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President's Letter

A Memorial Service,

Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand

In Memoriam of:
A1C James E. Francis, 388th Security Police Squadron

A1C James W. Reese, 388th Munitions Maintenance Squadron, and
A1C Frank A. Uhlic, Jr., 388th Munitions Maintenance Squadron

by Frank Paul
Korat Royal Thia Air Base - March 11, 1968
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My name is Frank Paul, I was at Korat Air Base, Thailand, in March of 1968, and I was on
duty at the time A1C James E. Francis was killed. I still have a copy of the Memorial Service
Pamphlet that was held for him at the base chapel, on 16 March 1968 (below photos).

James E. Francis was killed along with James W. Reese of the 388th Maint. Munitions
Squadron. A1C James Francis died in a very heroic way I thought, as he was on duty at the
Munitions Bomb Dump which was approximately 3-4 miles off the installation. Francis
was on two men Response Team patrolling the area with another SP, Sgt Miglarese, of
Pennsylvania. While on patrol they were called to a certain bomb dump bunker, because
the bombs had started fragmenting, and told to help the MMS troops out of the bunker. Sgt
Miglarese got one man out and Airman Francis went in to rescue A1C Reese, but at that
moment both Airmen were killed when the whole bunker went up.

I also noticed that his name was not on the VSPA Medals roll of honor, | remember an
assembly we had later and we were told Francis would be awarded the Airman's Medal.
We thought he should be awarded something more but they told us this was the highest
award he could receive, because he was not in a combat zone.

Thanks for listening to what I had to say about this, | helped pack his footlocker to send
home, and I just have not forgot the tragedy his family must of felt at the time.

Thanks again,
Frank Paul

A1C James E Francis (Korat Royal Thai Air Base March 1968) was an SP (81150), E3 (A1C)
and assigned to the 388th SPS at Korat RTFB, Thailand at the time of his death. He was in
service less than 2 1/2 years when killed. He was married but no children were listed.

SPECLAL ORDER C-143, Mg PACAF, APO Sas Framcisco 96333, 23 Jun 64

&, By direction of the Fresident, AIC JAMES E FRANCIS, AFL7TIAING,
in svarded the Alrman"s Medal, posthemously, for harolem imvolving
risk of 1ife on 11 Harch 1568,

5. By divection af the President; each of the following (s swarded
tha Alrman's Hedal for herclem involving risk of life on the dates
indicated.

SGT WILLLIAM M FAIRCLOTH, AFL1L377871
1T Auguatr 1967

AIC JAMES E WORDECAL, AFI4LS4TO01
i1 March 1948

FORE THE COMMANDER IN CHILF

JOHN D K, JR., Colonsl, USAF DISTRIBUTION
Pirector of Adminlstiration B
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For

A1lC James E. Francis
- AlC James W. Reese
A1C Frank A. Uhlic, Jr.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE
EORAT ROYAL THAXI AIR FORCE BASE, THATT.AWD

WIRG COMMANDER:
BASE COMMANDER:

GOLONEL PAUL P. DOUGLAS, JR.
COIONEL WALTER HOERLER

16 March 1968

OEGAN FHEIUDE

INVOCATION

OBITUARY

HIMH

SCRIFTURE READTNG Ecclasiastes 11:2-121l

Mpe=, Ruth Hardy

Chaplain Whitt

thaplain Whitt

Orgamni st

¢h Quataa

1 Thesgalonians l3:13-18

AlC James E, Francls, 300th Security Folive Squadron,
Eorat Heyal Thai My fares Fose, Thalland, was horn oan
16 Juna 1945 at Oak Ridge, Temnasses. He sntered the
Alr Furte on 22 Novemver 1965, and died at Korat RIAFD,
Thailand, y L1 March 1768, FHe was married on
% April 1965, Ha la:ma to mouwrn, hiz wife, Mrs.
Carniyn 8, Francis, 13578 West 18th Streat, mm—in,
Kanzas £7203, Mo brothers, two half hrnthars, ad ons
hall sizter, He wes slflf1Tlebod awl acbive Lo b
Baptist Church.

* # 3 & ¥ ¥ W

ALD James W, Heese, 3tkith Munitions Meintensos Squa=
dron, Kerat Ropal Thal Air Forcs Base, Thailand, was
born on 13 February 1948, st Carrellton, Oecrgla. He
entarad tha Adr Forca on 2 Fabmsery 1947, snd Mad st
Korat RIAFB, Thailand, on Mondsy 11 March 1958, He ia
murvived Ly his parents, Mr, aod Mry, Janes H, Rewow,
Whitesburg, Georgla, three Irothers aid e sister. He
was 4 member of the Methodist Church,

& & B O * ¥

PACAP-KRTAFS, THAILAND

Specialist Kermeth Martin

Chaplain Quates

Chaplain Guatas

AlC Frank A, Uhlie, Jr. 368th Munitions Maintenance
Squadron, Korat RHoyal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand
was born 25 September 1940 at Monroe, Michigan, He
entered the Air Force on 17 October 1966 and died
15 March 1568 at Clark Air Force Base, Philippine
Islands, He is survived by his parents Mr, and Mrs,
Frank A. Uhlic, Sr. of Mgybee, Michigan and two
brothers, He was a member of the Methodist Church.

2 % ¥ ¥ # £ = 3

Ushars:

AlC Steve W. Boswell, 3B80th Security Police Squadron
A1C Richard L. Gatrn:ll 368th Munitions Maintenance
Squadron
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Funeral at McConnell Air Force Base, Wichita, Kansas

MILITARY GRAVESIDE SERVICES
BY

McConnell Air Force Base
Personne|

INTERMENT

0ld Mission Cemetery

Services Arranged By
Quiring Funeral Home
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IN MEMORY OF
A1 JAMES EDWARD FRANCIS

June 16, 1948
March 11, 1968

SERVICES
McConnell Air Force Base Chapel
Friday, March 22, 1968
Three 0'Clock
OFFICIATING

Chap. Henry A. Nordstrand
McConnell A. F. Base

MUSIC
Mrs. Lucy LeValley

Special Organ Selections

Commander's Bomb Dump Incident Summary, May 1968 , by Col. Hansen

From: Bob Francis
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From: Bob Francis

Subject: James Edward Francis Web Page
Don,

I need your help. I am the brother of (then) A1C James Edward Francis, a
security policeman who last served with the 388th Security Police
Squadron, Korat AFB, Thailand in March 1968. Jim is featured on your web
page: A Memorial Service.

Don, I would really like to contact Frank Paul, the fellow who told the story
of my brother's death. I was literally stunned and overjoyed to know that
someone who actually served with my brother can be contacted. Can you
help me in this?

Secondly, I'd like to link one of my web pages dedicated to the life of my

brother Jim to your web page--maybe just below the story by Frank Paul? The web page
can be found at: In Memorium to James Edward Francis, June 16, 1946 - March 11, 1968),
by Robert E. Francis.

Thirdly, is it possible for me to receive the graphics from the web page about Jim? For
some reason, | can't access them. Could you send them as an attachment to me?

[ know this is asking a lot of you; however, I cannot help but to try to connect up with
someone who knew Jim. Evidently, the event of Jim's death so deeply impacted Frank's
life that, even after over thirty years, he feels the need to tell the story. I am so grateful
that he remembers my brother and I want to tell him so.

Thanks for your time and dedication to those who served their country.

Bob Francis,
1920A Butner St., Ft. Eustis, VA 23604
Shawhan Genealogy

Bob:

Contacting Frank Paul, author of the page relating the heroic efforts of your brother, is as
simple as clicking on his name. [ know he will be happy to read about James' life, and also
the family funeral for him. Frank did not have a photo of James, and I am sure Frank will
appreciate your page that has photos of James.

111 Air/Security Police and Security Forces airmen and officers have been killed in action
or line of duty. We will not forget them at VSPA, and it is our intent to tell the story to the
fullest regarding every one of them. That much we must do for ourselves, and that much
we want to do for those who loved them as family.

Attached are the photos you requested. I have added your email to Frank Paul's story of
your brother. It is very rewarding to us all to know that you will be able to speak with him
about James. I caution you that when this happens, be prepared for a release of emotion at
both ends of the phone. For every other contact that I have known about, that has been the
moment when a veteran really and truly feels... welcomed home. And for the family... joy
their loved one was amongst friends and brothers bonded forever by that place called
Vietnam.

We cannot forget. And while we live, their names will not fade away.

Don Poss
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Don:

I would like to thank you for forwarding the info about James Francis brother, I met with him
on Sat afternoon of this week, what a coming home experience this was, I have wanted to find
someone close to him for thirty years and thanks to you and our organization it happened, I can't
begin to explain the emotions and the self fulfilling experience it was, so Don, thank you,
brother. Frank Paul

Don:

My brother Jim received an Airman's Medal for his heroic effort in attempting to save an
airman's life in the bomb dump explosion at Korat Air Force Base, Thailand, March 11, 1968. I
have placed a graphic of the official orders on my web site.

SFECLIAL ORDER C-143, Mg PACAF, APO Sas Prasclscs 98353, 15 Jen B8
ik, By direction of the Frasident, AIC JAMES E FRANCIE, AFIDTISLNG,
i swarded the Alrman"s Hedsl, poschaously, for harolsm ievelving
rlak of Life on 1] March 1568,

5. By direction of the Fraosldamt, zach of the folloving is ssarded
tha Alrman's Hedal for heroles involving risk of §Iife on che dates
imdicared.

SCT WILLIAM W FAIRCLOTH, AFISS7T871
1T Amgust 1967

AIC JAMES E MORDECAT, AFI4947001
1 Harch 198

FOR THE COMMANDER TH CHIEF

JOHE D N, JR., Colomel, USAF DISTRIBUTION
bireccor of Adminlstration B

Please let me know what else you need to include Jim's name on your Airman's Medal Honor
roll.

Thanks,
Bob

P.S.--I have contacted Frank Paul and actually visited with him this weekend. Great guy! and --
yes-- it was pretty emotional. Don, this would not have been possible had it not been for

VSPA's web site. Thanks again and may God continue to bless your efforts.

Bob Francis
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Korat RTAFB: KIA A1C James E.Francis; A1C James W. Reese; and A1C Frank A. Uhlic, Jr., by Frank Paul. 1968.

From: Bandy John GS-07 37TRW /MU
Air Force Security Police Museum
Subject: A1C James E. Francis

Steve Ray: Just wanted to let you know ['ve been in touch with Bob Francis, brother of
A1C James E. Francis, who was killed in the line of duty and received the Airman's Medal
(posthumously) for his heroism. I've added his name to the scrolls, and will place his
picture in the Hall of Honor. Thanks for bringing him to my attention, and you can pass
the word on to Don Poss.

Thanks again,

John,
Lackland AFB

Air Force Security Police Museum
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