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 There you were, in a foreign land on Christmas…… 

 
Alone, cold, lonely…..and yet it was required that you 

stay alert,, for the enemy was always there, somewhere. 
 
Be assured that your loved ones thought of you on that 
Christmas Eve, just as you no doubt, thought of them. 
 
They would have rejoiced in your presence if only you 
could have come home to them. But you had your duty, 
and you did your duty, despite the hardships. 
 
Years have passed, and you are no longer huddled in a 
rice paddy or standing guard  in a tower. Yet, sometimes 
in the stillness of the night, memories flood your mind. 
May God bless you for your loyalty and dedication and 
your willingness to suffer so we might continue to have 
our freedoms. To this day, I honor you and respect you 
for your service. 
 
May this Christmas hold peace and joy for you, and the 
knowledge that you served honorably. You are my true 
brother and you have touched my life. 
 
My best, 
 
Erlyce 
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