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VALOR: Hero of Bién Hoa AB

By Joha L. Faisbee, Comtribuling Ediia!

Captain Maisey
by John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor

Hero of Bien Hoa

Bien Hoawas a key to the
enemy'’s ¢aplute of Saigon. It
had to be held at all cosls.

Fopus 160 Othgpis Znd EiRen
wng ware awarged the Ait Force
Cross ih souihgast Ay only lwo cl
the olficors wiore nol Jcraw mom
bers..Both wara secunty polhice sllie
ers—Copt Reqnaid V. Maissy, Jdr ,
and Capt. Ganh A. Wrighl. Both worg
decoraied for axirdorcinary valor Jui-
ing Nenh Vieinam's Tol Qlentive of
Japuary- 1968, This i3 1ha tory o
GCaplaln Kaisey’'s horgic oadarchlp
@l man assigned to the 3d Securily
Palica Squadon 0t Bign Hoa AB near
Salgon.. .
QOtdar 1oadars and siudents of the

Vistham War will remember e Tel

CHfqrisive a8 a crifcal Lrning point
in demaste support ol our military
commitmeni In southenst Asia, The
media porivayed Tel x5 a deteat fo1
Amdrican lorces, which, in (heir viow,
Irad little chance of saving South Viel-
riam al.an docepiabie cosl .

In feslity, Ted was a smashing du-
Jeal tor Moan Yielnam, which had e
semblad an egtimateds E4.000 ol
own and . Viel Cong toops fod an ns-
sault an majee ellios and military
bates throughoul South Vietnam. All
‘ol thair stikes waeto furned Dack within
2 tow days. with Ing gacoption o the
ity of Mus, pans of which ware lakan
and helg by Itte enemy umil March
Mota han half of the invading lorce
is téligved 10 have been kiilod and
manymate wounded.

A majar ebjective o tha offensive
was o capture Saigon, Somh Viet-
nam's capilat. The Nonh counled an
supporl By the South Vipinamase
populace and reled hoavily on sur-
Frige glnge & coagsedite had beun na-
Fm inted far ihe Tl holidays, Nothor
\appanad; Amoncan commandors Jid
nol Baliove Ine Nenh would hanof
Ihe caasa-fite and hente woea on alan
whan 1ha counity-wide ctisngive be-
gan betweon 3:00 a.m. and 4:00 am
on January 31,

Kay (0 ine-capluce ol Ssigon was
sdizura of ihe hyfe US alr bases—

glan Hoa and Tan Son Nnul—a few:

g o me nom and wesd of Iho
aily. A 0360 hourd i engmy hi Blen
Foa wih bwa mlanly Batiabons and
A rondpced imbantly company. Abgut
sty poregot il the allackdds wore
Maih Viotngmose togulire, sspocially
{rinngdd Par iha oparaliGa

1 gidet te mach the Highl line,
1oy bad 16 bypass Burkar Hilt 1041
ihe Gast and of he base. Thore, o

rointoread concita Dunkir Bufll By
Ihe French when they contiotiad Inda.
china was hightty manned by 1he. 2d
Socurily Police Squadion. The altack
started with & ten-minote rpckel bom:
hatdmait af the bunkar, tollewsed by
infittration of a large numbar o) Com:
muytiigl Ifo0ps who conlinued (o bias!
tha bunkbh with rackals 2nd aulgmaic
waapons.,

Whon Ihe aflack Bagan, Captain
Maleay wak gl the wesl ond gl the
bage. He kagw thilt poiding Bunkoi
HI 10 was crstical to dofonding (ho
bogo. Maisay moved immedialely 1o
tho Canteal Securily Commang Pos!
god woluntdates 1o laad g dafonse
af iho bunker, eteupiod by » hand.
lul-al men who wora Lting (uriously

‘Intough tha gon patts ol the octago

nal'sppuelora. Quisida ware thirly (a
lariy secunly palee Nha had conn
I2 (e 3id @l thur comrages Miivey
ligh o tiwe 9eugh IhE ShEMEE
lald o Ve Bal, mugeutously. was
unhigrl

Tg otgamza jhe gelense and. Ig
somrmuricate By 1ad withale €5
mand posr. Captain Malsey had 10
loavu the relalive secuidty ol thg bun.
ker, exposing himsalt 1o anemy lirg,
This ho did marny times, His bravery
304 £hllin Guectng the delents woto
an Inspiration lo the small forco af
sacyrily police, vaslly autnumbares
by ihe ciamy and with a third of It
dglundaers woundad.

The letocious battie canlinued wiln
anomy Ifogps on (Nree sides of the
bunkor. AmOTUNilon 00T was fun-
ning lgw. S5gL Wittlam Plazza deave
Rig Wuch loxaed with. ammunitlon
thraugh & hail al fite o save (he
deftrnders Jsee “Valor. The Battle of

Bunker Hil 15" January 1205, p.

§af Socgeant Piazza was shonly 1o
tind nimsell ) cermmand of the da:
fansy

On one ab hrs sories cut of ihy
Gunkar, Caplan Maisey was hit by
enomy Tte bul gontinued his repan
16 ha command past and his dnoour.
Jgomunt ta hi< mon. Now supporied
by halicaptor gunships £rd an AC.47
“Spoony,” 1My S1 weizié in immirn
dang gl Boing gveniun,

Al Doul G410 hours, Caplain Mal.
soy agan lefl The bunket (o conloct
Ihe command pasl He was hil by &
feckas ang hilled instantiy. bul the
man ha tad led so biillianlly contia-
ved 1o conlain Ihe anaty uhlit Atmy

-eintariements adived aldewn, Many

livos and miliiang ot dotlars in alicrall
hagt been saved by holding Bunker
Hill 10 2gaing) 2 massive sxsault. For
leadarship of Iho dofanse a1 tha cosl
ol Ris-own lite, Captuin Maisey was
awgrded the Air Foreg Cross posts
humausty. "
Teday an'imposing bullding al Bat.
ling' AFE, © €. beats Ihy name o
14is gatlany man, the fest. Aanralad
A Fotca ofticnr (o be awdided \he
nation's second RIghest docoralon
tor valor. L]

AlR FORCE Magedine / Fabtomty 1583

© Vietnam Security Police Association, Inc. (USAF) 1995-2018. All Rights Reserved.

file:///C/public_vspa/HTM%20HTML%20t0%20PDF/bh-wright-valor-afmag-1968.htm[9/9/2018 5:34:29 PM]



	Local Disk
	Bien Hoa AB: 3rd SPS. Air Force Magazine article: Valor of Captain Maisey, by John L. Freesbee, Contributing Editor. Tet. 1968.


