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Vietﬁém Security Police Association
Guardmount

Vietnam Security Police Association
10" Anniversary Reunion
Tucson, Arizona — October 7-10, 2004

The reunion will be held at The Viscount Suites in Tucson. All rooms are 2 room suites and include a full

breakfast butfet each morning for only $79 a night plus tax. The Viscount is our best hotel deal cver! The

following inerary and meals have been arranged for you and are included with vour registration fee of $128:

~ Registration will include a welcoming package with reunion identification,
An itinerary, «a list of attendees and local information.
~ Reception with dinner beer and wine on Thursday Evening, October 7"
~ Tour of Pima Air and Space Musewm, Boneyard and
Davis Monthan AFB with lunch on Friday, October 8"
~ Business Meeting on Saturday Morning, October 9"
~ VSPA Sisterhood Gathering of wives and companions during business meeting
'~ Banquet Dinner on Saturday Evening, October 97
~ Memorial Service on Sunday Morning, October 101h
~ Commemorative 10" Anniversary Reunion QC Pin
~ Hospitality Room stocked with snacks & beverages
~ All associated taxes and gratuities

Call the Viscount Suites toll free at {(800) 527-9666 to make vour hotel reservations. The
hotel will provide free parking. Airport transportation will be approximately $16 for one person
or $20 for 2 persons cach way

COME JOIN US AS WE SHARE OLD MEMORIES AND MAKE NEW ONES!!!
PLEASE USE THE REGISTRATION FORM TO REGISTER FOR OUR REUNION.

I you have questions, please call VSIPA President Steve Gattis at (254) 898-2647
or send e-mail to SteveGattis-LM49@vspa.com

“WFE TAKE CARL OF OUR OWN.”

{Registration form page 15)
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Safeside Vietnam Zippo Lighters: Rolf.Gerster

Hello

May Tintvoduce myvselt ? I'm a $3-vear-old major of the Swiss Armed Forces, branch artillery (M-109). My job is 1o
mstruct future artillery officers. Last vear, T started to collect Zippo highlers, especially those from the Vielnam war,

Recently, [ found 2 Vietnam Zippo lighlers which are now in my collection:
1. F'ront engravings "I LOVE YOU PAT", "823 NI SAFESIDE VIETNAM 69" (Zippo was made 1968)
2. Front cngravings "PIHAN-RANG VIET-NAM", "SAFESIDE FRANKIE", "RJG" (Zippo was made 1968)

*

Does anybody know more aboul these lighlers or even the former owners 7 1 can send vou pictures of these lightors
if vou like {mail to rolf.gerster@datacomm.ch).

I you like and find the time, feel free to visit my homepage: www.gersters.ch
Thanlk you very much lor your help.
Roll Gerster {(Major S, Swiss Armed Forces)

Coniact Den Cook for more mformation.

Classified Ad

"Dedicated AISP pateh collector looking to buy Vietnam & Thailand patches. This would be (or my own collection,
not resale, Please contact me at tuvhoabB%att net or 610-691-6960 with any questions. Thank vou. Don Graham”

Sadlyv 1 just received the following letier from Adrienne Marvtin,

"1 am wriling Lo let vou know that Sam died on Feb 7. He was my hero and died heroicallyv. He was a proud
member of the VSPA but more importantly he was a soldier of the evoss of Jesus Christ,

Samuel H. Martin LM 101
733 West Oak Sireet
Palmyra, PA 17079

377t SPS, 66-67
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How’d I Get Here?-rommy williams 12 SPS 70-71

IHow™d I Get Here?

My how time flies! [t seemed like just a
few months and 1 had received orders for
Vietnam.  Actually, it had been 18
months, My {irst duty station was Luke
AFR, Arnzona, where [ was one ol
several LE Desk Sergeants (with only 2
stripes!). The day [ gol my orders was
filled with mixed cmotions. My wife
was upset and, being all of 23 vears old,
was looking for the “great adventure™,

Aller completing AZR in Lackland, |
returned (0 Arizona to complete my 30-
days leave before shipping oul.  That
wis probably the longest 30-days in my
life. My sister came oul to our apariment
in Goodycar, Arizona, to drive my wife
and our household goods that didn™t go
to storage back home 1o Shrevepon, LA,
§ boarded a commercial jel bound for
SEATAC - Sealle/Tacoma  Alrport,
then on to a chartered sireteh DC-8
bound for Victnam. It seemed like we
waited days 1o get on that jet — but 1t was
probably just 3 -6 hours!

I remember looking at all the zuvs on
that jet and wondering how many of
them would make the retum Uip in a
very dilferent way, There was a mixture
of Army and Air Force, enlisted and
officers, but we were all headed toward
an uncertain future. Tt was February,
[970, and the “great adventure™ had
hegun. AL one point on the long flight
from Seattle, thru Anchorage, Alaska,
and on to Yakota, Japan, 1 could not
sleep. Fwalked torward 10 get a cup of
cottee and ended up Lalking to one of the
flight attendants. I looked out of the
siall window in the galley at the sctting

sun as we chased it across the Pacific.

When we landed in Japan. it was pouring
rain.  Something I'd have o get used to
alter spending the past year and o half in
the desert southwest. We unloaded the
aircraft to change to a military bird. I went
into the “john™ and was tending to
business when T looked up and, with &
start, found an old man lying on a ledge in
front of the wurinals, sound asleep!
Welcome to Asia! T T weren’t alrendy
pissing. it would have scared the piss out
of me.

We boarded a C-130 and took off for Cam
Ranh Bay. South Vietnam. It was dark
when we landed and after being processed,
1 had some time en my bands. [ owas
walking down this vead when 1 heard and
felt  something big and  mechanical
approaching from the rear. There it was,
an  Armored  Personnel Cammer (APC)
manned by USAF Security Police. [ was
here!

The next day. | was sent o Phu Cat Air
Base and began my 362 days in South East
Asia. While completing my training, they
found out that I could read a topographical
map and type. I was immediately assigned
to the SP Intelligence Scciion to replace
SSet Tom jones who was due (0 DERQS
within a couple of weeks. Tom took me
around to the Army MACV camps in Phu
Cat and An Nhon villages and introduced
me to the Intelligence Officers (8-2) thai 1
would be woirking with for the next vear.
These guys were in charge of the Phoenix
program  for their areas.  The Phoenix
program was the CIA backed plan to
identity and chminate any VC who had
infiltrated the villages.

The guy in An Nhon was a little scary!
There was this NVA soldier in (he
mountains 1o the Notthwest of PCAB
that tad & vendetia against him and one
day he wanted 10 know if I'd like to go
with him inlo the hills to ry and
capture {or kill) this guy. Fortunately.
I realized this would probably be
frowned on by my superors, not w0
memion how my wife would feel if
something  happened  while on  this
highly unauthomized and scatler-
brained “mission”,

Some of the highpoints of my year at
PCABR included working for TSgt
Donald G. Ogden. Don had become
the NCOC of the section [ollowing the
departure of TSgt Varney., Don was
onc of the best “leaders”™ I've had, in
and out of the military. We did more
than our share of cooking oul, caling
and drinking together. He¢ and TSgl
Bennie Asbell loved to play a “little
cards”.  Bennie always said he had
plenty of money, as long as he had
blank checks. 1 think it was the boore
talking!

There are many storics about Lhis time,
but that may come later. Remember
the reaction when the “Freedom Bird™
rotated and the tires left Vietnam?
How about when the lights of the first
U5, city came into view?? For me, il
was the lights of Seattle.  That's
something vou never forget!

Tomny Williams

12" Security Police Squadron
Phu Cat Air Base

1970-71

Howard A. Pugh
63374 SPS, QRT
PPleiku Air Base, RVN
Oct 68 Sept 69

Silent Night-Silent Flight

Continued page 8

Having recaived a DERoes date, 1 was happy and somewhat sad. I was being ordered out of Pleiku Air Base and
reassigned Lo the 6200 Securily PPolice Squadron at Clark Air Base in the Philippines.

I had dreamed of heing reassigtied somewhoere, anvwhere in Europe (USAFE), but thai was not to be.

1 know that Clavk was anere 14 hours ving time from Cam Rhan Bay. My point of depaxture oul of Vietnam,
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Agent Orange - Paul Mashburn

[ veem o remember that Guardmount may have carried an article on Agent Ovange a couple of venrs back,
However, since then T have applied lor and got 20% digability from the VA {or my Adult Onset Dabetes, or Tvpe
[[ Miabetes. 1t might be good Lo remind ouy guys whal they are entitled to.

From what [ read on (he Internet, hetween 1962 and 1971, the Umited States spraved 19 milbion gallons of
herbicides over southern Victnam to destroy jungle cover and food for commumist troops. About 55 percent of
that. or nearly 10.5 million gallons, was Agent Orange. Spraying was halted in 1971 after 1t was found Agent
Orange was highly contaminated with the most dangerous lorm of dioxin, TCDD, and caused cancer 1n rals

[ distinctly remember humping the C-123s (see attached file T bovrowed from the Internet) at DaNang, They
were parked on the north side of the 13-57 area. [ can even vecall the amell of it and the stieky squish it made
under my hoots. I also remember walking under the wings of the 123s and looking up at the little silver riveted
patches, used to cover the holes made by the ground fire the planes often took flving low over the jungles, So, I'm
positive [ was exposed

About a vear and a hall ago, [ was diagnosed with Type IT Dhabetes. I had been borderhine diabetie for several
vears. My life style {inally pushed me over the edge and my family doctor prescribed Avandia. It seems to be in
check now

On the cncouragement of my uncle, who retired from the Air Foree, and others T knew with Vietnam military
service, I called the Veterans Administration and made an appointment. The VA administrator {illed our a
complicated form for me and sent it to the VA in Nashville, TN, Soon [ received a letter vequesting my medical
files, a letter firom myv doctor concerning my diagnosis and lreatment, and orviginal documents proving my
Vietnam and military service. You can fill the form out on line, but il is a bit confusing

Il vou don't have original copies, the VA will even research and find orginal coptes of your D214 and other
assignmenl records for you. Some smaoter guvs [led oviginal coples, as official vecords, wilh their local
courthouses, but I didn't. No problem, they found them for me

The rule is - 1 you bave served a day “in country” and have been dingnosed with Type 11 DHabetes, or any other
herbicide related condition, vou ARE eligible for compensation. Within 6 months, [ received a lettor stating thal,
my claum had been approved at 20% disability. This amounts to 3205/monih lor life! That’s probably about what |
made in Vietnam with combat pay! Plus, I gol about 16 months back pay included in the first check. They paid
retroactively back to the earliest diagnosis found in my doclor’s records

1f you. or any of our guys, have developed any of the eonditions listed on the VA website
(hitp/fwww vha vagovibln/2 lbenefits/herbicide), then vou too ave eligihle.

Since [ am withm 1 or 2 vears of retiring to a [ixed mcome, vou can bet this 200 2 month will come in handy.
Some may think this s sort of ike welfare. [ don’t! Besides, we gave them at least a vear in havm’s way, AND
don't Torget they exposed us — we earned it

Other souvces of research on the subject can be found at
htipAwww landscaper. net/agent2 him

htipwww. hevels.com/Agent. Oc
hiip:/fwww Lvagov/agentorange/
hitp/Awww myvcloma.arg/mvyelomamewsletier.jspXivpe detail&id=1141
hitpfwww. digbeles org/type-2-diabeles/agent-orange. jsp

Paul Mashburn

Life Member #152

PaNang 6£6-67

ange. htm
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Cam Rahn Bay —vy Bill Marshall (part two)

However. the greatest danger posed was the "Sapper”
attack, On February 22, 1969, such an attack oceurred
under cover of darkness. What was believed to be o five-
man  Viet Cong  Sapper team  penetrated the outer
perimeler of Phu Cat, but due Lo the quick reaction of the
K-9 handler. sceurity perimeter guards, security alert
teams and the "Cobra™ mortar and secaniy units repelled
the attack by eliminating the "Sapper” team and taking
one prisoner. Through the interrogation of Lthis prisoner
we learned how this mission had been rehearsed on prior
nights with probes 1o iest their entry 1o the base. We also
learned the tvpe of oquipment they used and their
mission. Had they accomplished their mission, we would
have lost planes and perhaps lives. The combined forees
of the Security Police and Cobra and K-9 was tested ths
night and proved that our vigilance and training could
and would stop future aggroessions of the "Sapper.”

While Iife on Phu Cat was punctuated wilh these sheer
moments of tervor, daily hfe continued al a snail's pace.
Somchow cach "Hootch” had acquived a refrigerator to
keep our beer cold, Fach Alrman was given a ration card
that allowed so many eases of beer or hguor per monrh.
Quiic certainly it did not come close to cach persons
regquirements. Collectively we used overyone's cards to
keep Lthe refrigerator stocked and loeked with a chain and
padlock! Yes, beer would disappear if not sceured! After
leaving our posts from a long night, we would have
breakfast followed by a round of beer, which allowed us to
unwind rom the tension and tedium of the nighl and, of
course, it helped us sleep during the day. If one was hucky.
thevy  might sleep until lor 2 pm. By this iime
temperatures were well above 100 degrees and we had
nothing 1o do until evening post lime. We filled our time
by writing letlers, sending lapes, listening to musie, and
talking aboul what Life was like in "The World” (U.5)) and,
of course. a trp to the base exchange to replenish our
beverage supply. Sometimes the exchange would have
things Hke stereos or watches, However, word traveled
fast and sellouts were quick.

With the ccessional day off airmen {rom the base were
allowed to visit Quin Nhon a city that was approximately
20 miles fromn the base. The typiea] transportation was a
deuce and half truck loaded with abrmen and several
seeurity policeman riding escort providing protection. The
city was @ porl cily and home Lo many Saigon Tea bars.
They were bat's where vou could buy aleohol and have
the company of female host who drank regular tea at over
milated prices which was added to your bar Will. In
addition servicemen were allowed both th country and out
of country R&R (Rest and  Recuperation)  married
servicemen would meet their wives in Hawali while single
men chose locations such as Bangkok, Taipea. Tawain,
Singapore, Svdney Australia. Returning to the Nam was
very diflteult after 7 davs of worry froe RER.

While time scomed to stand still, 11 was even more ovident
with our "Short Timers' Calendar” This was a way to
moeasure how much lime was left in "The Nam." Everyvone
who had less than 6 moenths to go knew exactly the number
of davs before going home. The expression vou heard
evervwhere was, "I'm short”, which meant they were 30
davs or less from leaving Victnam. When you reached one
week, vou were § days and a wake-up from home. By this
time you were really SHORT! Responge might be, " T am
sooo shorl that i T were sitting on a thimble, my feet would
not touch the ground!! This banter kept us focused on the
ullimate goal, "Going llome” and was cause to celebrate
someones immineni departure and the nearing of your own!

I spent my first 4 months on "C" flight until T reccived my
proemotion to K-5 Stafl Sergeant. After my promotion, [ was
translerred as Flight Chief for Law Enforcement "C" Flight
again - an assignment that had us working from dusk to
dawn. Bomewhere during this early period I was on patrol
outside the base perimeter when | came across a puppy
along side the road. Not knowing who iU belonged to, |
picked him up. No sooner had [ put him in my jeep when |
was accosted by a "mamasan” who, after much dilficully in
understanding, claimed it was hers. We finally agreed upon
a monetary sottlement and with my dog {ears (lapping in
the wind), departed for the base. Needless Lo say, he became
our flight mascot. e rode in the jecp during duty hours,
slept i the barracks and ate GI food. We finally arrived at
the name "Mac" after our NCOTC, MS5GT. MacElhenny. Not
sure he approved, but the name stuck and so did our small
sanine friend. Leaving Phu Cat after 1 vear was not
difficult, but leaving ry dog behind was, | ean only begin to
understand the feelings the K-9 bandlers had when leaving
their friends behind. I do know that Mac stayed on as the
Mascot, but am unsure of his eventual fate!

It is verv difficult 1o sumiarize my feelings after my year
in Victnani. I had completed my 4-vear commitment and
had clected to become a civilian once again. [ do know that 1
wag proud to serve my couniry and had the opportunity to
work with some of the finest airmen n the USAF. We were
all very voung, disciplined. and well trained and did our job
to the highest standards expected. 1L has taken a long time
for some of us to recognize our contribution and feel our
couniry's recogrition. That is why when one Vietnam
Veleran grects another they say, "Welcome Home!” due 1o
the many yvears when no one else welcomed them back!
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NeW Members in order of enlistment

Apr-04

Philip Carroll
Michael Douglas
Lawrence Gearig
baniel Foster
Joseph Chominczak
Stanley Moberg
Warren Mayard
Louis Deloss

May-04

Richard Boss

Kenneth Miller

FPhilip Scott

John Rehnherg
Michael Winn

David Slater

Carlos Andrews "Dick”

Jun-04

John Martin

Mark Pratt

John Kelly
Thomas Donnelly
Rabert Gallagher
William Banister
Stephen Allen

Jul-04

Frederick "Fritz" Heiss
Bilty Roberts

Daniel Rooney

Alan Pearch

David Pierson

William Hogan
Roger Lansden

New Members in order of enlistment.

Takhli 5/70-71 Naken Phanom 12/70-71
Danang 8/71-72 Tan My

Tuy Hoa 1/68-1/62 Cam Ranh Bay

Ubon 2/68-69

Tan Son Nhut 72

Tan Son Nhut §/66-67

Korat 7/71-72 NKP 2/74-75 U-Tapao 9/75-76
Phan Rang 4/66-67 Tuy Hoa

Tan Son Nhut 10/67-68

Phu Cat 4/70-71

Nakon Phanom 68 Tan Son Nhut 9/71-72
Phan Rang 10/67-68

Tuy Hoa 3/68-69

Tuy Hoa 6/69-70

Danang 12/66-67

Cam Ranh Bay 12/68-69 Don Muang 12/69-71
Tan Son Nhut 12/69-70

Phan Rang 67 Pleiku 68 Tan Son Nhut

Phu Cat 3/69-70

Tan Son Nhut 8/68-69

Tan Son Nhut 9/66-67 Vung Tau

Pleiku 6/71-72

Phu Cat 2/67-68

Takhli 2/68-69

Binh Thuy 6/65-66

Danang 8/67-68 Monkey Mountain
Binh Thuy 9/69-70 Phan Rang

Danang 8/64-65
Danang 9/69-70

Gladstone, OR
Litchfield Park, AZ
Swanton, CH
Endicott, NY
Somers, CT
Grand Haven, Ml
Peru, IN

Medina, OH

Sparta, NJ

Tonica, IL
Hedwood Falls, MN
Fremont, CA
Madisonvilie, KY
Kennerdell, PA
Poplarville, MS

Oxnard, CA
Niantic, CT
Staples, MN

Las Vegas, NV
West Chester, PA
Honea Path, SC
Tuskegee, AL

Ft. Meyers, FL
Atwater, CA
Rome, NY
Chagrin Falls, OH
Carson City, NV
Maryland Heights,
MO

Portland, OR
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Vietnam Heroes Reunion-wiliam Pete Piazza

The 37 Secnrity  Police Sguoadron’s “Cobra

Vielnaw Heroes Renion.

Flight”

By Williain “Pote” Plazza, SMSgt (Ret) - wpiazzaizicox.net
It all started in 2008 with the imtial reunton and then a
second reanion in 2002 and now in 2004 with the third
reunion of the original voluntecrs of the Phu Cat AR 37"
Sceurity Police Squadren “Cobra Fhight” personnel.

This story heging in 1967 at Phu Cat AB. Vielnamw. Tt was
37 vears ago that 66 Sceurity Policemen from the 370
Seeurity Pohee Sguadion volunicered to become “Cobra
Flight” and tuke on the dutes of providing secunty for
Phu Cat AB in o new manner that the USAF Security
Police lind not tried yot,

These young Adrmten, NOOs and Officers stepped up and
volunteered o be the {ivst line of defensce for the forming
Phu Cat AB in Vietham. They had to setup a defensive
perimeter 1o protect the base and worked on pin poinling
places that the enemy (VONVA) would most likely
atlempt Lo come in and hit them al anytime of the day or
night. In this way they would be veady for anyvthing that
came Lthelr way.

Now many yvears Ialer, these men who have been they're,
done 1t and came home. Sit around a tent on a {arm that
has a pond and a {lagpole with the US Flag and the Cobra
IFlag flying for all to sce. This farm belongs to one of the
mon and is catled “Cobra Base Camp” when they meet for
a very special reason. This land during the time lhese
men and thair wives come together 15 hike “hollowed
ground” for them.

The farm is loeated near Chilhowee, MO, which is located
n the northwest sector of Missourt near Whiteman AFE,
which is the home of the 5090 Bomb Wing (B-2's) and the
home of the 509" Security Pohice Squadron that provides
security for these one of a kind of aireraft.

Like all reunions it was to have these folks come together
to sce what has been happening since those days in 1867
and 1968 But it was to also make a coming together of
the Band of Brothers in Arms that lived. worked and did

some  weird and  funny while
stationed at Phua Cat AB,

This 18 nol o story to Lell vou about what thev did o make
it through their time in Vielnam. but 1o tell vou about
what they do when they come logether after all thesc
vears, Yes, they talk about the good. bad and other
hardships they [necd in combut. But they also come
togethor to talk about their brothers in arms “that have
Lurned in the shiclds for the last time” and to let thaor
wives hetter understand what makes themn tick as a man
and what they went through. 1 think they should be called
“Heroes™ for the outstanding job they did in the conditions
thev had to put up with.

Since the first Reunion. the H04 SEFS folks have taken
these “Cobra’s” under they wing and have made them
meinbers of that squadron, Bach time they meet the
30981°S folks come out and setup a lent or two for them to
use for their reunion, as well as some other cquipmoent,
They invite them 1o come out to the squadron for a dog
and pony show and even give evervone time to talk to and
wilh the SF folks,

Many a tall story is passed around during this time, but
the SI folks enjoy this because now they better
understand the heritage and history of our carcer field and
what these men did Lo be so honored. The 5088FS cven
presenicd each of the “Cobra’s™ a squadron challengoe coin,
not ence hut twice. when they changed the design of the
coin Lthis vear.

In 2006, there will be another reunton of the Cobra’s and
their ranks mayv be less, but their hearly and feeling will
be as one. These men have made their mark in the history
of the USAF Sceurity Pohee carcer ficld and they should
be honored for that. Their motto 15 "COBRA FLIGHT - NO
GUTS - NO GLORY™ and also “WE ARE TAKING 1ITS
AND STILL RETURNING FIRE"

So with that | am proud to have severed on Cobra Flight
al Phu Cat AB from 1976-1971. 1 am also honored to know
and follow in the fooistep of these outstanding Combat Sky
Cops.

tngs  together being

Advertiveuumt

WALK A DEADLY TRAIL
A novel by former Air Policeman Lawrence McNally USAF (Ret)

Vietnam POW endures the trails of capture in a jungle prison camp
as their loved one’s believe they were killed in action
Available in paperback at vour favorite bookstore, www.barnesandnable.com, www.amazen.com,
ISBN 0-595-26282-1
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My First Week At NKP-pon marshan

Ithe down the fireman pele, ladder, yope or if vou were in a
real harry you could jump.

About two hrs had past when as | was looking theu the
NOD T saw aboul 10 or 11 people out in the jungle. T tried
to get the Tha guard to come up and look hut he did not
know cnglish and T had not learned Thai 1 remember
befove I ealled CSC that they had told us to be ag ealim as
possible when reporting so when 1 called 1 said ns slow and
as Calm .that we had 10 to 11 people at a certain digtance
from my posi. ] waited for a reply and just as | stared Lo sax
it again they acknowledged me but they were the nervous
voices, they called the sector supervisor he came and looked
and siid he did not see anvone, and asked me if T sutl saw
them. when [ said ves they brought in Night Becon they did
not see anything, during that time I heard CSC call the
mortar pit to ready two rounds of HE and onc rd of
illumination. We were sbill standing by when CSC called
ine back and with a little sarcasm he told cvervbody and
cspecially me to disregard the peopie that I saw because
they woere a Thal Air Foree patrol. T was really velioved 1
did not want to get in a firelight oy first night on duly.
Thai Air Force had a bad habit of instead of going out on
patrol they stuck ag close to the base as possible, and
actually building {ires at night, In fact one mght CSC told
evervbody tn Charlic and Delta scctor 1o be advised that a
Thai Army patrol was coming out to look for a That J\ir
Force patrol. 1 did fecl beiter when 1 knew the Thay Army

I remembered my first week At NKP. 1 need Lo tell a little
before getting there things like, not gefting my orders Lo
go to AZR wraining. during AZR training we did not get
the allotted amne beeause il was the end of the vear and
the budget was almost not existent, so training was not
totally what they normally gave So I was a lidle nervous
aboul il. When we [lew in to NKP the first thing that
remember was that an officer got up afler we landed
looked out the small window and looked back at us with a
nervous Jook and said all he scen was jungle

I was picked up atl the terminal and taken Lo squadron
HE) by a guv in jungle fatigues, he was the only one [ saw
wearing them as we went back, T was really gripping
aboul evervthing, really giving the guy down the road,
only 1o {ind out when we gol there and the guys ar the
door saluted him did I realize he was a Captain, he just
grinnaed and said do nol worry about it he was demaos out
in two weeks and he did not care

We were processing the first week, going over drills, what
to do when attacked, showing us the perimeter. AL one
end of the runway we came to a tower that was brand
new, I oasked if it was just put there, and they sad no
that it had been rebuilt because of a plane that had hit it
when it crashed. They conlinued on the tour showing us
bunkors. op post, Llowers and making sure we new where
evervihing was at

My {trst tine at guardimount I looked on the duty roster

and seen my dame on Tango 7.1 thought not to bad as 1
climbed on the deuce and half. We went out posting and
when we came w Tango 7 1 gol ofl and found out Tango 7

wag on patrol compared to the Thar Air Foree.

Don Marshall
NEP RTAFRB 19732

was the tower that had been rebuill. We had a Thai
guard underneath the tower and several ways 1o got ol

Silent Night-Silent Flight - continued

1 had a direcet duty assignment of 15 months at Clark, so, with no delay in route, I had no real idea when T would really
see the world again, least of all my hometown of Philadelphia Pl In any event. T just wanted to get out of Vietnam.
The day finally came to leave Pleiku. T said myv last good-bye's, We boarded » C-130 bound for Cam Rhan Bay.

3y Might Lo Clark was not scheduled to arcive until the following night. Whal was | going to do all this time? | was
without a doubt anxious and scaved shff being without 4 weapon and no familiar faces in sight. What a naked and
lonely feeling.

When my Freedowm Bird finally arvived and had been refueled. T really started to nolice my fellow passengers as we
boarded. Soldiers from all branches of the service woere present, some were sUll wearing blood stained ragged uniforms.
Soine were dreased in class A and B uniforms, and some GTUs in eivilian garb, on the way w or from R and K. This all
appeared 1o me to be dream hke.

As our 727 aireraft guickly taxied oul Lo the darkened runway T observed {lares ighting up the night time sky. The
{light crew did not Lalk over the PA system. instead they turned out the cabin hghts. there were Just two exit lights fore
and aft still vigible,

1 was gripped in fear as we throttled up for take oft. As the 727 rose from the ground there was an ervie silence on
board which [ thought would last forever. The silence was broken by the pilots voice over the PaA announcing that we
had just cleared Victnam air gpace,

As the eabin highting was switched on, there was a roar of applause and cheers. Hand slapping. hand shaking,
whistling, strangers mecting and greeting strangers. And of course there was me. weeping and blubbering openly with
Jonv and pain,

The colebrading wont on for all of ten monutes. All on board seutled down and appeared Lo breath a sigh of relief as I a
terrible burden had been Ified from our shoulders.

A penceful silence overtook us all as we flew castward wnto the davkened sky.

O What a Night”
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History of the Blue

Beret — Do vou know?

The following commenis werve taken firom the VSIPA
Bulletin Board.

Pointl ol History -- Stephen Pippenger, Saf, Moy
29 2004

Does apyone know when and what unit was the (irst
to woar the blue bevet that the aie foree adopled and
still wear todav, 1 do because [ was one of them, The
432nd Securily Police Sgdn. was the fivst to wear
them back in 18689, We bought and got them
approved by Le. Col. John Kocker, our commander of
the Police. He advised us Lhat woe could wear them as
fong as he got. one also. We wore them to our next.
duty assmignment and they were adopted by the Air
Furee as proper part of the Security Police uniform. |
51111 have minte here but have replaced it with 4 new
one due 1o the age and falling apavt. Just thought you
might like Lo know.

Larry Ernsting: Sun, May 30 2004
The 1041sps{Ty in 67. 821CSP'S had a blue beret in
£3. 1 was with the 82105P5 68-70

Steve KippSun, May 30 2004
Shadow flight. Ubon RTAFR, 1966,
Call the bevel black or very davk blue, if vou Lke..

Jim Watson: Sun, May 30 2004

¥ alwavs wondered where the blue beret came from
and when it starvted T4 scems there are some
conflicting stories not that 1t matters. All 1 know [ is
that I was a Alr Policeman/Security Police {rony 1967-
71 and at all three bases T served at as a Sentry dog
handler, March AFR Ca, Ubon RTAFB, and Kadena
AB Okinawa [ never saw a blue beret.] would have
liked Lo worn one It seems ke they were a lot nicer
then those olive drab haseball hats we were wearing.
John Fox: Wed, Jun 002 2004

While stationed in the Netherlunds, and then
Germany (1975-1978) the USAFE bases started
getting them. At Spangdahlem (52 SPS) tor some
renson, whenever they came in they were sent. (o
someone else, | think we [inally started wearing them
i 1977,

Roger Bleile: Thu, Jun 03 2004

When [ arrived at Tan Son Nhut in November 1965
the men of the 6250th Air Police Squadron were
already wearing dark blue berets. We had to
purchase them ourselves from any of the
Victnameese vendors in the area. [ bought mine in a
little shop on 100F Alley. We also had to buy a QO
paich Lo sew onto the bevel, The beret patch was
smaller and thicker than the one we wore on our left
sloeve. When the 7th Air Force Look over in 1966 and
our name was changed to the 377th Air Police
Squadron we were told we could no longer wear our
herets on duty but could still wear them off duly,
which I always did. On duty we had to wear helment
liners or steel pots.

Roger Bleile

6250Lh/377th APS

Tan Son Nhat AR 11/65-11/66

Bill Magshall: £7ri, Jun (04 2004

In 1956 General Curtis E.LeMay, commander of the
strategie Air Command designated a group of A
Policemen known as the SAC Elite Guard to provide
seeurity and honor cevemonies at Offutt AFB. The
Blue Berel was the first distinctive 1tem of the
uniforim. The Blue Beret has been worn to this day by
the Ehte Guard at Offutt AFB.

Anvone with more information about the Blue Beret
can contribule to the Blue Beret history through
Guardmount, simply contact me.

Veteran’s Internet Sites — by Tommy Williams

Are you missing some of your medals or ribbons? Do you wanl some memorahilia from your service
vears? There are probably many websites that you can go to and find some of what you want. [
wanted to do two things: make a jacket with various Vietnam Sccurily Police patches and make a
shadow-box display for my ribbons and some of my pictures firom Vietnam. So, I did a “Yahoo” scarch
and came up with “SeldierCity.com”. Thiy site offers military medals and ribbons from campaigns
from WW2 (hrough Desert Storm. 1 quickly found a black flight jacket (I just couldn’t stand the
thoughi of having an MA-T jacket!), several Vietnam Veteran patches and mini-versions of the medals
I had been given for my service., Especially, the Vietnam Gallantry Cross. I left the AF in 1976 after
7 % vears of sexvice and for many years didn’t give much thought to those years. T guess, as I've aged,
1 begin looking back on those years as something to be proud of! T have made the display box and it
is now in my office. I made my jacket and proudly wore it the last few days of winter here in the
Deep South. All y'a have to do is “let your fingers do the waltking™ across the keyboard to find what
vou want.
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(}]EYIVI‘IN,l | SHORT—J Paul Mashburn

Remember the song “Bridge Over Troubled Waters”,
by Simon and Garfunkel? The lyric in the song that
gocs, “Sail on silver girl, your Lme hasg come Lo shine,
all vour dreams are on their way, see how thoev {1y 7 is
one that T'T alwavs identify with my Vietnam
cxpertence., There were Lwo Boemyg T07's (silver bieds
in my mind - to make the analogy work) thal flew
mmto and out of my life exactly one year apavi. The
firsl a classy Pan Am flight - white with blue
lellermg, and  the second a  sleeker  looking
Northwestern bivd - silver with red lettering. One
took me o the shadow of evil and the other brought
me oul; a litile different, but alive,

Marych 12, 1968 was almost ending as the Pan Am
pilot announced our steep approach to Tan Son Nhut
Adrbase just outside Saigon, South Vietnam. We had
completed the last leg of the journey after a brief
lavover in Guam. The champagne flight had been
held there due to an earlier Viet-Cong worlar and
“sapper” attack on the large airbase. Laughter [rom
the last round of drinks quickly ended as the engines
throttled back and the flaps dropped and slowed the
planes descent.  What was it all about? We wore
fresh from the comforts ol America, and most of all,
the peace and secuvity.  We had no idea what (o
expect.

A shiver ran up my spine as uncertainty tightened
its grip on me. Uncertainty gquickly turned to fear as
the base came into view off the right wing., Black
columns of smoke rose [romm burning JP4 jet-fuel
tanks and a [ow aireraft along a [light line. This s
war, and il ain't a movie? This was veal and T wag
aboul Lo step foot into 1t! This was the reality and
the reality was that b had just hegan a vear long tour,
This was day one.

“When vou depart, go gquickly to the wall of the
terminal building, and stay close to it until salely
mside.” the pilol announced, “Don’t let anvone lake
vour baggage. Carvy it yvoursell” These were the
comloviing words that introduced us to Vietnam.

As we all looked out at the rising ground below, we
all wighed we could be children once more and just
hold someone’s supporting hand - bul no! We were
America’s [mest fighting men and wo had 10 acl our
age and show none of the fear inside. We did pretty
well at showing an age older than our years, bhut feay
was staring back at us in every face.

With the muggy ae in my face and pilot’'s wordings
repeating themselves i my head, | headed for the
terminal wall. No sooner than | had touched ihe
tarmag, a voice shouted above the nolse of the [light
line, “Carry vour bag mister? 1 el o tug and looked
down, A strangely dressed little dark skinned, dark
haired. boy was attemnpiing to take wmy bag.

“INOT T oshouted out of [ear. and jerked the bag
away. Ile looked purzeled al me for a short moment

and then passed on by and repeated the words to
thi: next troop. [ kepl heaving "no” as [ hurvied on
lor the sanciuavy of the leyminal.

The place was like an old Bogart movie, diunly
light. very old. very diviy. and worst of all, very
foreign.  Even though most of the arriving troops
were tn elvilian clothes, vou could tell us a mile
awayv. Short haircuts and green, black, and hlue
duftel bags closely puarded by our sides. We out
numbered the hittle locals running around shouting
things we couldn't understand, but somehow they
scemed to have the upper hand. | felt vulnerable,
They stared right though vouw  Almast in hate, it
scemmed.  Didn’t thev know 1 didn’t want 1o be
there.. and not jusi the teriminal - Vietnam!

Fhat pight T lay awake in my transit bunk
lslening to the sounds of Tan Son Nhul running. 1
could heay the jels, choppers, and planes taking off
and lundimg, and volces that scemed (o know their
rlace in the distance. How do they kpnow what to
do? Who's ranning all this? When will someonc tell
me what to do? The anxiety prevailed for 3 davs
until myv military flight left for Da Nang.

During one of these nights an older troop, at teast
he leoked older, it could have been from his
expertence and not his chronological age, came n
from a night of reveling in celebration of his going
home, and woke me rom a light sleep. “SHORT!
SHORTY  FIGMO!  FIGMO, you poor sons-of-
bitches!”

Three of hisz rebel vousing confederates rather
sloppily helped him into his bunk and left him to
mumble himsell ofl to sleep.  “I'm short by
God.. FIGMO. . hmmmmmm...”, and soon he was
out.

1 awoke the next morning to the word “short”
agaim.  "What's this ‘short’ and ‘figmo’ ecrap we
heard last night? one of the new guvs was asking
the older troop.  The obviously excited alvman
looked up [tom the dulfel bag he was packing and
opened his locker,

“Green weenles. . maeet Miss FIGMOY  Stuck to
the door was a fairly well drawn naked woman.
“Ain't she beautiful? ‘Course she’s more beautiful
colored in than she is like this” he said, handing
out copies of the drawing. “FIGMO means - it [
gol my orders™”

Miss FIGMO was sectioned off into 365 htUe
numbered squares, with the last and smallest
numbcers ending up...well, vou know where number
1 ended up. “Each dax, vou chade in a number and
then vou know how many davs you got lelt in this
hell-hole!™ he explained,

Continned Page 10
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GETTIN, SHORT-J Paul Mashburn continued

“That’s gettin® short. weenles! And ['m very short”
he said leaning over and coloring in numeral uno. ~“'m
goin’ home today fellows, so good luck., ‘cause M
SHORTY he bellowed.

Later as T sat alone on my bunk, | colored in 365.
364, and 363, "My {God, have mercy on me._there’s =20
many left™ 1 folded Miss FIGMO and put her in nmy
bag. We would become very close.

Da Nang wasn't much beiler, as a matier of fact, 1
lived in 2 6 man tent [or most of my tour. Fm suve 'l
write much move about things that went on there
later. but for now let me just say the days dragged by,
H was ke waiting 3 vears for Christmas to come or for
school 1o let out? T'im talking slow here - slower than
grass grows in the winter!

I suppose time passes so0 slow in times like these,
because vou are aware of cach minute vou're ahve.
Aware of cach hot muggy breath vou take, and each
minute vou lay on dirty damp sandy sheets and try to
slecp during the day or night. Aware of cach minute
you fight oft sleep on post, and the sound of cach close
“kachunk” during unfriendly fire, even lthe muftled
thuds thirty miles away.,  Awareness thai someone
who don’t even know yvou wonld kill vou just Lo survive
themselves. Awareness of one [viend lost and anether
wounded., 1L could have heen vou. Aware of the
darkness and the silent danger.

It scems to take an elernity just lo fill in Miss
FIGMOYs head, but vou vebgiwously visit her locker-
alter cach day - paving homage and penciling in a
daily sacrifice to help get you to the next day - one
more closer 1o going home.

Time goes by so slowly that you begin to feel you've
alwavs been there and that home is only a dream. You
begin to feel you'll never leave, Une way or the other
youre not going to get out of there alive. It was
predestined. This s what was meant to be all along,
That's why having a car, maybe a wile and zome kids,
seems 50 unoblainable to a 19 year old.  [t's because
vou were not meani to have those things. You woere
meant (o come heve and die. The mind plavs tunny
games with vou under this kind of isolation and stress.

Bul one day, you'vre actually SHORT and you shout
it for the first time! It leels good, at least as long as
the beer last. When vou're alone 1 actuaily scarves you.
You hear stories of guvs who were shot in the back
petting on the plane, so vou've afraid to push your luck

by celebvating too conflidently.  The numbers
actually begin to scare vou around 70, then 30, then
300 You eat less and sleep less - its paranoia at its
best. Oh my precious Lord. Please let me make it
ouf of here. Please.

The day finally comes and you have 3 davs lefi.
You shout silently inside as vou board the plane lor
Saigon, 1o await the silver bird and the round eved
women Lo take vou home. You eolor m number four
and hoard the plane.

You alzo get to shout “SHORT and FIGMO” at
some green weenies, bul the boasting s shallow,
Deep inside vou know how they feel, but vou don't
wanl o show your fear for them.  You're an
Amervican man, a war worn veteran, and yvou have
to keep up appearvances, so you mock them and let
them kuow the hell they face and that you're
“short”. They did it Lo you, so vou do it to them.

Ag vou can see, you never leave Vietham. It's
with vou all the time, just walting for 8 moment. to
spring back upon vou and make vou remember. It
all survives, the good and the bad. The last good
wag Lthe Northwestern bird that sat cautiously at
the end of the runway on day number 1. The
engines run up 1w speed and then the clacking
sound, as the wheels pass over breaks in the
runway. [Faster and faster, then stlence as the
wheels leave the carth. However, thorve ave snipers
sometimes, so every breath 1s held vuntil the steep
climb seems high enough and ig finally punctuated
by the rumbhng thud of the wheels velracting and
sealing off the vushing aiv,

NOW YOU CAN SHOUT, "SHORT!Y™ Everyone
leans over for one last glimpse and cusses the
fading land behind them. Relief. The weight of the
world is Lifted you want to cry and hug evervone,
but you can’t. You just shout “SHTORTY

Our silver givt was salling on. Hey time to shine
had come, and all our dreams were on their way!

The way the world 15 today, war could happen at
any time. Somelimes [ think we've all getting short.
I just wish that all the world leaders could
experience 2 SHORT TIMERS CALENDAR just one
time in their life. It should be a prerequsite!
Mavbhe then we would never again have {o make
copies of FIGMO calendars for our childrven to lake
L0 wur.
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Veteran Contact Numbers — by Don Gram

For info on home loans, disability, medieal eare and harial —
1-304)- 827 1000
1-800 669-8477
1-888-442-4551
1-877-222-8387
1-20H3-719-8387
1-800-6497-6947
WWW AL EOV

Lile Insurance
sducation (L4, Thilh-
Health Cave Benefits -
Agent OQreanae —
Headstones & Markers
woeb addresy

Need help with the VA? Bl Wagonlander, VSPA member, has a
woeb stte that will help,
TTtep: 223912 T vetsvacorner!

Mfices thal can assist in searches for supporting
documentaiion.
Fo obtain copies of vour records go to—
www.archives.gov/research roondvelrecsfindex.himt

National Records & Administration Center
Adln: NCPAA

900 Pape Jihvd

St Loais, MO 63132-5200

Washington National Records Centor
2601 Adelphi Road

Adelphi. M1, 20790-6001

National Arvehives & Records Admintstration
Libeary & Printed Acchives Branch

Eighi & Pennsylvania Aves. NW.
Washingron, 1.0 20408

Adr Foree Personnel Center
Attt DPPPR

560 C Street West Suite 12
Randolph AFB. TX 78150-1714

Unit Histories, Lineage and Honovs

Air Foree History Support Officer — 202-40:4-22264
Dept. ol the Air Foree

HGZAFHRA

G600 Chennault Cirgle

Maxwell AFDR, AL, 36112-6424

Correction of Military Records

Air Foree Review Board

Oifice SAFNMIDR
550 O Strect W. Suite 20

VIETNAM GALLANTRY CROSS-Bill McKissic

Thanks to information provided by VEPA member Bill MeKissic 1
have added the Vielnam Gallantry Cross Lo my vecords with an
updated DD2150 Al veterans who served in Vietnam between 1
March 1961 and 28 March 1973 are entitled to this award. That
means you.
Applving for this change in records is easy and. T found, fast, The
process o gel the initial review and authorzalion leiler took
aboui five weeks. Getting the actual D215 takes a bit longer,
The Viotnam Cross of Gallantry is Lhe cquivalent to the French
Croix de Guerre. As per the Department of the Ariny General
Ovder Number 8, March 1974, this award 15 anthorized Tor all
military pursonnel of all branches,
To have vour 1313214 updated vou must fivst obtain and fill out a
standard form 180 and send that along with o copy of your
T3214 to the following address:

HG AFPCDPPPRA

A50 O Street West Sulke 12

Randolph AFB. TX T8150-4714
The Standavd Form 180 can be obtained at www.archives.goy
There will be aomenu on the lefi side. On this monw click on
search, when the sceond page appears type in “standard lorm
1307, This should bring up not only the form but also the
mstructions. Anyene without web ac
this form can send a self addressed ¢,

Don Graliam

2011 Westninster Road

Bethlehem, PA 1R0ID
Not only will they verify vour eligibility tor this award bul. they
will also cherk vowr records for any othoer award vou may be
enfitled to. When [ received mv reply it came in the form of a
stall package. Inside this packaye was an Air Foree Good
Conduet Medal. Aje Foree Outstanding Unit Award with V7
device. Presidentinl Unit Citalion and the Vielnam Service Moedal
with four bronee service stars
her then the Vietnam Service Moedat I had no idea that T was
entitled to these awards.

w0 who cannot obtatn
ampad envelope Lo

Now these other awards are for my time at Tuy Hea AB. Junc
1968 to Dee 1969, All vou Tuy Hoea guvs may want to check yvour
D214,
The only award the Al Foree could not send was the Gallantry
as this is a foreign award. Onee authovized, the Gallantrey
Cross ean be oblained from a nwmber of companics that supply
military awards. Two of these are:

Eagles of War

2054 Fort Campbell Blvd

Clarksville. TN 37042

Medals ol America

114 Southehase Bed
Fountain Tnn. SC 20644-9014
RBOO-5308-0849
www.usmedals.com

Sometimes vou can find it a bit cheaper even when adding in
shipping. Just do o gearch on "Vietnam Gallantry Cross”™
Towever, when using ebay, buver beware. [doe know that Eagles
ol War sebls on chay, their ehas 1) s EOW, These are only a few
of the uptions avalable for geiting medals and by mentioning
these companies T am not endovsing them.

MNow iz the thme to huve vowr records vpdated and
receive the awards vou are entitled to. The medals and ribbons
provided by the government ave free. Onty the Victnam Cross of
eallantery will cost vou anvthing, il vou choose to get one for
deaplay.

Don Geaham
VEPA Historian


http://www.vspa.com
http://www.va.gov
Http:12.239.11.79/vetsvacorner/
http://www.archives.gov
http://www.usmedals.com

PAGI 13 GUARDMOUNT WWW.VSPA.COM VOLUME 9 IS8UE S July 31, 2004

InterVieW With My Son—Ritchie and Dean Toth

Interview with my son.
This is an mierview [ did with my son ag part ol his college class project. They had to inlevview nowar veteran. [
emoyved Lhe Jast issue of Guardmount very much. Ritchie Toth
NDean W. Toth
Tnterview with Richard I Toth a Vietnam War veteran:
Dean What branch of service were vou 1n and what was your rank and job In Vieinam?
Ritchie I was i the U8, Air Fovce. T went to Vietnam in December 1970, and relurned 1n December 1971, [ was
a Staft Sergeant (E-5), and was assigned to the 35% Securily Police Squadron, Phan Rang Aw Base, Republic of
Viectnam. Phan Rang was in 1L Corps. on the central coast. My initial job was guarding the perimeter of the buse. 1
feel, that to give vou a better understanding of my inihial job, { must explain some things,
The job of perimeter defense is usually one that an infantry unit handles 1n a combat wone, The air force asked
General William Westmoreland. carly in the war, for the army to guard the air bases. Genernl Westmoreland
refused citing that his army and Marine infanley were needed for offonsive operations —such as “search and
destroy”™ missions — and not static defenge. The ane foree beeame respongible for 1t own adr base defense and this
task fell primarily to Lthe security police. Prior o going to Vietnam, all air force copsz were sent to a wecklong
school and were trained in weapons and small unil lactics. The weapons training included the M-186 rifle; 50
zaliber, 7.62mm Mini-Gun, and M-60 machine guns; 60 and 82immn mortars and hand grenades. We were
appropriately nicknamed, “The infantry of the air foree.”
After about a month on Lthe perimeter 4% a sector supervisor, | was selecled to be sent to school 1o Saigon to tran
as Combat Ground Intelligence Analyst. Here again, the air [orce had tons of air intelligence analysts, but no
ground analvsts. Life got beller {ov me afier Lhis training. Well, it was a bit safer bul T worked my butt off.
Besides analyzing inlelligence veports, I was in charvge of the Installation Coordination Center. This was a unique
job. One of our most important responsibilitics was serving ag liaison for the 39 Inlantry Batltalion, 9% Inlantry
Division (Whitehovse Division), Republic of Korea Avrmy. | had an surman in their Tactical Operations Center 24
hours a day, to coordinate ambush positions, plot and plan harassing and inierdiction five, Lo obtain the direction
and maximum ordinates of their 105mm arvtillery rounds, and pass thig information on to all aireraft over-ilying,
landing or taking off from the base. This of eourse was to keep friendly aireraft from being shot out of the air by
friendly five. I had six air [orce cops and a Vielnam army interpreter working for me, manning our coordinalion
center 24/7, as they sayv now. We alse dispatched air support and medical evacuation (Dusit Of) helicoplers when
the Korean troops needed them. All activity conducted by all friendly Jorces m Nihu Tuan provinge, had to he
coordinated with our conter, 1CC (Installation Coordination Center). We plotted all the American, Korean,
Australian, and Vietnamese unity’ locations, and coordinated all combat actions and operations. My primary job,
analvzing intelligence reports, became my secondary job.
As an intelligence analvst, I would receive intelligence reports from all friendly forces” intelhigence sources. 1
would evaluate the source by hig or her reliability in past reporting, and the information provided by comparing it
with other reports that corroborated the information. When threats were analveed Lo be credible, I would alert our
cops on the ling, our cops manning the mortae pits, our cops handling K-9s, the Korean troops, and the local
{(popular or vegional forees) of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVIN). I was just a 35gt and vet | managed
a clearvinghouse for coordinating ground and intelligence operations 1n our Lactienl avea of opevations, which was
30 elicks {kilometers) in any direction.
Dean Where did vou serve oulside of the US before and after Vielnam?
Ritchie Prior to Vietnam I was in Okinawa and Korca. While in Okinawa on my first trip, | wag in the Armed
Forces Police. We patrolled in the ofl-base downiown areas and had police junsdiction over all branches of the
military and merchant marines sailing under a US Department of Defense contract..
Since Vietnam, | weni back to Okinawa. This time | was the superintendent of the Pacific Air Forces Military
Working Dog Training Center. We trained handlers and dogs for all service branches, in the entive Pacilic
command, including Vieinam.
I also served Lemporary duis in the Philippines, Thailand, Guam, Korca. and Hawan.
I never even stepped [oot in Europe. In 20 vears of serviee, | spent nesrly half in the Far Fast. At least | know how
to eal with chopsticks.
Dean How did the local nationals of thoge counlries treat you?

Ritchie In alt candor. T musl say that T have been treated with kindness and vespect in every countey that 1

Continued Page 1.3
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have been stationed in overseas. The inlernational sign of respect is Lo smile with the people. People will give
respect i vou treat them with dignily, When vou come in contact with a parvent and their child, vour smile
convevs that vou respect them. People overywhere ave proud of their ehildren and fannlies, The Golden Rule does
apply. The Vietnamese were war wary after decades of lighting, and generally distrustful of all foreigners. after
the French “miulked them” for 50 many vears, in the words of our own FDR. Yet, if vou reached out to thent, they
were receplive, They are good people.

All of the countres of the Far Fast | feel, have mel the mark that Cicern sot when he said that “threee founths of
mankind 1& made up of dishonoerable men.” It's that way there, here, and evervwhere.

Dean Ihd you see the movie Good Morning Vietnam, with Robin Williams? Do you remember the scene where he
organizes a baseball game with the townspeople? How did that make you feel?

Ritchie 1 Jaughed while trying 1o hold back my tears.

I was trealed with kindness because that’s the way [ treated others. [ had many heart to heart discussions with
our Vietnamese mlerpreters. We all agreed that war is hell and us poor plain folks have to fight it.

Dean Were vou involved in sevious combat?

Ritchie The short answer i no. 1 was very fortunate, 18's hard o discuss combal, Most guyvs and gals would
rather forget their combat cxperiences. I did get the Bronze Star though. I stall caw’t [igure oul why.

Dean What is your worst memory of serving outside the US?

Ritchie I guess when there was a vace riot after Martin Lother King Jr. was slain. Prior to this happening, and
after this reaction happencd, there was not a serious problem between white and black servicemen. On that day
though, numerous black servicemeoen took over the Airman’s Club on Kadena Air Base in Japan. I was part of the
respending police foree and il was shameful when the Japanese witnessed this incident. [t was soon quelled and
evervbody went home. 1 know that there were reactions in the states after this assasgination. It just hurt me o
see my fellow G.Ls at odds like this. We were soldiers.

Dean Whatl 1s your most vivid memory of the war yvou served in?

Ritchie The realization that the Vietnamese troops had no spirit for further warlare. The veal people were from
both north and south and they did not share the corraplion and greed thal the generals in Saigon did. They just
wanted to grow rice. Ho Chi Minh was a hero. He drove the French colonialists out of Vietnam when he defeated
them at Dinh Bien Phu in 1957, Qur efforts to prevent the spread of Communism were noble, but the regimes in
Saigon were not what the common people wanted. They wanted a leader hke “Uncle Ho” who dressed like them,
ate like them, and wanted his countyy united and lree of all forcigners. They wanted sell-determination. [ guess
there are a lot of vivid memones.

One mcident that stands out mn my mind, happened when T took a an army eaptain from MACY (Military
Assistance Command Vieinam) to look over our armory, armored personnel carriers, mortar pits, bunker & tower
fichting positions, K-9 units, and moestly our air force rviflemen, automatic riflemen {machine gunners),
grenadiers, and mortar-men including fire direction control. He was stunned and asked, “These are all air force””
When | replied that they were, he said, *Damn, you're a light infantry battalion.”

Dean How were you treated when you velwened to the US?

Ritchie ! was treated with respect. The people on the planes, at the airports, the taxi drivers, bartenders, and
the general population, treated me well. The people in my old hometown neighborhood were especially graceful to
me. | remember my old Dad, God rest his soul, Laking my uniform o the cleancrs twice in & week so he could
show it ofl a bat.

Answering all these questions brings back memories. [ have to convey this last story, We left Vietnam in what we
called a “freedom bird.” It was a contracted civilian airliner, crew and all. It was full of uniformed army, navy, air
force, Marine servicemen, and I'm sure, coast guard personnel. While suffering the long flight home, which we
called “the world.” we did what most (3.1.s do, we smoked, drank, talked and plaved cards. Therve were tough stoie
{ireen Berets, Mavmes, and 1. the big tough anr force infantry guy. 'm swre everybody thoughi T was a wrench
bender like most air force enlisted. Afler the 14 or so hour [light, we descended to Travis AFB, near San
Francisco. When the plane’s door was opened and the stairs attached, we started out. As I was at the top of the
stairs, n 2 mass of humanity, I saw a young black army private firsi class that had just dismounted the stairs,
kneel down and kiss the ground. He got up and happened to look righl al me with a big stile on hig face and
said, “I'm g0 glad to be home”

Every one of us smiled or at least the tougher grinned. We all held back tears. T am hotding back teavs right now.
May God bless that voung soldier. Hindsight 15 20/20. What [ wish I had done that day was exactly as he did.

We lost over H0.000 people in Vietnam, and many more wounded and probably disabled. Theve 1s really nol nruch
more to say, War is hell and the people on both sides who have to fight 1t are salt of the earth. I have a drink Tox
vou and me, after I say a praver for vou and me.
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VSPA 10" ANNIVERSARY REUNION
REGISTRATION FORM

YES! SIGN ME UP FOR OUR REUNION IN TUCSON, ARIZONA - OCTOBER 7 — 10, 2004!!

NAME

BASE(s) ) i YEARS19  TO19
BASE(s) o . _ YEARS19 _ _TO19
SQUADRON(s) . . ]

ADDRESS ) S

PHONE___ B EMAIL

NAME(s) OF YOUR GUEST(s)_ - I
MEAL SELECTION: BEEF. _ CHICKEN___ _ VEGETARIAN_

PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS:

REGISTRATION FEES

NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING? X $128 = s
ARE YOUR ANNUAL DUES CURRENT? $15 PER YEAR $15 = $
TOTAL ENCLOSED=  §
PAYMENT IS DUE NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 7, 2004

PLLEASE SEND PAYMENTS TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS AND MADE PAYABLE TO:

THE REUNION BRAT
50721 State Ilwy 410 E
Greenwater, WA 98022

(360) 663-2521

Confirimation of Registration and Itinerarvy will be sent oul hy September 20, 2004, A 820 per person cancellation fee
will apply to all cancellations received within 30 davs of the event. Cancellations vecelved within 10 days of the event
will be non refundable. Call The Viscount Suites TOLL FRER at (800} 527-9666 no later than September 7, 2004 1o
make vour hotel reservations. Be sure to mention vou ave with the Vietnam Sccourily Police Association Reunion (o
receive your group vate of 879 a night, plus tax and includes o full breaklast buffet each day. These prices are
available 3 davs prior to and after vour event should you choase to extend vour stav, We'll see vou soon in beautilul
Tucson, Arzonal!
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REMEMBER THE DATES FOR OUR REUNIONS: ﬂ r
[ T
Qctober 7 - 10, 2004 for the VSPA reunion in TUCSON, ARIZONA (Davis- Monthar—iUAl“B)
Come and help us celebrate our 10th Anniversary! 3,
3 .
The Reunion Brat is moving along well with all contracts. The suites (the really are Yites - eve
room in the hotel is a suite) in Tucson are magnificent and include a full et breakflast with a%
omelet bar everyday at $79 per night. The hospitality room is the best yef with a great

E. y
registration area, booths & tables (it was a restaurant inside the hotel at time 1!@139 A
breakout rooms for our business meeting and the wives meeting plus an “}sule patfpﬂrea for £ -
smokers, the banquet room is also great. This will be our best hotel yet. ; i

m 3 E
w——=

The Association is looking to document alf attacks on our bases in Thailand and Vietnam. El__t;!se provide-
any information you may have on currently undocumented attacks. Contact mPMyou are not sure if an
attack is officially documented. - ;::
We will divide these attacks into two categories. One will be for those attacks that vou have
documentation for and the other will be for those attacks that you remember belt Have no d 1cntation.
We will collect this information, research it and provide the results to the Air Fgege History amd Researd
Center at Maxswell AFB, AL. All information should be in by June 2004. Pleas®®ontact Don Graham at
tuyhoa68@att.net or 610-691-6960 . £

We will send a special mailing about the reunion very shortly.

Undocumented Base Attacks:
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