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I NTR O DUCTI O N

Within the .tlttary there Is a need for increased secur i t y of such areas
as a ircraft parking locations. ammunItion dumps. warehouses , billets. adssile
complexes and ilolated r adar .ites . Consequent l y, our Ar.ed Forces are using
tra ined dogs to .a.lst sentries in guard ing such areas. In Sout heas t Asia.
where bas e perIme ters DUst De protect ed aga inst enemy infiltration, t he need
for trained sentry dOR teaMS ha a i ncreased considerably .

The Sent r y Dog Br anch , Department of Air Police Training, Lackland !FB,
Tex •• was established in 1958. Today, sentry dogs are trained a t Lacklaod for
all U.S. Armed Forces . The Air Force is t he Department of Defense' s sale
procurer of sentry dog; for the Armed Force s .

THE SEN TRY DOe T E A M

A sentry dog team conaia ts of t he volunteer handler (a secur i t y or mil i ­
~ ~rv nnl i rpm~n' and h i. dQi 1At811 isen~a) cesource fulness , pat ien ce and
dependability a ~ e primar y conside ra tions in the se lect ion of hand l ers .

All s en t r y dogs are Cerman Shepherds , chosen for thei r inte l l igence ~

s ize , s t r ength, a lertness, fe arlessness , agility , adaptability t o varyin~

climates, and unique abi lity t o de tec t intruders at great distanc es.

TRAINING

Sentry dog t e ams are trained at Showa AS, Japan; Wiesbaden AS, Germany ;
and Lackland ArB. Scout dogs ar e trained at Fort Benning. Ca. They a re used
primarily by the C.S . Army in day time operati ons .

Handlers from all service s attend an eight -~eek course, ~hich include s
the psycho l ogy of dogs . prevention of canine diseases. fir st aid for dogs ,
care of dogs. and principles of dog t r a i n i ng.

Each hand l er i s assigned a dog ~ith ~hich he trains and which he takes
back t o hi s home sta tion upon comple tion of training . Should the handle r
leave hi s uni t . t he dog mus t be retrained ~ith another handler . If the
handler has been pr evi ous l y trained , t h i s usua lly r equi r e s about one week.

Sent ry dogs are t rained i n obed i enc e , agitation. attack, and scouting .
The handler must tra in with h i s dog to lea rn the appropr iate vocal co~nds
and hand gestur es .
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In obedience tra ining the dog a l ways wears a choke chain co l la r, wh ile a
leathe r one is used, '~D r agi ta~ ~ol1 and ..s cou t ing •. • .Th\ls , the -dog comes to
as soci a t e the ' l e a t h"e r :-col t-at wi t h "wor k , ". H~ Can -De:put "on duty'l ; o r ' '' of f
du ty" by swi tchi ng co llars .

Mos t of t he co~ud8 : gi~n~ ~y therhandl ~e' ~r~ QD~ ~~y~~~ble words . Thou gh
a wor d may have no meaning t o the dog , he l ear ns to associate t he sound with
t he exe r c i se he is t o perform.

Agi t a tion exe r c ises a r e used t o deve lop aggressiveness i n the dog.
During this pha se of t raining . the -hand ler mus t have c omp le te control of his
dog . A pe rson, o t he r t han the dog1 s ha ndler. teas es t he animal t o t he ex tent
that he wi ll bite . The agi t a tor wears protective clo thing or an a ttack
sleeve. which t he dog c8.n "bi t e i nto . He car ries a bur lap b~g or a 'l ea fy , .!

supple swi t ch . whi ch enables him t o .pr ovoke t he dog wi thou t actua l l y striking
hi m.

Bot h the agi t ator and the hand ler play vital r oles during these
exercis es. The ag i t a t or 's job is t o make su r e the dog is always the winner
and is never bac ked down. The handler1 s j ob i s t o encour age the dog when he
shows aggres s i venes s toward t he agi ta t or .

. Some agitation exe rc i ses ar e s e t up so the wind will carry the s cent
of the agi ta to r t o the dog . The dog does not see the a gi t a t or, but is
allowed to catch the s cent . By r ep eating the exe rc i s e , the dog begins to
as soci ate t he smel l of a concea l ed person with agi t a t i on , thus he be comes
mo r e alert.

There ar e sever a l ways in which a dog may i ndica te that he 1s a!ertea .
His body may become t ense ; his ha ckles may ri se; his ear s may prick uP i or
his pant i ng ma y cease . Other signs of a ler t ness may be r ecogni zable to the
handl e r. who must ob se rve close ly as his dog searches ou t the decoy .

During attack t raining, t he dog l earns t o a t t ack and apprehend , with or
wi thout command , when the hand l er ' s li fe is enda ngered . In t hi s exer cise,
when the hand l er and his dog are only a short d i s t ance f r om the agi tator the
l a t t e r breaks cove r . The ha ndler orders the a gitator t o halt and place hi s
ha nds ove r hi s he ad . Wben he i gnores thi s orde r and a t t emp t s t o run , t he
hand l er drops t he l eash and gives the c onmand "Ge t him!" Upon this C OlIlDand.

the dog attacks the agi ta tor . The trained dog heeds and obeys or de rs given
only by. his hand ler.

CAPABILITIES OF SENTRY DOGS ·

The German Shepherd , be s i de s having an IQ comparable t o that of a
seve n- ye a r -o l d child, has a capacity for l earning about 100 commands. The
ave rage dog ha s a bite equal t o 700 pounds per s quare inch of pressure .
Aggres s ivenes s cultivated during the training peri od rema ins a part of the
dog ' s na ture. Sentry dogs ar e t r a ined t o be fa r more aggr es sive than those
used by civilian police depa r tments .

A dog 's s ense of smel l so far surpas ses that of man's that i t is nearly
i mpossible t o compr ehend the di f fe rence . Experiments in Germany de termined
t he r a t i o t o be 10 mi l l i on to one . and even higher fo r specific subs tances .
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If a dog wishes t o examine an objec t ; he moves ' downwInd · to t ake advantage ot
his ke enes t sense -- smell .

A dog's hearing ab i l i t y i s about . 20 times better than that of man . He
can de tec t sounds above and below the ' pi t ch a human i s capable ofheariDg.

This s ense q( Qearing i s the prIncipal medium through which h i s handler
coum£nic'ates with him. _ Some dogs app ear to understand ve ry' accurately "the
fe eling's' and wishes of -rhe I r, handlers as they are conveyed by voice •. Usually
an encouraging word spoken i n the proper t one will e l ate the dog, while a
cross word wil~ . tend t o depres s him . Since the dog wil l normally be used at
ni ght. 'i t 'is i mPor t ant t hat. he respond to a number of or a l coamands. H'e
s oon l earns to associate the sound and t one of a word wi t h the desired action.

Besides learning to react correctly to vo ice coumands •. a dog must also
learn t o obey hand gestures .

With t he exception of his abi lity t o detect movement. a dog's vi s i on
cannot be compared f avor ab l y with that of the normal human. To t he dog every­
t hi ng probab l y appe ar s to be cons t ant l y ou t of focus . He is mos t likely unabl e
t o discrimina t e be t ween col ors . He sees everything 8S a black and white or

I grayish pic ture . He can. however. detec t a moving objec t when i t is moved
ever so s l i gh t l y and wil l respond to thi s movement .

Becaus e sentry dogs s re use d primarily at night . vision i s of limited
impor tance during workini hours. While working , a dog' s e f f ec t i venes s depends
mainly upon his senses ~f smell and ,hearing .

USE O F SENTRY DOGS

The sentry dog ' s detection ability i s obvi ous l y vas t l y superior t o manls
dur i ng periods of l imited vi sibility . Si nce t he re are fewer dis t r actions
dur i ng the hours of darkness. there is a pr oporti onate incr ease i n the dog's
ability to detect intruders. A sent r y dog team se ldom operates during day­
l ight hours , exce pt under emergency security condi t i ons.

These t ea~ are gene ra l l y used in suppor t of es sent i a l i ns ta llations and
a round warehouses and s imilar areas to prevent thef t s . They are used mainly
in con t ro l l ed areas where anyone who ent e r s i s i mmedia t e l y suspec t .

Warning signs are posted along the perimeter of an area in which a sentry
dog t eam is beiog used . The s i gns forewarn the innocent and unwar y and serve
as psychologica l deterrents t o unauthorized entry .

The trained sentry dog can be compared to a dangerous weapon and mus t be
handled as such. Out s ide of comba t zones, t he hand l er goes through the same
chal lenging procedures r equ i r ed be f or e f ir i ng a weapon. Only t hen doe s he
r el ease hi s dog t o apprehend an i ntruder.

The hea l t h and comfort of sentry dogs ar e cons i de red in the construction
of kennels and runs . Drainage , minimal noise. an approved water source. and
access to proper fi re fighting equ i pment are gi ven careful attenti on .
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.SI!~,TItV. DOGS IN VIETN"'M

Porty sentry dog te..- were lent to Vieta•• 10 '3uly1965 frca baaes in
the United States . , The te..e ¥ent on • trial baBis to dete~qe the dog's
abl11t~.to·.dju8tto Southeast Asia's cli..te. '

Trained to detect, attack and hold 1utrudere, the dogs have proved
extre.ely valuable in gUarding loatal1ations .ga~D.t infiltrating Viet ~OD8
sabOteurs . The eaperfMut was ao succe.sful that the sentry dog force was
increased to DJre than' 500 peblllllnentiy ••• iped "t eams. .

There have been uny'-iDst~Dcea of", en t r y dog teams, .pe r f ormi ng herolca~ly
in the face of. danger - .

The war in Vietnam ended in December 1966 for sentry dog Nemo . On Dec . 5,
1966 Memo and his bandler , Robert A: Throneburg. then. ap Ale, were on a
r outine patrol at Tan SOD Nhut AB. ~ The base bad been htt the day be fore by a
Viet Cong mortar attack. The main enemy force was turned back by the 377th
Security Police 'Squadron ' s '-iuain line of defense. But foUr 'i nfi l t r a t or s
e Iuded 'det t:c t i on by earl*er search par~i-e8 ,and hid " insi.de the - ~.! .e I 8 perimeter.

Th~burg and HEme we're ·-. s 81'gned to seal"Cb "t oT' the intrUder,,': ' ~ "!'be"
search elided ' when 'HeiiD ~etear;ttie l biddenV1~CoI;l&. ' "At 11trODe-bur"~.• >CCl . fIlei

Memo !unged savagely for the .e'lthIy-~ the pat"; qU~"1t ktlled ' tWb cif;~e: I""~ :
But befor~ ,.~dition.l security police could reach them, handler and doi*J'- .
both ndell.

· 11 credfted With aa"iIl& tile Ufe of his handle.. and prev.nUn
f"'-U'tllr des t.ru c r fon of ifU and l'fo~rtY: at 'f8o SOD lhut.

The pair parted company when Tbroneburg was f~o\m t o Japan '-f or ~ lnten. ive

medical care. Hemo recovered from his wounds , but lost aD eye . '

Because of extensive sentry dog use in Southeast Asi~, an Air Force veter­
i na ry support facility has been constructed at Cam Ranh B~y . The Army has a
similar facility in Saigon and badly wounded or sick ani~ls may be air evacu­
ated to e i t he r of these installa t i ons for ve t er i na r y medical treatment .

RECRUITING

Tbe i ncreas i ng need by t he mil itary for scou t and sentry dogs, both
abroad and in the United States. has stimulated a new rec~iting campaign.
The Air Force needs 2, 000 more dogs for tra ining~

Dogs must , be German Shepherd (but need not be pedigreed), male or spayed
female , one to three years old , weigh 60 pounds or more and stand at least 23
inches at the shoul~er. Females must have been spayed for at least 90 day~.

White dogs are not accepted because they are lLkely to reveal the position
of a sentry at night, and they are more prone to skin disorders.

Owners who wish to sell or donate German Shepherd dogs should contact
the USAF-Sentry Dog Branch , Baae Procur~nt Division, Lack1and Air Force
Base, , Tex . 78236 . -4-
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