LTC KENTON DOYLE MILLER
BATTLE OF BIEN HOA 3rd Security Police Squadron TET 31 JAN 1968
BUNKER HILL-10 Squadron Commander BIEN HOA AIR BASE

FOR OFFICIAL USE OMNLY

FROM: Captain Verna 31 August 1967
SUBJECTs EAGLE PIATOONS
TO: All Military Fighting Men of the 3rd Security Police Squadron

1. PURPOSE: To provide Bien Hoa Air Base a reaction force to be deployed
behind the enemy for harassment and interdiction following a meortar attack,

2. Concept of Operation: The 57th & 58th Regional Forces will share alert
standby duty on a rotating basis with the 3rd Security Police Squadron. A
flight of L5 men will be stationed at the 15th Aviation Battalion each
night from 2200 hours until OLOO hours. In the event a mortar attack
occurs and firing positions are identified, this force will be deployed to
preselected landing zones behind the enemy position to engage or harass
them during their retreat.

3. Training: The 173rd Airborne Brigade Jungle School will provide
training on tactics and maneuvers., The start date is tenatively scheduled
for 11 Sept 67, It will be conducted on your off duty time, It will take
three to four hours a day for five days., Attachment 1 is the full
training schedule for the jungle schoel, We will receive selected sub-
Jjects for our "Eagle Platoons",

. Manpower Requirements and Selection: To perform this duty and to
minimize the commitment, I am requesting L5 men from "A" F1lt and L5 men
from "B" Flt to join this program. With two groups of L5, each group
will stand alert one night out of every six nights,

a. Because of the training provided, personnel with retainability
are desired., This should not prevent "Short Timers™ from signing up.
With the number of personnel required, "Short Timers" will be required to
get us over the large loss this squadron will sustain between 1 Oct and
31 Dec 67.

5. Program Start Date: We are hopeful that this program will be
operational before 1 Oct 67. A great amount of training, procurment,
coordination and plamning is still ahead of us.

6, Deadline: All volunteers should have their names affixed to the
roster NLT 1600 hours, 1 Sept 67.

Te General: I have been extremely proud and honored to be associated with
this squadron to date. Your daily performance has been outstanding and
your support of squadron policy and mission has been the finest I have
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witnessed in my career. Your cocperation and backing are necessary te
make this program an effective and practical weapon against the Viet
Cong. It will require personal sacrifice from each man in the form of
reduced free time and comforit and exposure to a2 hostile environment.

I am convinced, howsver,after three months in this squadron; you are
prepared to make this aacrifice.

MZ{ ﬁ(/-é’/n,a, ‘/

J B. VERNA JR, Captain, USAF 1 Ateh
/ curity Operations‘Officer 173rd Ltr; Subj; Training for
; Brigade Replacements.
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DEFARTMENT CF THE ARMY
HEAD' U+iTERS 173D sI1iBORNE BRICDE (SEPARATE)
APD San Franciscc 96250

AVBE-SCJ S 2l August 1967

SURJECT: Letter of Instruction: Training for Brigade Replacements 23
August thru 2 September 1967,

TO: See Distrubition

1. GENZRAL. PBrigade replacement training for the week of 28 hugust
thru 2 September 1967 to prepsre 173d Airborne Brigade replacements for
combat operations in Vietnam. Aill personnel in grades E1 - E7, and O1-

02 who have arrived in country since 1 March 1967 and have not completed
Jungle School will attend, Personnel with a previous tour in Vietnem, who
have a six month or more bresk between tours are recuired to attend. A1l
NCO's end Officers who have not attend since this date will attend this weeks

training.

2. TRAINIHC PROGRAM. The training program ccnsists cf six days of
combat subjects taught by instructors with combat experience in Vietnam.
Training includes four days of instructior conducted in the 2d Battilion,
503d Infantry and 17th Cavalry arcas, a une and one half-day ficld operation
in the Brigade TAOR, and one helf day of jump training at the Brigede Train-
ing Area,

3. RESPONCIEILITIES
a, S=3 = Overzll plznning and staff ccordination.

b, 8-4 - Pro*ide logistical support, transportation ard cquipment
as required,

c. CO. 4L/503d - Provide evening meal for students Monday, Tuesdey
and Thursday. Provide ice tea, ¥ool #iid or Juice for noon meal Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesdzy, Thursday, # nd Saturdsy,

de Unit Commanders:

(1) 1Issue prescribed orgenizational clething) eauipment, wea-
pons and basic load of ammunition. Insure individuzl's €quipment is service-
eble and adjusted properly bsfore reporting for training in prescribed un-
iform (See Incl 2) nnd carry pencil or pen syvid notebook, Wsa~rons should be
inspected, cleaned end properly lubricated before student reports for
training.
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SUBJECT: Letier of Instruection: Treining for the Brigede Heplacements 28
sugust thru 2 September 1967.

(2} Provide Commandant, Jungle School, with a roster
of student pergonnel, rank, MOS, and ASN NLT 1200 hours, Saturday 26 August
1967. The rester will include date of rank of E5¥3thru E7!'s and 211 Officers.

(3) Provide transportation for members cf your unit and insure
that they report t> the prescribed place st the prescribed time., Insure
transportation is at the prescribed pick-upplace (Incl 2) and the person res
sponeible for picking up the studerts has 2 roster and does not depart until
all students he is respcnsible for have transportation to their units.

_ (4) TIssue one (1) "C" ration meal to each student londay, Tive
(5) on Tuesday, and one (1) meal Wednesday =nd Saturday. Issue sufficent
heat tablets to heat the "C" ration meals,

(5) Insure the replocement is not put on guard or extra duty
and receives maximum rest during the training pericd., Medical zppointments
and in-processing should not be scheduled ~uring the treining period,

(6) Insure student'e assizicd weapons have & piece of tape om
the ctock showing pame &nd uvnit, All wearons will have slings or ropes.

{7) Assign Senicr NCO from each unit as NCOIC. He should
have two (2) rosters of the students for duration of course,

(8) Rifle Battalions will issue three (3) Mu79's or XMI48A1's
zncd one (1) PRC-25 rzdio te students for Zuration cf course.

(9) Insure chow is saved f r personnel atiending Jungle School
on Wednesday evening. '

b COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS:

a, A student mey attend the course even if he hes not been included
in the roster submitted Saturday 26 August 1967. His name should be given to
the school First Sergeant Monday. Personnel reporting to the Brigade on
Monday may report for training Tuesdey morning. They must attend training
the next Mcnday tc receive credit for the course.

b. Disciplinery violations will be repcrted in writing te unit
Commander concerned. Units desiring to know the final score of their men
should contact the Schoucl First Sergeant. Diplomas for personnel who have
satisfaectorily completed the course-will be forwarced to the unit appreximately
twelve (12) days after gradusticn.,

¢. Students will mess with their units for breakfast Mondey through
Thursday, 2nc¢ for evening meal Wednesday. &ll students will be returned
to their units prior to evening meal Fridzy and Ssturday.
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BATTLE OF BIEN HOA 3rd Security Police Squadron TET 31 JAN 1968
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SUBJECT: Letter of Instraction: Training f-r Brigace Replacements 28
fugust thru 2 September,

d. Units w.ll give PT i~ new replacements prior to reporting to
the Jungle School,

e. Units are requested to observe class timecs and eguipment re-
guirements contained in the attached training schedules, (Incl 2)

f. Unite are recuested to inspeet students <doily for personnel
appearance and correct uniform and eruirment prior to students reperting to
the school.

g. Echeol Cadre will ingruet studunts daily for perscnnal appear-
ance and ccrrect uvniform and ecuipment. Ceficiencies will be subtracted
from the cstudent'!s total course gracde,

h, BStudents going on sick ¢=11l or appcintrments from their units
sheuld notify the NCOIC first. When reporting back te the school from sick
call or appointments, students will report io the School First Sergeant.

FOH THE COI%.~WDZR: s

Dottt

W. L. KVASHICK:

1LT, 4GC
Lest AG
2 Incl
1. Training Schecdule
2., Reporting Time &
Eruipment
3
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