LTC KENTON DOYLE MILLER
BATTLE OF BIEN HOA 3rd Security Police Squadron TET 31 JAN 1968
BUNKER HILL-10 Squadron Commander BIEN HOA AIR BASE

3*° Secunly folice
Bien Hoo Airbase, RVN
1967-68

[by, LTC KENTON DOYLE
MILLER 3rd Security Police
Squadron Squadron

Commander
1967 - 1968]

[LTC Miller, 3rd SPS Squadron Commander, gave me a copy of his journal and photos. Photos
were taken before, during, and after the Battle of Bien Hoa, at Bien Hoa Air Base, and some

from Bunker Hill-10 itself. Jon Hayes, 3rd Security Police Squadron, 1967-1968.]
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DEFARTMENT CF THE ARMY
HEAD' U+iTERS 173D sI1iBORNE BRICDE (SEPARATE)
APD San Franciscc 96250

AVBE-SCJ S 2l August 1967

SURJECT: Letter of Instruction: Training for Brigade Replacements 23
August thru 2 September 1967,

TO: See Distrubition

1. GENZRAL. PBrigade replacement training for the week of 28 hugust
thru 2 September 1967 to prepsre 173d Airborne Brigade replacements for
combat operations in Vietnam. Aill personnel in grades E1 - E7, and O1-

02 who have arrived in country since 1 March 1967 and have not completed
Jungle School will attend, Personnel with a previous tour in Vietnem, who
have a six month or more bresk between tours are recuired to attend. A1l
NCO's end Officers who have not attend since this date will attend this weeks

training.

2. TRAINIHC PROGRAM. The training program ccnsists cf six days of
combat subjects taught by instructors with combat experience in Vietnam.
Training includes four days of instructior conducted in the 2d Battilion,
503d Infantry and 17th Cavalry arcas, a une and one half-day ficld operation
in the Brigade TAOR, and one helf day of jump training at the Brigede Train-
ing Area,

3. RESPONCIEILITIES
a, S=3 = Overzll plznning and staff ccordination.

b, 8-4 - Pro*ide logistical support, transportation ard cquipment
as required,

c. CO, 4/503d - Provide evening meal for students Monday, Tuesdey
and Thursday. Provide ice tea, ¥ool #iid or Juice for noon meal Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesdzy, Thursday, # nd Saturdsy,

de Unit Commanders:

(1) 1Issue prescribed orgenizational clething) eauipment, wea-
pons and basic load of ammunition. Insure individuzl's €quipment is service-
eble and adjusted properly bsfore reporting for training in prescribed un-
iform (See Incl 2) and carry pencil or pen rYid notebook., Warrons should be
inspected, cleaned end properly lubricated before student reports for
training.
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LVBE-ECJS 2L August 1967

SUBJECT: Letier of Instruection: Treining for the Brigede Heplacements 28
sugust thru 2 September 1967.

(2} Provide Commandant, Jungle School, with a roster
of student pergonnel, rank, MOS, and ASN NLT 1200 hours, Saturday 26 August
1967. The rester will include date of rank of E5¥3thru E7!'s and 211 Officers.

(3) Provide transportation for members cf your unit and insure
that they report t> the prescribed place st the prescribed time., Insure
transportation is at the prescribed pick-upplace (Incl 2) and the person res
sponeible for picking up the studerts has 2 roster and does not depart until
all students he is respcnsible for have transportation to their units.

_ (4) TIssue one (1) "C" ration meal to each student londay, Tive
(5) on Tuesday, and one (1) meal Wednesday =nd Saturday. Issue sufficent
heat tablets to heat the "C" ration meals,

(5) Insure the replocement is not put on guard or extra duty
and receives maximum rest during the training pericd., Medical zppointments
and in-processing should not be scheduled ~uring the treining period,

(6) Insure student'e assizicd weapons have & piece of tape om
the ctock showing pame &nd uvnit, All wearons will have slings or ropes.

{7) Assign Senicr NCO from each unit as NCOIC. He should
have two (2) rosters of the students for duration of course,

(8) Rifle Battalions will issue three (3) Mu79's or XMI48A1's
zncd one (1) PRC-25 rzdio te students for Zuration cf course.

(9) Insure chow is saved f r personnel atiending Jungle School
on Wednesday evening. '

b COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS:

a, A student mey attend the course even if he hes not been included
in the roster submitted Saturday 26 August 1967. His name should be given to
the school First Sergeant Monday. Personnel reporting to the Brigade on
Monday may report for training Tuesdey morning. They must attend training
the next Mcnday tc receive credit for the course.

b. Disciplinery violations will be repcrted in writing te unit
Commander concerned. Units desiring to know the final score of their men
should contact the Schoucl First Sergeant. Diplomas for personnel who have
satisfaectorily completed the course-will be forwarced to the unit appreximately
twelve (12) days after gradusticn.,

¢. Students will mess with their units for breakfast Mondey through
Thursday, 2nc¢ for evening meal Wednesday. &ll students will be returned
to their units prior to evening meal Fridzy and Ssturday.
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AVBE-SCJ S 2k August 1967

SUBJECT: Letter of Instraction: Training f-r Brigace Replacements 28
fugust thru 2 September,

d. Units w.ll give PT i~ new replacements prior to reporting to
the Jungle School,

e. Units are requested to observe class timecs and eguipment re-
guirements contained in the attached training schedules, (Incl 2)

f. Unite are recuested to inspeet students <doily for personnel
appearance and correct uniform and eruirment prior to students reperting to
the school.

g. Echeol Cadre will ingruet studunts daily for perscnnal appear-
ance and ccrrect uvniform and ecuipment. Ceficiencies will be subtracted
from the cstudent'!s total course gracde,

h, BStudents going on sick ¢=11l or appcintrments from their units
sheuld notify the NCOIC first. When reporting back te the school from sick
call or appointments, students will report io the School First Sergeant.

FOH THE COI%.~WDZR: s

Dottt

W. L. KVASHICK:

1LT, 4GC
Lest AG
2 Incl
1. Training Schecdule
2., Reporting Time &
Eruipment
3
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FOR OFFICIAL USE OMNLY

FROM: Captain Verna 31 August 1967
SUBJECTs EAGLE PIATOONS
TO: All Military Fighting Men of the 3rd Security Police Squadron

1. PURPOSE: To provide Bien Hoa Air Base a reaction force to be deployed
behind the enemy for harassment and interdiction following a meortar attack,

2. Concept of Operation: The 57th & 58th Regional Forces will share alert
standby duty on a rotating basis with the 3rd Security Police Squadron. A
flight of L5 men will be stationed at the 15th Aviation Battalion each
night from 2200 hours until OLOO hours. In the event a mortar attack
occurs and firing positions are identified, this force will be deployed to
preselected landing zones behind the enemy position to engage or harass
them during their retreat.

3. Training: The 173rd Airborne Brigade Jungle School will provide
training on tactics and maneuvers., The start date is tenatively scheduled
for 11 Sept 67, It will be conducted on your off duty time, It will take
three to four hours a day for five days., Attachment 1 is the full
training schedule for the jungle schoel, We will receive selected sub-
Jjects for our "Eagle Platoons",

. Manpower Requirements and Selection: To perform this duty and to
minimize the commitment, I am requesting L5 men from "A" F1lt and L5 men
from "B" Flt to join this program. With two groups of L5, each group
will stand alert one night out of every six nights,

a. Because of the training provided, personnel with retainability
are desired., This should not prevent "Short Timers™ from signing up.
With the number of personnel required, "Short Timers" will be required to
get us over the large loss this squadron will sustain between 1 Oct and
31 Dec 67.

5. Program Start Date: We are hopeful that this program will be
operational before 1 Oct 67. A great amount of training, procurment,
coordination and plamning is still ahead of us.

6, Deadline: All volunteers should have their names affixed to the
roster NLT 1600 hours, 1 Sept 67.

Te General: I have been extremely proud and honored to be associated with
this squadron to date. Your daily performance has been outstanding and
your support of squadron policy and mission has been the finest I have

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

witnessed in my career. Your cocperation and backing are necessary te
make this program an effective and practical weapon against the Viet
Cong. It will require personal sacrifice from each man in the form of
reduced free time and comforit and exposure to a2 hostile environment.

I am convinced, howsver,after three months in this squadron; you are
prepared to make this aacrifice.

MZ{ ﬁ(/-é’/n,a, ‘/

J B. VERNA JR, Captain, USAF 1 Ateh
/ curity Operations‘Officer 173rd Ltr; Subj; Training for
; Brigade Replacements.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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17 February 1968

Lt. Col. K. D. Miller
Commander, 3rd Security Police Squadron

Dear Colonel Miller,

Enclosed are a couple of copies of the fruit of my snooping around
and bothering a few of your people. It's not great literature,
but I thought maybe you'd like to send a copy to Capt. Maisey's
folks. Use your own judgment. I might stop by the Information
office, and ask them what they think - if they'd think it could
maybe be sent to AIRMEN or some other AF publication. Otherwise,
it will probably only see the light of day in a local Catholic
diocesan paper at home - if that!

Thanks for your cooperation and time. The respect and esteem

expressed in the article is genuine.

Sincerely,

! - _.I 3

I\ ;} kj"_&_{eﬂﬂ C‘E{{C&F—&é“
Donald J. Sheéhan, Chaplain, Captain, USAF
Catholic Chaplain
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UNCCMMONLY BRAVE
R

Around 9 p.m. on January 17th, Capt. Reginald V. Maisey of our 3rd Security Police
Squadron here at Eien Hoa Air Base, stopped by the chapel in his jeep and picked

me up. Barlier in the day I had asked if I might accompany him that night on his
inspection round of the perimeter guard. "Love to have you, Father” he said.

"The men are a bit jumpy. They'll appreciate seeing a chaplain."” While accompanying
Capt, Maisey on his security inspection trip that night, I noted that the men were
mich more reassured by seeing Capt. Haisey than by seeing an umammed chaplain.

I know why now.

That night I spent about four hours with Capt. Maisey, being briefed at the Command
Pest, driving around the perimeter of the base, and visiting all the posts. His
presence visibly reassured the men we visited in their isoclated locations. At

one stop, he c¢limbed the ladder to visit a guard in his lonely watch on a metal
roost some thirty feet above the ground., At other stops, he checked the security
of a bunker or the placement of a machine-gun, Along the road, he halted the

jeep frequently to chat with a K=9 sentry. You could see that Capt. Maisey
troubled himself for his men. He was a professional.

At three a.n. on the 31st of January, the Commumnists launched their '"Tet Offensive'
azsainst Bien Hoa Air Base. It commenced with a ten minute rocket bombardment that
sent men scurrying for protective shelter. The bombardment was followed by enemy
sapper teams breaching the perimeter of the Air Base on the east end.

The next time I saw Capt. Maisey, I did not recognize him. I can't reeall just
what time it was during the eventful morning hours of the 3lst of January that I
conditionally absolved and administersd the Last Rites to an officer who was
dead on arrival at the dispensary. I do remember somecne at one time informing
me that Capt. Maisey had been killed at Bunker Hill 10, Later in the day, I
unzipped the heavy canvas bag containing Capt. Malsey's remains, I recogniged
him as the man I had anointed earlier that morning. The story of Capt. Maisey
and Bunker #3111 10 is one worth remembering.

Bunkey Hill 10 is a reinforced concrete structure, built many years ago by the
French. It is situated on the edge of the east perimeter road, a few hundred
yards beyond the end of our runway. Immediately after the rocket attack the
merning of the 31lst, a large number of well-amed, pajama~clad Commumnist troops
penetrated the fence northwest of Bunker Hill 10. They spilled out into the
fislds to the left and front of the old French bunker. The enemy subjected
Bunkey Hil11 10 to the most intense fire power imaginable, uaing their avtomatie
weapons, as well as the devastating and destructive RPG-2 and RPG-7 rockets.

At the outset of the battle, Bunker Hill 1C was manned by two Security Policemen,
Sgbs. Neal Tuggle and Marshall Gott, and an augmentee, ALC Neil Belmke.

“hen the enemy attack started, Capt. Maisey was at the westerm end of the base.
fle immedigtely sped in his jeep to the Central Security Command Post. Realizing
how eritical holding Bunker Hill 10 was, Capt. Malsey volunteered to go there to
direct the defense of that area. Shortly thereafter, he arrived at ithe bunker
and took charge of the small banc of men from the 3rd Security Police Squadron
in the vieinity of Bunker Hill 10. The Commnists attacked the bunker with a
vengeance. They knew it was the key to overrunning the east end of the fisld,
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ané gaining access to the planes on the flight line, the maintenance hangers,
and other vital areas of the air base. The enemy hit Bunker }Mill 1C with
everything they had. About twelve direct rocket hits at point-blank range

were recorded by the eneny. “n top of the bunker, cne rocket put Szt. Tuggle's
machine-gun cut of action. S5gt. Tuggle went below, grabbed another weapon,

and continued to fight from within the bunker. The augmentze, A1C Behnke,
remained on top of the bunker, and continusd to fire his M-16 at the enemy
enveloping the bunker.

Capt. Mpisey seemed ic be everywhere. To direct and concentrate the fire power
of the twenty or so Security Folicemen in the generzl area on the enemy that

was within 2C0 feet of the bunker, he constantly exposed himself tc danger.

To communicate by raedio with the Security Command Post, Capt. Maisey had to leave
the relative security of the bunker and expose himself to enemy fire. He did
this %Lihrcughout the battle. Above the noise of the battle, he yelled orders

ané directions to the men around hkim. His voice instilled confidence and
bolstered the morale of the beleaguered defenders of the bunker.

At a2 time when bravery was common, Czpt. Maisey's bravery under fire was unconmon
and contagious., Though the small band of men did not lknow it, their position

at times was surrounded by ¥C. Capt. Maisey and the other men continued firing.
They kept the enemy pinned down not too far from thedr original point of penetration.
fio one knows how many enemy were killed by the men defending Bunker #ill 10.

ifter the baitle, over sixty dead VC were found nearby.

The bravery of the men in Bunker Hill 10 was matched by the ineredible valor of
other men of the 3rd Security Police Squadron. Sgbs. William Plazza and James
Loe did the impossible. Through a withering £isld of enemy fire, they drove a
truck back to the base armmory, loaded it with needed ammunition, and returned

to their exposed position on the north perimeter road. From there, they proceeded
to drive scuth across what would seem an impsasable field - a field alive with
VC. The men dauntlessly drove right up to the beseiged Bunker Hi11 10, anc

uncer constant enemy fire resupplied the defenders of the bunker with enough
amunition to enable them to continue the fight. Yhen one knows the terrain
these men passed through, and remembers the confusion at the time, and the danger
of their cargo, he stands in awe at their courageous feat. It seems impossible.
But brave men made the impossible possible.

The bravest of the brave was Capl. Maisey. He fearliessly fought himself, and
rallied, encouraged, and dirscted his men in the area. At one point, while
outside the bunker relaying information to the Security Command Post by radio,
he suddenly called out = "I'm hit" - and after a pause, he contimued talking
to the Security Camsand Post, apprising them of the battle situation,

AV 4330 a.m. that morning of the 31st of January, while Capt . Haisey was outside
the bunker, a direct rocket hit ended his life. He fell on the field of battle.
But his men fought on. They never gave up. ¥%hen the battle ended around noon.
the men of the 3rd Security Police Sguadron still held Bunker Hill 10. The
enemy never overran this pivotal point of the bzse’s defense.
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3.

Some men have asked whether an Air Force installation has ever before been exposed
to such a sustained and severe ground attack. That question is best left for

Air Force historians to snswer. Unquestionably, it was a brutal, savage fight.
Because of the valor and courage of z few uncommonly brave men, the fight never
progressed beyond a few hamdred yards of Bunker Hill 10. The 3rd Security Police
Squadron suffered only two men killed in z¢tion, and 14 wounded.

What would have happened if Bunker Hill 10 had fallen? Would the enemy have
gained control of a part of the base, or penetraled the eastern cantorment ares?
T don't knew. I don't think anyone regqlly knows. Thanks to the bravery and
courage of men like Capt. Malsey, we shall never know the answer to that

hypothetical question.

The courage under hostile fire of the men of the 3nd Security Police Squadron

2t Bien Hoa Air Base, under command of Lt. Col K. D. Miller ~ and espscially the
valor of the men at Bunker Hill 10, is known to only a few, I doubt whether
future military history texts will devote masny pages to this episode. It will
never have the dramatic impact of the Ameriecan assault on Heartbreak Ridge
during the Korean War. But the battle of the 3lst of January will be long
remembered by those of us who were at Bien Hoa that fateful morning.

Was Capt. Maisey a particularly religious man? I don't imow. '"Greater love
than this no man has, that on2 lay down hig life for his friends. (Jn. 15,13)

If CHrist measures all by chardty, then Capt. Malsey was too big a man to
stand measuring. I wear my Air Force uniform just a little more proudly these

days dvecause of men like Capt. Maisey.

Ch, Capt, Dopald J. Sheehan
Bien Hoa Alr Base
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e TP Sl . s

Bunk.er l?ill-lO: View to the N/E, from the‘bunker's roof.
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BRAZXZ

At spproximently 0320 hrs., the K-P bandler (£1) transmitted that & penetration
was Ladng made near nls post. Immediately, Bunker Hill #10, (72} the listeadry
posts, and another K~ handlar (44) comfirmed fhe repori and sxchanged mmall arms
fire. Two E-§ superviears and a Security Police Officer in the vieinity of Bunker
Hill #10' on & post chack procesded to Bunker Hill #10. A thres man SAT patrolling
the east perimetar, advenced to Bunker Hill #10, A "RF of nine security polieezamn
and angmentoss was dispaiched from thelr stendby position at Bunker Hill #9 (5) o
Bunker Hill ¥#10. The CRF was srmed with one (1} ¥ .00 machine gan and & .40 MM grenade
Jlsuncher, the SAT wss armed with ome (1) H .60 machine gun and a grenade launcher,
and the two sscurity policemen and one augmentes on Suty in Bunker Hill #10 were
armed with one (1) X .62 sachine gun, and 2 grenade launcher, 41l sther mrsonnel
wore armed with an H-l6 rifles, As soon 28 the warnins wvas given t e operatduns
officer aho was on a post check was dispatchod to Bunker Hill #10 to ssswme coweand,
“ue b0 the rogiat attack at 031L hours power fail:a in the primary C8C, and the
altarnate C3C, located at the Law Enforcement desk assumed control.

The V0 were panstrating the perimster at four asreas, (A-3-C-D), ant! atiempt-
ing &t another area (), whers thsy wers stopped by the gunebips. Heldcapler jun-
ghips and flareships on alert cirsled the area ol the pemelration. Ine Zong Usdi
Jengitive Sraa Command Post wae cohlactsd ane reguesied thad monahips and flarestulps
onceontrate on the zast. S0 wau wot in direct esntect with tie gunships bHecatiae
<he helicopter llaison officer wams woundea at Bunker Hill #10 when he proceedad to
the bunkar wiih the Security Operations Officer.

Alzost fmhadiataly upon reaching Bunker Hill #10 the Opsration Oificer reporisd
secelving direct hits firom RPG2 &« RPGT ruckets fired from directly across tha road,
Jubsequent investigatisn showed that Bunker Hill #10 received five (5) direct hits
and about 10 to 15 indirsct rocket hite. Motars, fired from the village also fell

Revised: 30/04/2017 VIETNAM SECURITY POLICE ASSOCIATION, INC. (USAF) Page 53 of 83



LTC KENTON DOYLE MILLER
BATTLE OF BIEN HOA 3rd Security Police Squadron TET 31 JAN 1968
BUNKER HILL-10 Squadron Commander BIEN HOA AIR BASE

Revised: 30/04/2017 VIETNAM SECURITY POLICE ASSOCIATION, INC. (USAF) Page 54 of 83



LTC KENTON DOYLE MILLER
BATTLE OF BIEN HOA 3rd Security Police Squadron TET 31 JAN 1968
BUNKER HILL-10 Squadron Commander BIEN HOA AIR BASE

iventually, some VG infiltrated as far west as the angine test stand (73],

An assult was launched Trom Bunber 111 #2 to retake tns test atand bubt as soom
as it was retaken ths gun ships strafed it and forced 2 withdrawal o Bunier
11 #9.

About 0530 hours ihe regional forces sent & platoon on base o relesve their
two oulpost positions. (F10), The Tperations Sergeant was dispatched to Sirecd
them but they could rot proceed past Bunkaer H1il "1D where they halited and formed
a defansive circle,

As dawn broks the Flight Offiecsr formed & team uf 75 security policemen arnd
magnentess to swesp from the ozst taxl-way (F11) east to the perimeter fence,

A 0BF was dispatched to the north easi corner, formed 4 line and prepared 1o gwesp
south, Jeniry dogs were usad irn the inditial part of the swesp from wesst to sasti,

At dawn orgamized resisiancs was broken except for thrse areas. They were,
the test stand, ths dearmin: pad (F12) and 2 reinforced gquad locatsd in *hs
rislda (#1231,

The itest stand was viriually 3 foriress ag il wss rovetsd amd bad jst -ngines
and related sguipment around which the 7C cowld position themsslves. A4 security
police of ficer and sergeant lad an assult and in: best sband wes swoept elear of
the spewy in an oxchange of hand grenades. he augmentes was diled on the jast
Bhande

The dearming pad was next, = spall shack and a persornel bunksr gave the Y0
goed cover, At lseast one VL with a rocket launchar could ba ssen on the pad. The
Yietnamsse Seenrity Police were requesisd 5 demolish tna shack with their 57 %
racalllegs rocket launchar zfter choppers had siralfed the atea, Sketchy contact
was maintained between CEU andl 2 heliconter via the contrel tower. 4s ihe
VO fled from the dearming pad thay wers shot. 2 lond spsaker announcment Lo surs
rendsr before firing the 57 37 wert unnsedsd,

The aweep started and many ¥ were sither capbursd or killed. The ¥C in groups
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of two to six veactad diffaranily. Some ginod and fired, others ran, sany
attempted to hida, soms of the woundsd attempted te {hrow grenades as the security
police approached, and one compltted pulelde oathsr than surrender. Daveral re-
luetaptly surrendarsd. A fow moitar and roczel reunds wsre firsd in a f.erls attemps
to cover the VC withdrawal, Ths sweep lasted fowr hourse. For two days lsolabed
VO were s$il1l being hunted angd capiurad,

4 total of 139 bodies wers rocovered bstueen the perimeter fence and tha doe
arming dest pod cell ares., Twenty-five (28 prisoners were caniured.

Cauuslties suifered by the securlty forcas, 2 dead anmi ten wounded,
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Problem: Security of Air Force Installations.

Cause: When I left Vietnam the reaspomsibility of defending jointly
occupied VNAF-USAF air bases was divided. At my base, Bien Hoa,

four different services had some degree of responsibility. They
were the RVAN, U,S, Army QC's (VNAF Security Police), and USAF
Security Police, When the chips were down, and the base was attack
by an enemy regiment, with one battalion gaining access onto the
base, the only ground force which engaged the ememy for the first
four hours was the USAF Security Police, The security police were
supported by gunships of a US Army Aviation Batallion which were
tenants on the base and therefore had a direct interest in insuring
the base was not over-run, Without the gunships it 1s doubtful if
the security police could have stopped the ememy from overrumning the
base. At daylight, US Army ground forces engaged the remainder of
the enemy regiment which had not penetrated the base and successfully
kept the remainder of the enemy off the base.

Action Taken: Many hours of liaiscon among the various non USAF units
were conducted by myself and members of the security police squadron,
The purpose of the liaison was to impress upon the Army their
responsibility to defend the air base. The RVAN and US Army units
had other missions besides Air Base Security which accounted for

no US Army combat elements being present when the attack finally
came, The truth of the matter is that most US Army commanders
disliked guarding air bases and would rather have been out in the
jungle chasing the VC, In the case of the RVAN units, they were
not regular army units (they were Regional Ferces batallions) and
were in a poor state of training, morale and equipment. The crust
of the matter boils down that there is no cne commander in charge
of on or off base defense; I'm sure you will find the above state=-
ment difficult to believe, but it is true.

Effectiveness: The 'Liaison' action taken did not prove effective,
Bien Hoa was fortunate that the security police took the position
that, "The security police were soley responsible for defending
Bien Hoa and any aid received from other units would be appreciated,
but not expected." If the security police had depended upon other
units, as they were suspose to do, it is certain the aircraft

would have been destroyed. As it was no aircraft were damaged

by the ground attack although some enemy elements penetrated to
within 250 yards of the aircraft.
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Problem: Manning of Security Police.

Cause: When I left Vietnam security policemen were allocated te

a great degree on the size of the base and the amount of terrain
within the base perimefer. At the newer bases the base perimeter
was extended way beyond the aircraft parking area or other Category
1 restricted areas., This extension made the bases much larger than
the older bases which were left by the French. In most cases the
perimeter of the older bases was adjacent to aircraft parking areas.
In many cases the perimeter could or would not be extended because
towns had built-up or the Vietnamese had established homes near

and on the perimeter., The situation became more aggravated when
the USAF wmoved into these old bases and could find ne place to
build new facilities except just inside the perimeter. At my

base the bomb dump extended to within fifty yards of the perimeter
and the sircraft parking area to within 100 yards. In my opinion
manning of the security forces should take into consideration the
maneuvering room available by the defense force. Since most ground
attacks are not detected until the enemy is on or over the perimeter
wire, a base whose perimeter is a long way from the restricted areas
should not be manned heavier scley because they have more terrain,
than a base whose perimeter is adjacent to restricted areas, A
base with no area between the perimeter and restricted areas must
fight from where they stand when the enemy 1s detected. To £all
back, or allot time to rush security forces toc the enemy detected
area is iaviting a loss of the category 1 equipment, Those bases
whe have restricted areas close to the perimeter must have enough
security force personnel in place at the time of the attack to

stop the enemy. The lack ef security force maneuverzbility not

the amount of terrain owned by the base should be taken into con=
sideraticon on unit manning documents.

AFSC__ 811X0
Problem: Personnel safety during rocket attacks,

Caugses Two story barracks, During rocket ormmortar attack personnel
1iving on the top fleoor of dormitories are more prone to become
a casualty than persounel living on the bottom £loor.

Action Taken: Shift workers who worked at night .were placed in the
top story in hopes they would not be in the barracks, OCffices
were placed on top £lecors but in most cases the top floors were
still occupied with airmen who slept there, Also, several staff
studies were written recommending no more twoc stgry dormitories
be built, When I lefi Vietnam twe story dormitories were still
being comstructed which will result in more casualties.
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Problem: Too much ¢lose-in protectien and not enocugh perimeter
protection.

Cause: PACAT and 7th A,F, requirements place too much emphasis on
security forces being deployed on the immediate perimeter of
aircraft parking areas and other westricted areas, Very little
emphasis is placed on security forces being positioned om the base
pevimeter, Perhaps the theory was that forees other than USAF were
primarily repponsible for perimeter security and USAF security
forces were primarily responsible for guarding agailnst sabotage.

I know of mo case in Vietnam where aircraft or cother category 1
items were destroyed by overt mesns, 1In every case covert means
waere used whereby the enemy came over or through the perimeter
fence, Also, with the enemies extensive use cf RPG rockets, which
have a range of 150 or more yards they do not have to get next

to thelr target and destroy it with sabotage devices. I believe
much more emphasis must be placed om the perimeter defemse, or at
least perimeter detecticn,

Action Taken: At ocur base we tock pergsomnel from close-in protection
and placed them on the perimeter, and were successrul in detecting
and steopping all enemy attacks except rocket and mortars.

Problem: The USAF depends too much upon non USAF forces to defend
its bases,

Cause: In my opinicn the USAF must have in place on all of its air
bases a unit capable of defending the base. This unit should be
completely under USAF command., The unit must have an intelligence
capability., The intelligence capability should be ground oriented
net air oriented as cur wing intelligence centers are, The ine
telligence capability should include air and ground units as well
ag a small overt intelligence gathering unit te replace the OSI,
A1l ground Intellipgence gathering wunits should be under the direct
cormand of the base defense commander. Much more sophisticated
detection equipment should be assigned, Larger crew served weapons
are a must. (At our base the gecurity police had nothing larger
than light machine guns and when the enemy became entrenched in
bunkers they had cverrun, recoilless rifles had to be borrowed from
the Vietnamese), A flare capability and especially helicopter
gunship and helicopter firefly capability, permanently assigned

to the base defense commander, must be included, At the present
time all aireraft which include f£lare ships and US Army helicopter
fireflys and gunships are under the contrcl of the DASC., If the
DASC determines the available aircraft are needed elsewhere the
base defense commander has no air support.

Action Taken: At our base a US Army helicopter batallion was in
place as a tenant unit, They had a vested interest in protecting
the base and agreed to 2lace gunships at the disposal of the base
defense commander. A liaison officer from the batallion was
assigned to Central Security Control to ilnmsure support. Light
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ahti-tank weapons and on occasions armored persomnel carriers
were 'borrowed' from enighboring Army units.

Effectiveness: At cur base the procedures outlined above were
effective, but complete dependence was placed on the personalities
of the base defense personnel and their abilities to convince army
commanders cf the gravity of the situation.

Problem: Lack cof efficiency of Vietnamese security force personnel.

Cause: I was most fortunate in having an outstanding Vietnamese
counterpart. He and his NCOIC (a Chief Master Sgt) were aggressive,
anti-VC, and very pro American. They were open to suggestions and
tried very hard to provide a sound defense posture, The primary
problem was that they had little or no training and their persomnel
lacked sufficient leadership. The Vietnamese Air Force security
force did not lack wvalor but in several instances undue casualties
were taken and the enemy slipped away because leadership and
training was lacking. The Vietnamese should be intergrated into
the USAF security force. A "joint" force, is not the solution as
this will place the Vietnamese in command as they "own" the base.

Action Taken: Liaison officers and NCOs were placed in the VNAF
central security control. VNAF security police were invited to
patrol with USAF security police. A close social and working
repore was established between security police - VNAF security
force officers and NCOs, and the USAF security police squadron
adopted the VNAF security police squadron as its civic action
project.

Effectiveness: As a result of the above program the VNAF did not
hinder security, nor did they add much to the security posture.
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Problem: Lack of accurate ememy intelligence.

Cause: During the night of the attack the enemy regiment dressed

in NVA uniforms walked nine hours to reach the base. They walked
past a 50,000 man US Army Camp (Long Bien Post), ARVN Ranger
permanent installation, III Corp ARVN HQ, 10lst US Division base
camp, staged in a village 200 yards off base, proceaeded by two
ARVN ambush sites, past two ARVN outposts on the base perimeter,
over two base perimeter fences, through a mine field and remained
undetected until observed by a USAF Security Police K-9 team, I
fail to understand how such a large enemy force could get close

to the base much less get on base without being reported by in=-

telligence units,

Action Taken: Many manhours are expended by the security police
coordinating with the various free world forces within an 8 mile
radius of the base., The purpose of these liaison visits are to
encourage these free world units to pass~on intelligence infore
mation, especially intelligence of an impending attack on the base.
In most instances air bases bacause of their size, strategic
importance and immobility are the prime enemy targets in the area,
Normal intelligence channels could not be relied upon and person
to person contacts among the various base security officers was
the next best system., Air Force bases were prohibited from
sending reconnaigsance teams off base., Perhaps this area could

be explored so that A.F, bases could be assigned the responsibility
of a reconnaissance team, The present system of the OSI being
assigned the responsibility of off base intelligence is completely
unsatisfactory.

Effectiveness: None of the above was effective as the enemy was
not discovered until he was on base.

AFSC_B1XO _
Problem: Lack of base experiemnce at A,F, level,

Cause: During my tour in 7th A,F, only one officer assigned to the
IGS office at 7th A, F, Hq had any appreciable duty time at a 7th
A.F, Base, This officer was a Lt, Many times officers at base
level felt the staff officers had no feel for the various problems
on the base. I believe this was more than just the normal base
level feeling that, "Hgs doesn't understand the problem." The
type of warfare experienced by the security police is new to the
career field, Complete base defense responsibility, not in theory
but in actuality, was never envisioned, but is a reality, and
officers who have base level experience should be assigned to 7th

A.F, staff jobs.

Action: I know of no action taken other than suggestions by specific
officers assigned at base level, I recommend many of the staff
positions be manned from security police officers who have com=
pleted at least half their tour at a SEA base.
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Problem: Not familiar enough with assigned weapons.

Cause: Not enough weapons firing. Not trained on a number of the

weapons they will be armed with in SEA,

Action Taken: Many hours of range firing must be conducted after

the security policemen arrvives at his SEA base.

Effectiveness: Gooed, except in some cases not enough ammunition

was on hand to conduct sufficlent training,
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The following are copies of the 3rd TFW Daily Bulletents. Copies of articles sent to me by squadron
members from the USAF Airmen Magazine, Pacific Stars and Stripes, 7th Air Force Newspaper and other
articles.
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ADDED OFFICIAL

NORMAL OPERATIONS RESUME AT BIEN HOA: Bien Hoa Air Base returned to security
condition gray and normal operations on Saturday, 3 February 1968. The area
of the base itself has been secured by the men and augmentees of the 3rd
Security Police Squadron, Around the perimeter of the base, strong Army
forces have routed the enemy. All units on the base are to resume normal
operations,

SUMMARY OF THE ATTACK: The first rocket round fell on Bien Hoa at 0300
hours, 31 January 1968. The bombardment lasted for about ten minutes.,
At the same time enemy sapper teams attempted to penetrate the base at the
east end of the runway. They were stopped by Security Policemen and augmen-
tees at the east end of the runway in the arm/dearm area and the jet engine
test cell. These forces were pinned down until dawn by the Security Police,
the QC, and Army helicopters from the 1L45th Aviation Batallion, The VC were
routed from the area by mid-day of the 3lst. Air strikes from the 3rd Wing
pounded a village to the east of the base that afterncon, blocking the re-
treat of the enemy., Several sweeps of the east end of the base were made
by Security Police forces. To date 65 enemy dead have been found on the
base and 2 prisoners have been captured. At no time did enemy forces pen-
etrate either the east or west contonment areas, Total enemy killed in the
ien Hoa - Long Binh area is over 800.

WING COMMANDER PRAISES BIEN HOA PERSONNEL: It is with great pride that I

can say to you today "well done" for your performance during the rocket and
mortar attack on our Air Base, Every member of the 3rd Tactical Fighter Wing
and all the other units assigned to this base was magnificient in his reaction
to the crisis. There were too many "heroes™ the night of the attack to name
them individually. But, if any group deserves special praise it is the men
who defended this base; the members of the 3rd Security Police Squadron; the
augmentees,; the QC, and the crews of 145th Aviation Batallion. We all owe
these men a vote of thanks and our deepest sympathy for their losses. Now
that the enemy threat has diminished we have a job to do, We must return

to normal. I ¥mow we have been through a lot, but I.also know we can reach
down a little further and bring Bien Hoa Air Base back to fighting trim and
normal conditions in a minimum of time, So, let’s clean-up, pick-up, and
spruce=up, and show our class as the best Wing and Base in 7th Air Force.
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LTC KENTON DOYLE MILLER
TET 31 JAN 1968

BATTLE OF BIEN HOA 3rd Security Police Squadron
BUNKER HILL-10 Squadron Commander BIEN HOA AIR BASE
FROM: 3SPS 9 February 1968

SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation
TO: The Thundering Third and Augmentees

1. You defeated the enemy’'s largest ground attack ever against a USAF
base. You took more prisoners and killed more enemy than any Security

Police Squadron ever has.

2. The issue was never in doubt and I know you stand ready and wait-
ing to do it again.

KENTON D. MILIER, Lt Colonel, USAF
7AF (C) Itr, 2 Feb 1968.

Commander p
2. 3TFW ﬂ Ltr, 7 Feb 1968.
3. 3CSC (C) 1tr, 9 Feb 1968.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS 30 TACTICAL FIGHTER WING (PACA#)
APC SAN FRANCIECD R3227
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1t 18 & pleasure Tor me to add ny congredalations aand musrscianion
te trhase of Generels Westmoreland and Wonyer, The sd Jecarity
Police Squeadron has ithe sincere gratitude of every resiaent of Lisan
Hoa Aiv Base.

EZ0RGLY . KC.LAUG;EL:?‘"_ , Colonel, UBAF 1 Atch
Commander Lvr TA? {C), 21 Mar &6
w/l etch

Copy to: DXI
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MO, VIZTYAS

UNITED STATES MILITARYAS
TEEITE O

SEIEET  Commendation

The Commander
Seventh Air Forze
APG 9530

1. The recent Communist Tet OWfensive posea 2 significant chei-
lenge to the resnonsivensess and effectivensss of all our 7orcas in Viet-
nams. The men of the 3rd Security Pelice Squadron accepted this zhal-
jenge ang helpad to frustirate the enemy’'s intentions, Thelr defense of
Bien Hga Air Base and eventual defeat of the atlacking enemy force has
refizcted the highest traditions of the Air Force. The men of tais unit
cen take pride in the contributions they have made to tha allied effaris
in Southeast Asia.

2. Please convey my congratulations to the men of the 3rd Securm iy
Pclice Squadron for a job well dona.

General, Umited States Arm
Cosmanding
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DEPARTMERNT OF TRE AlR FOFE:}Z‘.E
HEADGUARTERS 30 COMBAT SUPPORY G30UP (PACAF,
APD BAN FRANCIECD 26227

e e
28 HAR BSs

FReL 2 YO
ATTH 2¥: &
e

WAECT:  Letter nf Commendetion

o BSP

1. FEack man at Bien Hoz Air Bas= is eware that he cwez a dsoi,

which can never pe repaid, for the herecic sction performed Ty tas

men o the 3rd Security Poliece Egquadron during the Tet Offessive.
Fach men is not only grateful fer this action but Tor the outstanding
daily performence of the Security Police Squadron. It is reassuring
to know that we are protected by such dedicated men.

2. Plaase add my most sincere appreciation to that alrsady expressed
in the attached letters =nd convey my congratulations to =ach man in
your Squadron.

2t Mo

LEE MCCLENDON, Colonel, USAF 1 Atch
Commander Ltr, 3TFW (C), 28 Mar 68
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GROUND DEFENSE LESSONS LEARNED

30 October 1968

1. During initial (the most crucial) periods of ground attack the
USAF must be able to defend its own bases. The Army cannot and will
not provide 360° protection from ground attack on a sustained basis.
The Army believes its job is to seek and destroy the ememy in the
field and will not consistently keep a force around an air base

Just for the purpose of defending the air base,

2. Alr Force ground defense forces must be prepared to defend air
bases as far out as the '"mortar belt'. They must maintain the
capability to detect and destroy enemy mortar and like heavy weapons
crews from firing on alr bases,

3. Equipment; Alr base ground defense forces must be provided with:

a. Heavy weapons capable of counter firing on mortar and
recoilless rifles,

b. Armored transportation,
c. Defoilage equipment.
d, Tree and terrain leveling equipment.

e. Sophisicated detecting equipment such as is being developed
by Colonel Duff.

4, Training for all security police must include:

a. Basic infantry tactics to include scouting, patrolling,
ambush tactics and especially methods of requesting air and artillery
strikes.

b. Civic action responsibilities of the individual airmen.
c. Intense weapons training,

5. Safe Side:

a, There is great resentment among many if not most field
grade security police officers that Safe Side is not needed, These
officers use aa thelr reasoning the success of the regular security
police units in Vietnam., These officers are regentful that Safe Side
unite are 1007 manned while the regular ZI security police units are
greatly under-manned. They have not been sold on the reason for
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Safe Side and speak against Safe Side. A selling program is needed
within the career field. The program received a set-back when Safe
Side units were dispatched to Vietnam and dispersed among the regular
security police squadrons, Members of these dispersed Safe Side

units were disenchanted when they did not get a chance to go out in
the jungle and fight the enemy as they were promised in their training
but were given the same mission as the regular security police.
Parhaps a look into the orientation training of Safe Side units is

in order.

b. Paragraph 3a, of AFR 206-1, Combat Security Police (Safe
Side 1), dated 11 Oct 68, will haunt us in future bagse defense
operations. This paragraph directs that deploying Safe Side units
will report directly to the base commander, By performing directly
for the base commander the Safe Side unit will by-pass the Base
Chief of Security Police and will leave the base commander with two
base defense forces and two base defense force commanders. If the
in-place security police commander is a good officer he will already
have a defense plan in which he would like to give the Safe Side
unit a part. In addition, the in-place security police will be
familiar with the situation, terrain, enemy, plus all the other
aspects of local defense and may have already participated in one
or more base defense battles at the gcene. I do not helieve the
regulation should be specific as to who the Safe Side unit will be
responsible to, but leave the decision to the base commander so he
can choose the best commander to command the cembined base defense
force.

6. Security Foliece 0fficers:

a. It is my understanding that six of the seven Colonels assigned
to the Security Police Directoriant had little or no experience
in the security police field, WNeot only do career security police
officers resent this, but it is doubtful if these officers have a
feel for security police problems especially at squadron level, New
blood is essential and I heartily recommend assigning some senior
officers from the operations area, but I believe assigning the
majority of senior officers in the Directoriant from other career
fields is detrimental to the career field,

b. Some program must be i{nstigated to vecrult aand keep highly
qualified officers in the security police fielrd. The caliber of many
of our officers 1s sub=-par. Not one secutity police Captain in the
primary promotion zone inm SAC was promoted in the last promotion
cycle. The operations officer of my squadron in Vietnam who I
relieved of duty for inability {3 back in the career field and is
presently serving as a Base, Chief of Security Police in one of our
tactical commands, Many of our excellent young security police
officers are transfarring to other career fields or leaving the
service, Thelr reasons for leaving are varied hut many quote the
circumstances in paragraph 6a above as a large contributing factor.

Revised: 30/04/2017 VIETNAM SECURITY POLICE ASSOCIATION, INC. (USAF) Page 80 of 83



LTC KENTON DOYLE MILLER
BATTLE OF BIEN HOA 3rd Security Police Squadron TET 31 JAN 1968
BUNKER HILL-10 Squadron Commander BIEN HOA AIR BASE

7. Ground Intelligence Capability. The base defense conmander must
have a ground intelligence capability. My experience in Vietnam
taught me that neigher the OSI or the Wing Air Intelligence were
capable of providing sufficient ground intelligence information.

8. Alir Support: The ground defense commander must be provided
tactical air support as needed. My experiences were such that air
operations officers looked down their noses when tactical air support
waa requested by an Air Force ground-pounder. However, auy infantry
assistant squad leader could request air support and receive 1it,

The Air Force ground defense commander finds himself as an outcast.
The Army doesn't think he knows anything about ground fighting and
the Air Force doesn't think he knows anything about the use of air
power. I am not suggesting the ground defense commander have aircraft
agseigned to him but am suggesting a propaganda campaign to induce
commanders of air bases and wings to accept the ground defense
comnander as an expert in his fileld.

KENTON D. MILLER
Lt Colonel, USAF
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The Good & The Bad & The Ugly

The Bad. The USAF provided us with no base defense training. Several of us had served in the infantry
and the NCO’s and Officers provided training as much as they could. We were not provided any crew-served
weapons and had no way to counter the mortar rocket attacks. Some of our better NCO scroungers did manage
to “barter”, from the US Army, a few grenade launchers and a LAW (shoulder fired anti-tank weapon) and other
odds and ends. We had no armoured vehicles nor even armoured vests.

The Army had “snookered” our AF generals that the Army would secure the area outside the base. As
we had a ten mile perimeter the Army could not afford enough personnel to do so. Our complaints that no Army
was out there fell on deaf ears. Except for placing us on Red Alert during TET the small amount of intelligence
we recieved was very unreliable.

[ understood the AF OSI (Office of Special Investigation) was suppose to provide us with intelligence,
but we received none. We only had contact with the OSI once. They convinced the Wing Commander there was
a drug problem and we were directed to conduct a night raid on a barracks the OSI was positive contained
narcotics. We uncovered one plastic bag that had less than two ounces of manjuana. In reality during this time
in Viet Nam there was no drug problem, at least not on our base.

The “Rules of Engagement”, (when to shoot and not to shoot), as passed down from 7th A F. were not
acceptable to us. Basically the rule was to shoot in self defense or to stop the enemy entering the base. We had
two tall chain’link fences surrounding the perimeter with a mine field in between the fences. We had no plot for
the mine field as mines had been laid by the French, Vietnamise and U.S. When the enemy penetrated the base
during the TET offensive they did not set off a single mine. When the directive came down to not shoot at
anyone carrying a lantern at night outside the fenceline, we did not disobey the order we only circumnavigated
it. Conducting a “Mad Minute”, (lining men along the perimeter and firing their weapons into the jungle for
about a minute), was a no-no. When 7th AF. investigators came to the base to look into a complaint from a
“Pappa-Son”, that we had killed is favorite water buffalo or shots came through his thatched roof, the investiga-
tive team always seemed to arrive the night of a fire fight on the perimeter. We would rush the team to the scene,
and not being use to such gun fire. the team would return to their headquarters and report our firing into the
outer perimeter was necessary to repulse sapper teams. In our eyes we thought our “Mad Minutes” let the enemy
know we were on our toes and it was safer to stay away.

Our bas police section not only performed normal low enforcement duties but other functions as well.
They guarded the officers living areas as the F-100’s were of no use without the pilots. Hundreds of Vietnamise
workers were employed on the base and hundreds of others labored building runways under the supervision of
U.S. civilian contractors.

One job not found at stateside bases the Base Police encountered was “policing” the two night clubs and
several bars located on the base. These were owned by UNAF officers and local businessmen. Every night
several bus loads of “B-Girls™ would be brought on base and supplied to the “drinking” establishments for the
GI’s to talk and dance and buy the “ladies™ siggon tea. These places became so unruley that a sentry K-9 and
handler had to be taken off the perimeter to patrol and maintain order. Nothing quiets a bar like a vicious police
dog.

Earlier in this journal I wrote we were supplied with an abundance of ammo. It was not until 25 years
later that I found out the reason we had so much ammo to practice firing with was that NCO’s took a 6x6 truck
to the ammo dump in Siagon and “moon-light requestioned” truck loads. There is nothing that can supply a unit
with items it needs better than a NCO scrounger.

Many of our troops used their off-duty time to provide security to our Wing medical unit when they went
into nearby villages and to a nearby leper colony to provide medical treatment for the Vietnamise civilian

population.
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The section within the squadron that faced the most danger night after night was the sentry dog section.
They patrolled the edge of the perimeter. Needless to say the handlers became closer to their dog than many of
their own family. We had more handlers stay for an additional tour than in any other section. Several dogs were
killed when it became necessary for the handler to release his dog on the enemy. All VIP visitors were taken on
a tour of the kennel area and the handlers put their dogs through their paces for the VIP’s. Each VIP perfor-
mance ended with a handler bringing his dog in front of the VIP’s and saying to his dog, “What do you think of

Officers?”. The dog would raise his leg and pee.

Discaimer: At my age especially after 30 years my memory is lacking. I apologize or missed dates, times, name
and places.

In Retrospect

Looking back on my tour in V.N. it was a time of great comradeship, excitement, attention to duty and
everyone pulling together to insure the mission was successful.

There were many high and low times. It was a great hurt to all personnel when a squadron comrade lost
his life, but we all carried on to protect the resouces and personnel in our charge. The morale of all squadron
members was outstanding. Discipline was of the highest order and I do not recall even an article 15 being

administered,
The leadership of the Junior Officers and NCO's was of the highest caliber and bravery of the airmen in

the face of the enemy was outstanding.
Out numbered and out gunned was just one additional obstacle to be overcome.

The 3rd Security Police Squadron received the A.F. Outstanding Unit Award with V (valor); an award
that all squadron members richly deserved and eamed.
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