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To: DPoss
Subject: RE: FYI RE: VSPA Member James Closson, LOD, who drowned a Da Nang AB, China Beach
Date: Saturday, December 7, 2024 9:17:46 PM

https://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/9527/JAMES-S-CLOSSON/

POSTED ON 11.28.2016 POSTED
BY: Gerald M. Carey

Re: James Closson

| was a marine stationed at Marble Mountain air base in Vietnam in 1969. i believe the recovery record for James is incorrect. | was
walking on the beach toward our NCO club at Marble Mountain when | saw what | thought was a guy sunbathing on the beach. | later
observed from inside the club that this person had not moved since | last saw him. | approached him and it was obvious he was
deceased. | notified our medical unit and they recovered the body. | was later told it was a service member that had drowned a couple
of days earlier at China Beach. The official version is that the Navy recovered him ten days later. | could not find a record of anyone
else drowning at China Beach during that period, so | believe it must have been James. | did not know him in life, but I've thought of
him often over the years and I'm so sorry for the loss endured by his family. | hope this does not bring up any bad memories, but | felt |
needed to correct the record.
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deceased. | notified our medical unit and they recovered the body. | was later told it was a service member that had drowned a couple
of days earlier at China Beach. The official version is that the Navy recovered him ten days later. | could not find a record of anyone
else drowning at China Beach during that period, so | believe it must have been James. | did not know him in life, but I've thought of
him often over the years and I'm so sorry for the loss endured by his family. | hope this does not bring up any bad memories, but | felt |
needed to correct the record.
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City Serviceman

Drowns in Viet

James Cloason, 21, son of Mr
and Mra. Richard Closson, 10
Lincoln Awve., drowned in Lhe
China Sea according lo word
received by his parents Sunday

The serviceman, who weni (o
Yietnam on Aug. 12 and was
stationed at Da Nang, had some
free time and was swimming
with several other men

It was apparent that he was in

employed inthe mail room of The

Baralogian and in the sundries

deparimenl al the Central
Market. He joined the Air Force a
yvear and a hall ago.

In additioii te his parents,
survivors include two brothers,
John and Nicholas Closson; two
sisterg, Mrs. James (Dawn)
Lant, "and Miss Nancy Closson,
all ol Saratoga Springs, his
maternal grandfather, John

difficulty, and his comrades

ikiad if ke 1 help. He Plue, Glens Falls; s paternal

st grandparents, Mr. and Mrs.
repiied, "'No,” but soon af- Aphur Closson, Saratoga
lerwang he disappeared Springs; two aunts, Mrs. Sally

The body has nol been Zeno, Fori Edward, and Mrs
recovered. Bucky LaPuointe, South Glens

The serviceman was graduated Falls, two uncles, Raymond
from the Saratoga Sprii@s High Closson, Glens Falls, and Donald
School i June, 1966, and before  Closson, Saraloga Springs, and 14
entering the service he was Ccousins

JAMES CLOSSON

POSTED ON 11.20.2016
POSTED BY: wkillian@smjuhsd.org

Ground Casualty

A1C James S. Closson was a security policeman serving with the 366th Security Police Squadron. On January 12, 1969, A1C Closson
was recreational swimming at China Beach in Quang Nam Province, RVN, while his unit was having a cookout when he was caught in
the undertow. He drowned in the incident. His body was recovered. [Taken from coffeltdatabase.org and vwmf.org]

Article

POSTED ON 11.17.2005
BY: John E. Lewis, SSgt, USAF, 68-69
TOPSGTUSA@aol.com

Aterrible day at China Beach

I was a member of the 366 SPS who was at China Beach that day for a Squadron cookout. We never dreamed that we would lose a
man to an undertow while swimming.

All thes rs later | can still hear the guys yellin
men as we left the beach going back to the base.

out a missing man. We searched for hours. We wer moraliz unch of

Article
POSTED ON 1.24.2005
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BY: AIC Mike Manley

| was there that day at China Beach

We had our 1st cookout that day on China Beach. Jimmy was his usual self...a big smile and talking to everyone. | last saw Jimmy as |
was coming out of the water and he was going in with others from our 366th SPS. He is missed by all of us and someday we'll be at
guardmount together again.

POSTED ON 8.29.2002

Uncle | never met

Uncle "Jimmy", Although | never met you, | feel | know you. You died on my birthday, 7 years prior to my birth. | do the same thing you
did while in the military and also look a little like you. You are my inspiration, Thank you.

POSTED ON 6.30.2002
My big brother
Jimmy was always my hero. 5 years older than | and 500 feet taller. | still love you and | miss you. Nancy





