
Ban Me Thuot Air Field and Camp Coryell: Rocket Attack Recordings (MP3), by Ken deRussy. 1969-1970.

Ban Me Thuot Air Field, Camp Coryell
ROCKET ATTACK RECORDINGS!

"If your pucker-factor isn't puckering... you weren't there!" 
1969-1970

© 2005 by Ken de Russy
TUY, 31st SPS; BMT, 31st SPS, TDY DET-9, 619th TCS/SP

Photo: Ken de Russy in SP Tower.

Thank you so much for keeping me included in the 
goings on. I am attaching both "MP3" files of an 
RPG that almost got me, up at Ban Me Thuot. I 
routinely had my Sony cassette recorder with me 
and had it at the ready when we first heard 82MM 
mortar rounds leaving the tubes. I started the 
recorder and after the first half dozen rounds had 
impacted and about three minutes into the attack I 
saw the flash of the RPG leaving the launcher

from about 100 meters away and just outside the fence line. My eyes focused on that round as it 
seemed to come straight at my position in the highest tower at Camp Coryell. (Photo: self portrait 
was taken in that tower.)

The shooter's elevation was perfect but maybe he didn't compensate for the slight crosswind. It 
passed us at eye level about 30 feet away and continued another 100 meters or so and impacted 
harmlessly in the dirt. The recording is amazing not only because you can hear the rocket motor 
for its entire flight but you can even hear it leave the launcher. I wonder if the guy that fired it 
made it through the war to experience a good life as I have. I hope so.

I have never been willing to share the entire audio recording. I'm not sure why or why I am now 
sharing this tiny bit with you (if someone wants a copy, refer them to my above email).

When the current terrorist war broke out I was happy even somewhat optimistic to see that the 
troops nowadays have far superior equipment, tactics and training as compared to the primitive 
quality of what we had. I was feeling pretty good at the start of the war that these guys were far 
better protected. Lately I just feel like crap to realize that our guys are just as vulnerable to the 
same things that nearly took my life; 82MM mortars, RPGs, AK-47s, and booby traps. So much 
for 35+ years of improvements!

Good luck and give my best to my brothers!

Ken de Russy
31 SPS Tuy Hòa Air Base Jun 1969 - Jun 1970
TDY Det-9, 619th TCS/SP,Camp Coryell, Ban Me Thuot

• Ban Me Thuot - RPG Short, 1969 - Camp Coryrell (04 seconds)

• Ban Me Thuot - RPG Grenade, 1969 - Camp Coryrell (15 seconds)

• Ban Me Thuot - Incoming, 16 Nov 1969 (04 min. 15 seconds)

• Ban Me Thuot - VC Attack, Camp Coryell, 10 Nov 1969 (11.46 MB, 12 
min. 20 seconds)

mailto:weflyuniv@aol.com
http://www.vspa.com/bmt-derussy-rpg-short-1969.mp3
http://www.vspa.com/bmt-derussy-rpg-grenade-1969.mp3
http://www.vspa.com/bmt-derussy-incoming-16-nov1969.mp3
http://www.vspa.com/bmt-derussy-vc-attack-camp-coryell-10nov-1969.mp3
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