
agilverStar and a Disting-
nished Flylbg Cross.

According Lo those on the
Feene, American sir andna-
val  sirikes, when properly
sulded, directly hit anumber
of “epemy concentrations,”®
Oné paval pun hit a small
boat on the shorcé thatwas
having the marines under
automatie [ire. Some air
strikes it groups of twenty-
five to fifty soldiers. One LS

officer estimated the number
of Cambodian soldiers killed
ot one hundred o two hun-
dred; olthers sald onethou-
Saind.

A Cambodian radio
broadcast begged those
on shore to relgase the
ship ‘before we all die.”

During ilie heaviest '
[ighting o radio broadeast in
Cambodian from (he island
sald “the US mavines are
going to kil us all.” A voice,
in desperation, begeed those
on shore toreleasethe ship
“before we all de.”

When the marines
stormed the ship, however,
there wasn*t a soul on board.
Hot food, though, was still
on the table, sugresting that
the Cambodians must have
kmown  the marines were
coming and pot off just in
time. AMlsothe marinesfailed
o take the isjand. Whenthey
retreated from hoh Tang
they were stiil inder fre.
Some were yet in tho Jow,
dizadvantageous position wh=-
arethey landed when the battie
slarted.

*Megimwhile; me Lambodian
viess¢l appeared onthe Scene
fiying whize Mags, The crew
members ofthe  Mayapuez
were rofeased unharmed, In
addition, some Thai fisher-
men captured earller by
Cambodians forces wero
turned. over, The Cambo-
dians declaved that they were
poing  to turn over the crew

ANYWAY.
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