Vietnam Security Police Association
Presents '
A Publication for all Vietnam/Thailand
Air Police and Security Police :

This story starts in February 1967, when 1 was as-
signed 1o the 70™ Combat Defense Squadron, Clinton-
Sherman AFB. which was in the small town of Burns Flat,
Oklahoma. T had left Viclnam in Deccmber 1966 and was
assigned to Clinton-Sherman. It was alright, but I wanted
Sheppard or some other base in Texas.

Well to say the least the Commander signed my re-
quest for PCS overseas (Vietnam}. but [ was told I would
not be going anywhere for sometime by everyone. Well |
received my TDY orders 1o the Air Police Combat Prepar-
cdness Course at Lackiand AFB, TX in April 1967 for five
davs of AZR (Shackleford special) training.

In May 1967, I then departed Clinton-Sherman AFB,
OK for the 3 Security Police Squadron at Bien Hoa AB,
Vietnam. When ! arrived in Vietram in July 1967 at Bicn
Hoa, AB the weather was very hot and the uniform I was
wearing got very wet fast walking from the plane to the
MAC Terminal. Then an NCO from the orderly room
came over and picked me and several other SP's up and
walked us to the squadron area on the east end of the MAC
flight line arca.

Short history abont Bien Hoa AB, it was the busiest
airport in the world during this time with all the fights
coming and going. The base also had the 145" Aviation
Battalion (choppers), 23 VNAF Fighter Wing, Army
Hawk site, Ranch Hand Wing, 1II Corps Operation Center,
ARVN Ranger Battalion and just northeast of the base was
the 101* Airborne base camp, just to name a few.

So in July 1967, 1 started my tour of duty at Bien Hoa,
AB. [ was assigned to “C” Flight Secyrity (midnight shift)

and worked mainty SAT teams on the west and north sides of
the base, patrolled the perimcier, bomb dump and MAC/
Ranch Hand flight line arcas of the base. Each SAT tcam had
three SP's and a QC {Victnamcse interprefer) assigned 1o it.

Now the Comumander, Lt. Col. Kent Miller, and OPS Of-
ficer, Capt. Maisey, were working on making the 3™ SPS pre-
parcd for any type of attack against the base by VC/NVA
forces. They had cach shifi conduct training on AST tcam
deployments, QRF blocking {orces, how to use clear and sweep
mcthods for both on and off base areas, and how (o go out into
the ficld aboard choppers 1o check out the movements of the
cnemy before they attacked us just like the Army did onty bet-
er.

Now the base had a2 firing range that was betwcen the
USAF bomb dump and the Armyv Hawk site, to protect Bien
Hoa. AB from MIG attack. This range was mainly used 10
show us how io fire our weapons as a team almost every night.
Evervenc got their chance (o fire and deploy as a team. Then
one day 1 got picked to work with the field testing of an infra-
red radar system being tested for use on an M-151 jeep to spot
people at night in hot rainy weather. Then onc night Capt.
Stroncs, Flight Commander for our flight asked me if T would
like to run the flight resupply tcams. 1 accepted the lask and
became an ammo, food and coffoe runner.

Now being the NCOIC of the resupply tcams was fun.
That is if vou liked working early and petting off late cach
day. We worked about 10 to 12 hours a day to get the vchicles
and ammo ready for our flight coming on and getting off the
next morning. In between we ran from one ¢nd of the base to
the other and sometimes off the base too.

Now the 3™ SPS guys had worked very hard 1o defend the
air base and the command level folks felt that we nceded to
relax and fect our cats. Soon 25 Jan 1968, “C” Flight Sccurity
held a party at the chily on base. We had a band from the Phil-
ippines and a red headed Italian-Anstrialian female stripper

{Continued on page 4)
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Treasure;

Chaplain:

Treasurer
Nomlnahon

Dems (,ook w111 be nommated for the oﬂice of
Secretary/Treasurer for the term 2000/2002. Denis
has 28 years of banking experience and will serve
VSPA well. Because of the long lead time in trans-
ferring bank accounts, files and assets I request you
accept this as notice of nomination. However,
should you wish to be considered for this position,
please notify Steve Ray ASAP. Thank you.

Steve Ray
Sec/Tres

Pres:dent’
Corner

JANUARY 2000 - we made 1it. Well it's a be-
ginning. 1f you are like me at all - you did some re-
flection over the past years that made history as we
saw it. News Reporters, at least here in Music
City, seemed to avoid Vietnam, except for a passing
word - however; 15 years is a good percentage of
time too only get the briefest mention. In my opin-
ion 1t defined our generation as much as WW II and
Korea defined time for others. My mind also
drifted back to flight lines, B-52's, parties - leave,
loves won and lost, Vietnam - home - and yes, liv-
ing and adjusting to a post Vietnam experience. [
guess 1 was reluctant to speak about being an Air-
man or being Air Force in a Combat Zone. [ did
not readily join any Vet organization. I'm not sure
when it happened - but all that changed. By the
time VSPA was bom I was ready to join and be
counted. Our contributions and efforts in Asia not
only made USAF’s total effort successful - but we
collectively have helped shape the future of the Se-
curity System and Security Forces the Air Force has
today. We truly are the few and the proud - we
won the Cold War - no base was put out of service
because we did do our job! T've never been a part
of anything in my life that 1 am prouder of than
VSPA!

Which reminds me to remind you and me to
pay our $15.00 dues this month! At the end of
January VSPA will make a contnibution to the Me-
dia Center af the Security Police Museum at Lack-
land.

In closing - it is a pleasure to know you my
friends - you are the most committed people 1 know
and showed your courage in the face of an enemy
and 1t’s an honor to be a part of VSPA - you are
the Best! The best to you this New Year and Mil-
lennium.

Until the next time . . .
Kevin Fitzgerald, President
Tan Son Nhut 66 - 67
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Chaplain ‘s
Corner

Christmas should be a time of celebration and
formng good memories. To many it's a time of
getting together with family, remembering past
holidays, and acknowledging God's goodness to
us. For some veterans the holidays may be a pain-
ful and difficult time. It may be hard for them to
“act" like everyone else. Their family may want to
think of new ways to celebrate or start new family
traditions. Some vets won't participate in lighting
up the tree or putting up the lights on the family
house. They remember times that 1t was a threat
to life to be caught out in the lights, out in the
open. Since they feel a need to protect their fanuly
from danger, they just can't enjoy getting into this
type of activity either knowingly or unknowingly.
Forming new family traditions might be a good
way to accomplish the same mission. Some sug-
gestions are: visit a VA hospital together and give
out homemade Christmas cards or candy, or visit
a homeless shelter and help serve food. Some war
vets do not feel comfortable in a crowd so why
plan going out to a public activity if it brings dis-
contentment and perhaps anger. Perhaps limiting
visitors to the house, and instead have a small
gathering 1s an alternative. Some vets do not enjoy
having unexpected company drop in. You are Iim-
ited in ideas only by your imagination. However
you choose to observe the holidays, you are form-
ing memories. May God be with all of you and
your families at this special time and throughout
the New Year. Proverbs 3:5,6. Trust in the Lord
with all thy heart and lean not unto thine own un-
derestanding, In all thy ways acknowlege Him and
He shall direct thy path.

Sincerely Yours,
Steve Janke, Chaplain VSPA

The Heavyweight
Of

Nam

I just finished reading the July Guardmount
and really enjoyed the story by Mike Kennedy.
Like most of us tn Vietnam, we did not perform he-
roic actions during our tour of duty. We simply re-
cetved our orders to go, put our families through
hell, and went patriotically to fight the enemy. The
foliowing is a poem I wrote was for all the Mike
Kennedys and myself.

The Heavyweight of Nam

We were once young and fif,
Eagerly paused in the ring of grit.
At the peak of our performance,
To battle our enemy's endurance.

During all our endless rounds of will,
Reason staggered confused on the hill.
Both hands and minds flaring raw,
We kept on justifying what we saw.

Trying to find a way out of this jungle;

Standing proud in our bloody struggle.

Until the day, our ref called it a draw,
We still felt like a heavyweight' all.

The fighter's prize was to be welcomed home,

But the jabbing caused us to constantly roam.

Gaining strength from our Vet brother's palm,
We now can lift this heavy weight of Nam,

By Douglas Gorski
483rd Security Police Squadron
Cam Ranh Bay, Vietham 1969/70




{Continued from page 1)

come up from Saigon for the musical and show for evervone
to relax and have fun for all the hard work we had done.
Again Capt. Strones voluntecrcd me 10 watch over the femalc
stripper 10 ensure no one got lo close o her before, during and
aftcr her show, hard duty if you can get it. Needless 1o say it
was one hell of a party and the 3™ SPS again showed that we
were the best in Vietnain at anything we did. You could say
this was the beginming of the “Hard Days Night” that was to
comg in 4 couple of days.

Sometime on the moming of 30 Jan 1968, we were
called to CSC and wcre bricfed about the VC/NVA rocket at-
tacks going on in the northern part of Vietnam against USAF
bases. I just mentioned that if they were getting hit tonight
then tomorrow night will be our turn. Well that evening on
or about 1500 hours my resupply leam members and § re-
noried for duty to start picking up vehicles from motor pool to
use for posting and QRF teams that night. We did evervthing
as if it was a normal night on duty except we were in Security
Alert Condition Yellow because of TET New Year.

Then about midnight both resupply tcams were called to
CSC. Once there we were (old {0 pickup some more vehicles
and issue out more amino (o the fcams coming on duty be-
cause 7% Air Force Headquarters had placed all USAF bases
in Vietnam on Security Alert Condition Red, attack is immi-
nent. My team members and 1 gol the additional vehicles and
ammo ready. After the vehicles and ammo were issued we
thea split up into four resupply teams, one for each area of the
Dase.

The start of the “Hard Days Night” began at 0300 hours,
3} Jan 1968. I was driving on the road from the bomb dump
toward the FDC (Fire Direction Control) for the Army Hawk
site when the rockets, forty-five 122mm, were reported com-
ing inbound. After the rocked attack, I checked with three
augmentees 1 had and then started toward the main pari of the
base when 1 heard CSC calling Defense Six, castside resupply
icam. They wanted them to go to Bunker Hill #10 on the
castside of the base for resupply, but Defense Six called back
and said they were stopped at the 101* MP checkpoint by
saiper fire from the east. Upon arrival I found Sgt. Lee, De-
fense 6 leader, and his team under cover. 1 then iold ALC
Simmons, Defense 6 SP rider, to take charge of his icam and
my augnmentees.

I then took Sgt. Lee with me in my vehicle after we
picked up some slap flares from his vehicle. We then drove
back toward the bomb dump and then turmed south about half
way down the new runway. We then started back toward the
gast end and then turned south again toward the run-up area
and then got back on the road to come up behind Bunker Hill
#10. We were stopped by a K-9 unit who told us that Capt.
Maisey did not want anymore vehiclcs out at Bunker Hill #10

at this time, Sgt. Lee and T took the box of flares and walked
up to Bunker Hifl #1¢. After giving Capt. Maiscy the fiares we
went back and drove the vehicle up to Bunker Hill #10 for
safciy reasons.

At approximately ¢330 hours, 31 Jan 1968, the VC/NVA
hit Bunker Hill #10 with RPG's 2 and 7 rounds, plus small
arms fire from the north, east and south sides of the bunker.
That put them on basc, north and east sides. Everyone hit the
ground and setup to detend the bunker arca, Their first round
took out the M-16 on top of Bunker Hill #10, At the tiine we
had onc SAT team, one QRF team. one rcsupply tcam, one
NCOIC of A Scctor, Capt. Maisey and a Lt. From the 145"
Aviation Battalion, who was to help us with chopper support
from CSC, and one base fire department team with fire pumper
truck. [ would say abeut 40 or 50 people in all.

T took cover behind Bunker Hill #10 as the fire truck
drove back toward the main base arca after several RPG rounds
missed it. During this time, I am not sure why 1 was counting
the number of rounds being fired at us, but [ did. At this time
the Army Lt. had a M-16 with an M-148, 40 mm, and he did
not know how 1o fire it I then gave him my M-16 and took
his. 1 then started firing at the VC/NVA (roops that were fir-
ing at us from the QC posilion just east of Bunker Hill #10.

i can remember as a child playving war with other guys in
my area, but now [ was plaving in the big game of life. As it
turns out Charlie would fire one RPG round at us and I then
would firc a 40-mm round at them. It was like a western
movie where two guys used the building as cover and fired at
each other. Well they fired their twelve rounds and [ returned
fire with my 13™ round. Then we heard a big explosion and
looked to sec the QC position going up with at least three VC/
NVA troops. My last round must have hit the ammo in that
posifion and exploded. During all this firing I was yelling at
Sgt. Neal Tuggle who was inside the old French bunker with
other SP’s and augmentees. He told me that they were alright,
but that somcone was dead, but they did not know who it was.
It was found out to be Capt. Maisey who was in the back by
one of the RPG rounds.

As I checked around the south side of the bunker, 1 saw a
large number of NVA troops moving west toward the inain
flight line, F-100 parking ramp arca. [ called this information
into CSC and a few minutes later Cobra and Huey gun ships
arrived from the 145% AB and staried to fire at them. As their
firing came close to me, T jumped inside Bunker Hill #10 for
cover. After a while we came out of the bunker because we
could not sec what was going on around us in the dark.
Spooky, AC-47, was on the scene dropping flares and we pul
up slap flares sometimes too. Sgt. Tuggle and I got on top of
the bunker and called CSC with information on any movement
of VC/NVA we could see, and directed fire power arcund Bun-
ker Hill #10,



One of the first things you see upon
landing at Cam Ranh Bay AB in 1966

Outstanding living guarters in tent city
at Cam Ranh Bay AB in 1966

March 1966 weapons firing
on the beach. Also notice the
black beret ] am wearing.

We called ourselves, “The
Biack Berets of Cam Ranh
Bay.”

A lock at tent city for the 12 Ajr Police
Sq. in 1966

Building a bunker next to our tent in case
of a rocket attack in 1966

CAM RANH BAY 1966
FROM “_VVALK IN THE SAND”

Cleaning equipment in our bunker on the
bay side of Cam Ranh Bay AB in 1966.
One of the old ROK positions that we took
over or moved.




President Johnson and General
Westmoreland arrive at Cam Ranh
Bay.

Troops on parade for President Johnson and
General Westmoreland

PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S
VISIT TO
CAM RANH BAY AB

The President and General review the troops
at Cam Ranh Bay.

Tom Risinger with ROK troops at Cam
Ranh Bay in the sand.

(Nete: Check Mail Call for a story on the pictures
on this page.}

The Tent city turned into Tin City
with the new hootches,




Continued from page 4)

After fighting most of the night daylight looked really
good. As I looked over the baitlefield, I could see a lot of
dead VC/NVA bodies. For the rest of that day, 31 Jan 68,
Capt. Strones kept me and four other SP’s on the bunker o
waich over the battle still going on outside the base as he lead
several sweeps on base to ctear out any VC/NVA iroops that
may be hiding in the elephant grass areas around the east end
of the runways. About 1830 hours we were relieved from
Bunker Hill #10 and taken back to the barracks area and
spent the next 2 F/2 hours in a bunker just in case we got
rocked again. At 2200 hours my resupply team members and
T wemt back to work again doing our job covering the base
and supporting the men of the 3™ SPS to help protect Bien
Hoa AB. Thus ended my "Hard Days Night” for “TET 68",
That night the men of the 3™ Security Police Squadron along
with the augmentees stopped the VO/NVA troops cold in
their tracks from doing a lot of damage to the atrcrafi and
personnel hiving on the base. We had support from scme
units with their fire power and faith from other units that did
not have any fire power except to pray. The training that we
had gone throngh for months had proven to be our secret
weapon, team work and communications. Medals were
handed out to some of us and the 3™ SPS received an
AFOUA citation for its action that night.

I completed my second tour in Vietnam and felt like [
had dong my job in an outstanding manner. Sometimes [
took back and remember sitting on the perimetcr watching
silhoucttes moving around off base, hit the deck when the
rockets landed on base, or just sifiing there waiting for all
hell to break loose on a quiet night. During the TET 68 of-
fensive all Security Policemen in Vietnam did an outstanding
job. Some of them only received a "9"on their APR ot a
plaque from thetr flight or squadron for a “Job Well Done.”
Many of our AP/SP's were called upon to perform in, “on-
common valor above the call of duty to defend their base.” 1
would like to remember those who served and fought, and
those who died in Vietnam as part of the history of the Air
Police/Security Potice and not the Security Forces. We pro-
vided protection of the highest fasbion with outstanding pro-
fessionalisin and dedication to duty.

[ left Victnam Junc 1968 for Dvess AFT, Texas. Little
did | know I would rcturn for a third tour in two years, which
is another story. Like I said in the beginning I think T had a
“Hard Days Night” on 31 Jan 68, but so did everyone else that
night.

William (Pete} Piazza

12" APS, Cam Ranh Bay AB, 1966
3™ SPS, Bien Hoa AB, 7/67 - 68
12* SPS, Phu Cat AB, 6:70- 71

MP . AP SP WeAdL’...

In earlv 1944 i entcred Ihe rmlnary SCIVICC, Iramed and
flew as tail gunner over Europe near the end of WW Il We
returned 1o the states in June 1945, assigned to Sioux Falls, .
D. for re-deployment to the Pacific. in July 1945 our com-
manding officer crashed imto the side of the Empire State
Building, within a month our Bomb Group was deactivated. at
the turn of the year I landed or reporied to the 979" MP Com-
pany, Wiesbaden, Germany. My training as a Military Police-
man was "On the Job,” remember at this time we were policing
military and civilians. In November 1946 the Army and Air
Force separated, 1 was given the option of either, T chose the
Air Force and was assigned to Squadron E, Headquarters Com-
mand, Air Force Headquarters in Europe. Now I was an Air
Policeman performing highway patro] between Frankfurt and
Wiesbaden, still using Military Police Logo.

1 returned to Europe again in the Berdin Airlift, a log of
changes occurred during this period; Air Police definitely had
their own logo, desegregation, lost Quartermaster functions
{laundry and dry cleaning), uniform allowance, wearing civil-
ian clothes off duty and of course with the uniform change
camne the new stripes. During the fifties I was fortunaic to rep-
resent the Air Police as a liaison to the Chief of Police, Sclma.
Alabama and the 10" District Office of the OSI.

Then I received several months of {icld training. the pur-
pose of this training revealed its ugly head in Korea disguised
as base defense, my first experience with this yype of police
function, but phased in during this period.

Mid-fifties 1 had an interesting funclion as a Flight Air
Policeman, flying with classified documents and equipment to
its destination. I was given a plush 90-day TDY assignmeni as
a rifle instructor at a Boy Scout Camp in Pennsylvania. Scouts
trained with 22 caliber rifles. I then had a shot at a Nuclear
Storage site in Maine, followed by the Security Service in
Europe. Entering the Sixties I received a taste of Flightline Sc-
curity and Presidential Security at Austin, Texas, also the name
SP was becoming the thing.

I finally arrived at the moment that made me stop and
think what is going on. In May 1965, 22 Air Police or Security
Police, which included one Lieutenant, were left on a full that
had two French buildings, resemblance of an old dirt runway
and occupied by two weather people and one fireman. This be-
came Det. 1, 34® TAC Group. This small group secured,
planned and provided the coordination for the forming of
6254 Combat Support Group, Pleiku Air Base. I left in April
1966 and spent my remaining years until retirement in June
1972 as First Sergeant in the Material Air Command MAC)

Walt Cobourn
Pleiku Air Base 65 - 66

M
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by Frank Pilson

....years in the past
but still in the present

you were the best of time
you were the worst of times

and we left behind several
unintended gifts and bombs

you thought I re-examined my
need (uh desire) for one significant
other to share my hife-space with.

You commanded in me an unwilling
re-evaluation of self, behavior patterns,
relationships and corresponding
change in my attitudes; 1.e. growth.

I'm nicer to people...
_I'm more in touch with my feelings
the things and persons around me ... hfe.

We came back, we survived, we owe it,
to those 58,000 who died,
We must live our lives for them and us
| came home
which was purgatory
I lost
which was hell
and 1 survived
Heaven!

Welcome Home

2000
Dues 1s Due

Notice

Check the number beside your name.
If 1t 1s 99 your dues is due.
A 00 or 01 means you are paid up through
Those years.

ment now to send in your payment, payable to VSPA. One
year memberships arc $15.00 and vou can pre-pay up to
three years in advance. Don't forget your family members
are cligible for Supporting (non-voting) memberships for
$5.00 cach person per year. Please send all dues payments
to me at the following address:

Steve Ray
2887 Hampton Cove Way
Hampton Cove, AL 35763

I will post the ducs and notify the Membership Chair-
man and the Guardmount Editor of your rencwal. Several

members have alrcady renewed. Your support is appreci-
ated.

On 28 January 2000 the VSPA will host a dedication
ceremony at the SP mmseum at Lackland AFB, Texas.
Through the sale of the 051 Tee Shirts we raised over
$1500.00 for the project. The dedication will take place at
the muscum 1200-1300 hours with lunch provided by
VSPA. Letters of invitation have been sent to our mem-
bers in the San Antonio arca and any members who want
to attend just come on out. Thanks for vour support of this
worthy cause.

Waork on the reunion has started. You will recerve all
reunton information by April 2000. I hope to see all of vou
there. The reunion commitige will be meeting (by tcle-
phone) this month.

The Assoctation account balance as of 31 December
1999 was: $1134 89 Denis Cook, who will run for the
office of Secrctary/Treasurer at the October meeting, and
replace me in that position, has completed his andit of the
Association books. Denis informs me all is in order.

I wish you all a Happy and Prosperous New Yecar!

Steve Ray
Secretary/Treasurer




MAIL CALL

n case anyone is interes

of piclures at Cam Ranh Bay when President Johnson came
over to visit. Boy, what a boon doggle! [ was with Phantom
Flight who was the first called out when the base found oul
he was coming. The politicians wanted 100 people from ¢ack
branch of the service; Army, Navy, Marings and Air Force.
They went so far as to pull Marines out of an on going fire-
fighi to come eat with the President. For some it was their
first hot meal in months. They were hot, dirty, tired, hungry
and aggravated. They were moved direct from combat to the
chow hall in a matter of minutes. No time Lo rest or clean up,
Jjust to be there for the politicians to say they were.

T remember a sectet service officer telling one Marine,
“P'll take that rifle soldier.” The Marinc answercd, “That’s the
only way vou'll get it ass hole. Five minutes ago I was fighting
for my lifec and now ['m here, this will be my first hot meal in
months and if you don’t get the f— out of my way U'll kill vat®
(Secret Service left)

Here arc the pictures. (See page 5)

Tom Risinger
USAF Rei

Membership Application (send Copy of DD 214 and $15.00 fee)

Name

Address

State Zip

Phone

Unit in S.E.Asia

Dates of S.E.Asia Duty

Description of Duty

Looking For?

ASSOCIATION MERCHANDISE,
Fonr SALE

Security Police Badge Patch

QC lapel pin

7th Air Force Coin

e A i

Air Force Flag 3’ X 5°, Nylon

10. Association Bumper Stickers

11. 7th Air Force - Patch

12. 7th Air Force - Lapel Pin - Pewter

Association Patch - made around a QC design $5.00
Air Force Combat Veteran Patch $4.00
$4.00
. $4.00
QC paich, Actual size. Quality Reproduction. American Made $5.00
3600
Black Baseball Style Cap with any of the above Patches on it $12.00
$15.00
9. VSPA T-shirt featuring QC patch .. M,L XL XXL. $14.00
$ 150
$ 400
$ 600
13. Mini-Security Police Badges, 1 3/4” high, Official Issue $ 16.00
14. 7th Air Force (Hanes) T-shirt, Full color design (L, XL, XXL $ 14.00

Please add 10% to your order for shipping and handling, minimum of $3.00. Please make checks for mer-
chandise payable to John Langley Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send checks to John Langley, 150 aurora

KRoad, Venice, FI. 34293

e e
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