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WELCOME

On behalf of the ULS, servicemen of this installation and our host, the Roval Tha
Alr Force, welcome to Nakhon Phanom Roval Thai Air Force Base, Thailund. home of
the 56th Speciul Opertions Wing,

Thailaed has a proud and exotic history und a very prondsing future, Your stay
here should he @& wvaluable experience because of the country’s unigue culiural heritage,
Our relationship with the citizens of Nakhon Phanoio has been frendly. Mutual cordiality
and respect have been vur “hy-words.”  Please help us maintain and further lmprove
this excellent example of international cooperation and friendship.

It is our hope 1hat this brochure will provide yvou with information of value during
your stay here. Our facilities and services are some of the best in Sowtheast Asia. They
are heing comtinnally improved and expanded. We encourage vou to use and enjoy them.

When vou arrive here, many of the facilities shown or mentioned in this booklet
well have moved to new and improved quarters, and many new [acilitics added.

Again, welcome to Thailand and NKP.

Photos hy Spt. Ruossell S, Pormish
(Det 12, 60Est Photo Flight)
Produced by S6th SPOPWG (DXD
Edited by SSgt. Don Dick

Printed by The Craftsman Preuss, Limited Bangkok, Thailand



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Map of Thailand . .. .. ... ..
NKP RTAFB History . .. .. ..
Wing Mission . . . ... ... ...
Thattadll s s o is v s 5 a5
NP and Northeast

Climute

---------------

At Your Service . . .. ... il 18
Recreation Services . . . .. ... ... 22
Buase Exchunge Service. . . .. . ... 24

Base Map . ...............25
General Information . . ... ... .. 26
Ambassador---You . . Inside Back Cover




WMAP or THAILAND BN

GULF
of
TONKIN

ANDAMAN
SEA

GULF of
SIAM

THAILAND

ENGLISK WILES (o 1 7
KILOMETERS o ap o oy 5




NKP RTAFB HISTORY

RED HORSE CONSTRUCTION

Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, referred
to as NKP and known as “ithe higgest
little base in the east,” is located abuut
nine miles southeast of Naikhon I'hanom
city. More than 16,000 inhabitants live
in this northeasten Thailand city, and
the buse population approaches the 6,000
mark.

The U.S. militury first arrived here
in 1963 when the U.5. Navy's Mobile
Construction DBatialion Three (SEABEES)
laidd out the runway and raised the first
bhuildings as part of a United States com-
mittment  under  SEATQ.  The H07th
Tactien] Control Squadron was the first
US. Air Force unit assigned to NKIP.
‘The bulk of its members arrived in early
1964,

The Hth Tactical Contral Group exer-
cised command jurisdiction over the 507th
untif May 1965 when the 62351th Air Base
Squmlron wus formed.  Owerall contral
of USAE units wus then tummed over to
35th Tactical Group (now G3lst Combat
Support Group) =t Don Muanp RTAFE,
Thatland,

On April 8, 19686, the 634th Combat
Support Group was activated and  the

6235th Air Base Squadron deactivated.
Shortly thereafter a major construction
program began. The 634th assumed
responsibility for all base support functions.

One year later, April 8, 1967, the
56th Air Commando Wing was activated
and the 63dth Combat Support Group
was redesignated the 56th Combat Support
Giroup.

Major expansion and construclion
programs are still being conducted at
NEKP. The base has morc than doubled
in size during the last several years.

THAI CUSTOM

* The Thai grecting called the “Wai”
is done by putting the hands together in
a praying position before your face and
slightly nodding vour head. Many Thais
will “Wai” in addition 1o shaking hnnds
with you. It is always polite to “Wai”
in return.

* Treat women with politeness and
respect. Touching or showing fondness
for Thai women in public is considered
improper and offensive.



About the Wing

“CAVE TONITRUM”-“Beware of
the Thunderbolt,” serves today as the

motto of the 56th Special Operations Wing.

The wing, whose history traces back to
the duys prior to World War 1I, was
bom Jan. 15, 1941 as the 56th Pursuit
Group (Interceptor). It was activated at
Savannah, Ga. with its first aireraft being
[’-39s and I’ -40s.

During May 1942, the unit was
redesignated as the £6th Fighter Croup
and received P-47s in June. After com-
pleting combat training, the group was
moved to England during December 1942
and assigned to Eighth Air Force. The
group first entered combat with a fighter
sweep in the area of St Omer Apr, 13,
1943. During the next (wo years, pilos
af the 56th destroved more enemy aireraft
in aerial combat than any other fighter
group of Eighth Air Force.

The 56th engaged in counler-air and
interdictory missions during the invasion
of Normandy and also participated in the
Rattle of the Rulge. It received two
Digtinguished Unit Citations during World
War 11,

During its long history, the wing has
been deactivated and veactivated three
times. The 56th came to life the last
time on April & 1967 as an Air Com-
manda Wing of Pacific Air Forces. lis
new duty station was Nakhon Phanom
RTAFB, Thailand. On Aug. 1, 1968,
the 56th Air Commando Wing's name
changed to its current designation, 56th
Special Operations Wing.

The principle mission of the wing
in Southeast Asia is (o assist in fulfilling
USAL operational requirements here.
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CONTROL TOWER

In addition, the wing

supporis a
number of tenant organizations, all havirg

roles in USAF operations in Southeast
Asia, Several of these are Det 5, 621st
Tactical Contrel Squadron, 1987th Com-
munications Squadron, 23rd Tactical Air
Support Squadron, and Task Force Alpha.

Due to the variety of units and
missions here at Nakhon Phanom RTAFD,
your assignment will be interesting and
educational. All units here are guests of
the Royal Thai government.



THAILAND

KING AND QUEEN OF THAILAND

Thailand is a country about the size
of France and nearly as larpe as Texas,
with a population of more than 30 million.
The Royal Kingdom of Thailand is loca-
ted on the Southeast Asian peninsula,
bordered on the east by Cambodia, and
1 a0s, on the west by Burma, on the north
by Bumma and lLaos, and on the sowh
by Malavsia and the Gulf of Thailand.

Bangkok, the capital city, lies at
latitude 14 degrees north, near the 100th

meridian approximately 900 niles north
of Singapore.

The topography of the country varics
from flat plairs in central Thailand 1o
rugged mountaing and jungles in the north,
Rice is the wenlth of the coumry. Other
profitable exports are corn, tapioea, kenaf,
rubber, teak, tin, kapok, and lac.

About 80 per cert of the people are
of the Thai race, and may be categorized
as Central Thai, Northcastern 'Thai, or




Northern ‘Thai. The minority
groups in Thailand number ap-
proximately six million, with
the Chinese representing about
50 per cent of this total.

Over half of the Chinese are
from Suatow and arc concen-
trated principally in the Bangkok
area and at various locations
in the southern peninsula, in
most  cases intermingled with
Thai. (ther importamt groups
include almost 900,000 Malays,
about  450,000-600,000 hill
tribesmen in the north, 50,000
Vietnamese and ahoat 200,000
other minorities.

Mare than 90 per cent of the popu-
lation is Buddhist. Buddhism is the national
religion and its inlluence on government,
economy and society is profound. This
influence will be immediately noticeable to
Thailand newcomers as they visit the var-
jous  heautiful temples and monuments
dedicared to religion, government and the
Roval Family. Although Buddhism is the
national religion, there has never heen any
restrictions upon religious freedomn,

The most honored and respected
person in Thailand is the King, Ie is
the head of state, the spiritual leader of
the peop'=, defender of the faith, and
living svenbol of the country’s rich culture,

The present King, 1dis Majesty Bhu-
miphal Adulvade) (pronounced Poom -me
pon Adun-va-det) was horn in Cumbndge,
Massachusctis, December 35, 1927, lle
married Queen Sirikit in 1949, Their
Majesties have four children, three duaugh-
ters avd a som, the Crown I'rince, who
was horn July 28, 1952,

The King's Anthem is plaved at the
end of lurge public gatherings, at plays,
motion pietures, and other similar cvents.
The entire audience (including Americans)
is expected to stand at atlention,

The people of Thailund are fricndly,

SUKO THAI RUINS

hospituble and very much inerested in
the western world. Many of the people
speak English, and this is, for the most
part, the “foreign™ language taught in
puhlic schools.

Weslern  dress 18 worn by many
people in the cities. The stutus of women
in Thatlund is unusually high for the
arient.  The Thais have never had a
casle svstem, their women have never
been secluded, and increasing numbers
are entering into business and the profes-
510NS,

During your stay in Thailand, you
are considered a guest of the nation. The
Thats are our hest friends in Southeast
Asia. Mateh this friendship with vour
own, their gracious hospitality with honest
appreciation, their country and their tradi-
tions with genuine interesi.

THAI CUSTOMS

* Standing over a seatedd Thai when
talking to him may well cause him to
take offense. Sit with him

* Don't stomp your foot, poinl your
finger or your toe at a Thai. This s
considered very had manners.



NKP AND NORTHEAST-

Northeast Thailand is that poriion of
the country that juis out from the Cenlral
Plains into the space between Northern
Laos and Cambodia. It uccounts for ane
thiredd of the land area of the country and
contains a third of Thailand’s population.

The people of the northeast differ
somewhal from the Thai in other pans of
the country. The majority ethnic group
in  Nakhon Phanom and Northeastem
Thailand is the Thai-Lao, The Thai-Lao
are closely related to the Laotiuns in Laos.

They ure distinguished from the
‘Thai by their prelerence for
pglutinous rice, by certain dilferences in
dialect, in the style of their Buddhist
architecture and terminology, and by dif-
ferences in respect ta such cultural charae-
leristics as music. Despite these differences,
the northeasterner considers himseil Thai
and holds the King and Buddhism in
deep respect.

The traditional Thai-[Luo area includes
much of the Korat plateau region of
Northeastern Thailand us well as modern
Luos. Interchange and migration of
ethnic Thai-l.ao back and forth across
the Mekong River have been and continue
to be frequent.

central

The population of the province is
more than 500,000, Nakhon Phanom city,
the provincial captal, has a populition
well in excess of 16,000. It s located on the
Mekong River which forms the Thailand-
Laos border at this point, Directly across
the river from Nakhon Phanom is the
Laotian city of Thakhelk.

Nakhon Phanom RTAFB is approxi-
mately nine miles southwest of the
city. Several smaller villages are located
between the town and base. Numerous
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BUILDING A SCHOOL

other hamlets are within [ive miles of
the base.

As in most of Thailand, the muin
occupation of the people is agrcuiture.
Rice 1s the major crop.

As is true of other large towns in the
northeust near the Mekong, Nakhon
Phanom has a sizeable Vietnamese popula-
tion, most of whom [led here dunng the
French-Indo China War in the 1940s and
50s. A majorty of the cuy's shilled
craftsmen are drawn from the Vietnamese
popalation,

The Thar domestic airline serves ihe
city of Nakhon Phanom seven times weelly,



INSTALLING A WELL

but no train scrvice is availuble, The
roads leading to the aity, both from Sukon
Nakhon to the southwest and [Thon to the
south, arc mosily wnpaved. Poor road
conditions during some parts of the year
often limit automobile driving to the city
itself.

Although Nakhon Phanom isn’t one
of Thailand’s major cities, the interested
observer will find it a satisfying minature
of the Thai nation and culture.

The northeast is significant today
becanse it is the chief location of com-
munist activity directed against the Roval
Thai  government. An estimated 1,000
10 1,500 organized, armed insurgents are
located in the remote jungle areas of
scrveral  northeastern  provinces.  The
most critical sites of the activity are the
areas of Nakhon Phanowm, Sakon Nakhon,
Ubon, and Nongkhai.

These insurgent bands, partialiy
trained and supported from ontside (he
country, attempt to feed on the povery
and remoteness of many villages, Their
chief weapons have been armed propaganda
meetings, assassinations of local officials,
recruitment of “jungle soldicrs™ and the
organization of village support cells.
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Evidence to date indicates that
they have not succeeded in building
a vinble pohtical movement capable
of sweeping the country. However,
they do pose a certain security threat
to the coumry, which the Thai
government  has  countered  with

determiunation,

Through a concerted plan of
military, police and civilian action,
the governmemt is providing rural
security and meeting the economic
and social needs of its northeasiern
villugers.
The United
through the embassy, the armed forces, the
Agency for Internations]l Development
mission and the United States Information
Service, are supporting the Thai govern-
ment  in counter - insurgency  effon
with materiel aid, training und technical
assistance. However, most of the progress
is being made by agencies of the Royal
Thay povermment.

States  government,

ity

AIRCREW QUARTERS



CLIMATE

The climate of Nakhon Phanom and
Northeast Thailand is tropical with three
distinct seasons: (1) the cold season, (2)the
hot season and (3) the rainy scason, These
climatic seasons are based on two major
wind systems, the northeast and southwest
MONsSOONS.

During the northeast monsoon, from
November to mid-March, NKP and the

surrcunding area experience the cold season.

It’s charucterized by fair to clear skies,
pructically no rain, cool temperatures and
occasional cold surges from the north.
The temperatare drops into the 40s.

The transition from northeast 1o
southwest monsoon is known as the spring
intermonsoon. From late March to early
May-NK[™s hot seuson-the wind flow
changes from a dry nonheasterly flow to

a moist flow from the southwest,

During this period, the XNakhon
Phanom area gets increased rainfall in the
form of heavy showers and thundershowers
accompanied by temperatures ranging
above 10D degrees.

Northeast Thailand comes under the
full force of the moist southwesterly wind
flow during the rainy season from late
May to October. Cloudy skies, hot and
humid air, heavy thunderstorms and light
to calm winds prevail during this season.

Although Thailund has basically =2
tropical climate, you'll experience a wide
range of weather conditions during your
stay here. So bring your raincoat, flight
or field jacket, an electric blanket, a
sweater or two and, above all, a swimming
suit, You'll 'weather’ the fun if you do!

CLIMATOLOGICAL AVERAGES

Element

JAN TEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT XOV DEC

Extreme Max Temp | 97 | 99 | 103 | 106 | 102 | 100 | 99 | 97 | 95 | 95 | 95 | 93
Mean Max Temp 81 | 86 | 92| 95| 92| 89| BR | B7 | BT | 87 | 86 | B3
Av Temp T1 |75 | BO| 84| 84| B3| 81 | 81 |8 | 78| 7|71

Mecan Min Temp SB | 63 | GO T4 Th| 76| 75 [ 7T | T4 | 69 | 64 | 58
Fxtreme Min Temp | 35 | 43 | 48| 37| 66| G8| 69 | 66 [ 65 | 07 | 43 | 12

Av Rainfall (in} 2 7 1.1 35 9.1 11581187205 12.2] 2.5 2 2
No. davs W 'Kamn 1 1 2 4 10] 141 16 | 17 | 12 4 1 1

Av Relative llum = | 73 | 72 67| 67)] 79| B3| B> | 86 | Bh | 76 | T2 | T

11




Assignment Preparation

Here are a few words about the
handhing of your personal ulfairs. Before
leaving the (LS. for an assignment in
Thailand, be sure 10 make necessary allot-
ments am! other arrangements for your
fumily's financial security.

Making an allotment to vour wife
hefore departing vour statesice duty station
can't be over emphasized. [Jo not wait
unti] you get here, The time involved
in processing an alloiment here  could
cause your family unnecessary anxiety.

This is remote duty. Your depen.
dents con not accompany you. So, do
the next best thing, Make sure they are
provided for in every possible way prior
to leaving the ULS,

Again, make sure you take care of
vour personal affairs BEFORE vou leave
vour stateside base [or duty m Nakhon
Phanom RTAFB.

CLOTHING

The following suggestions should help
you decide what clothing and personal
items to hring with vou:

The wility fatigue uniform is autho-
rized {or year-around wear. You should
also include plenty of socks, one or two
sets of 150565 and a rin coat.

Do not bring your dress blue uniform
or other heavy clothing. “T'hey will mildew
in the humid climate here.

Although the climate of the area is
considered tropical, we do have s cold
season. So be sure to bring vour field

12

jncket.  The temperature oveeasionally

drops into the lower 10s,

Upon your arrival here, you'll be
issued four sets of tropienl fatigues, two
pair of tropical boots, hat and poncho.

Civilian clothing is recommended for
wear in the local town.  Yuu should bring
itens that are washable, preferably cotions.
Nvlon und similar fabrics aren’t recomn.
mended. You can purchase tailor-made
clothing here at reasonuble rates. In many
cases, you will pay less than the price of
custum - male itewns clsewhere. You should
bring a civilian jacket or heavy sweater
for cool evenings.

The hase clothing sales store is open
daily and is located in building - 185
The store stocks ull awthorized items of
military clothing and accessories except
blues,

REPORTING

Now, you should Le about ready to
heald for Southesst Asia and Nakhon
Chanom RTAFB.  After you have taken
care of your personal affairs, immuni-
zations, ete., you probably wonder what is
in store for you upon your amrival in

Thailand,

You will arrive at NKP by military
aitlift, probably on a C-130 from Den
Muing RTAUB at Bangkok, Thailand.
However, lLefore depanting the port of
enry, vou may encounter a delay of from
nne (0 five days awaiting transportation.

In all cases, the delay involves addi-
tional expenses because you may have to
( Continued on Page 17)
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( Contived from Page 12)

use non-government quarters, and govern-
ment meals may ned be avuilable, Although
you will be reimbursed after arriving at
NKP, vou should bring envugh funds 1o
defray possihle costs of food and lodging.

Upon your arrival st NKP, 4 member
of CHPO will meet and brief wvou on
processing procedures and where 1o report.

Ater arrival, you will be required
to attend a newcomer's briefing at the hase
theater. At this brefing, staff officers
will pive vou detailed information about the
surrounding aren and discuss Dase repala-
tions. All neweomers will remain on the
hase until they have received this briefing.
These bLriefing are held euch Tuesday.

SECURITY POLICE

The pomary mission of the 56th
Security DPolice Sguadron is to provide
physical protection of .S, personnel and
resources assigned here, All actions con.
should be directed 10

CErming  Security

this syuadron.
You should insure that your Armed

VEHICLE CHECK

17

LIBRARY
Forces Identificadon Card, DD Form 2AF,

and Geneva Convention Card, DD Form
528, arc in order before departing your
present duty station.

Privately owned firearms will not be
carried in Thailand, You're strongly
advised not Lo attempt (o bring personal
weapons into this country,  Should you
acquire a firearm while in Thailund, it
must be registered and stored with the
secunity police within 24 hours of receipt.

Ammunition  for pri-
vately owned fircarms is nat
authorized. It will be con-
fiscated as contraband and
destroyed.

For vour conven ience, a
Security Police Town Patrol
is on duty in the city of
Nakhon Phunom from 0800 -
2400 hours daily. They can
provide information concern.
ing the customs of the town’s
people, entertainment estab.
lishinents and the average
prices of merchandise.

Security Police head-
quarters is located in build.
ing T.172.



Al YOUR SERVICE

MEDICAL FACILITY

NKPites now enjoy the use of a
modern, air conditioned 25 -bed modular
medical facility capable of rendering atl
routine medical and demal services.

Specialty cases that cunnot be cured
for ot the base facilitv are acromedically
evucumed to other medical fucilities having
the required specialty service.

Flving personne!l should insure that
their physicals will not expire prior to
completion of their tour here. Flight
physicals may be wuivered for u period
of not more than two yeurs. [f you've
been grunted a waiver that expires during
your tour, you should have it renewcd.
Personnel  requiring  altitude  chamber
training should insure that tieir curd will
not expire during their tour here

You should do your best to bring
yourself imte a Class | dentul condition
before departing your currert duty station.
Although  Class 1T s acceptable for
Southeudt  Asiv  ussipnments, conditions
occasionally deteriorate and it is possible
te go from Class 1l to Class 11l within
60 days.  Thus, one could depan his home
station, tuke leave, do a TDY and report
in as a Class JI1.

Personne!l  requiring  applianzes and
accessorivs such as heoring aid  batteries,
dental partials and plasses should insure
that they have the required pumber of such
items  before  departing  the  continental
.S, The time involved in getting
the items in this remote area could cause
vou a loss in job proficiency and personal
discomfort,

18
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NEW MEDICAL FACILITY

MARS STATION

Only official telephone calls will be
made from Nakhon Phanom RTAFRB.
Persongl calls may be made through the
Military Affiliate Radio Systein (MARS)
station, located in buildiug 774.

In cases of persomal emergencies, ir-
dividuals should contact the American Red
Cross office for assistance. U the emer-
geney  warrants, the individual will be
granted permission to use a base teleplione
to complete his eall.

NKI"s MARS station has two high
frequency single sideband radio circuits.
I"home patch calls to the continental United
States must be made in person. The
station is open 24 hours per day.



PAY AND FINANCE

military and pay
services are provided by the base account-
ing and finance office, located in building
T - 615,

While in Thailand vou will be paid
once each month by U.S, Treasury check,
At your request upon clearing in, this
check may be sent te a checking account
established by you at the Bank of America
facility. Make every eflfort to handcarry
your military pay record and travel pay-
ment eard,  Failure to do so may delay
receipt of awhorized payments,

1f vou bring the required documenis,
vour travel voucher will be paid within
48 hours after your arrival here. At this
time, you will alse receive any military
pay due you,

In addition to the normal pay and
allowances, personnel in pay geades ¥ 7
and above will receive a cost of living
allowance. Married personnel -pay grade
E-1 (with over four vears of service) and
over-are entitled to a (amily separution
allowance.  All enlisted personnel will
receve foreign service pay.

Complete travel

M -

AIRMEN'S OPEN MESS

Subsistence for enlisted men in grades
E-7 and above is $2.57 per day. Over-
flight of Vietnam qualifies vou for income
tax exemption for the month of the tlight.

The currency unit of Thailand is the
baht, which is divided into one hundred
satangs. An easy way to remember U.S.
dollar to baht exchange rate i1s: $1.00
equals 20.72 baht.

Baht may be purchased at the finance
office, military Gnance facility (Bank of
America) and any of the open messes,
Balt is the only cwrrency servicemen are
permitied to use on the Thal economy.

The (inunce
0700-1760 daily.

office is open from

PERSONAL AFFAIRS OFFICE

Information and counseling on many
matters which effect your personal welfare
may be obtained at the D'ersonal Affairs
Office, building T-610. This includes
answers to (Uestions concerning government
and commercial life insurance, passports
and visas, vetcrans benefits, relirement
benefits and various related topics,



Members of 1the office's staff also
provide counseling on casualty assistunce
16 the next-of .kin of deceased personnel,
survivor's Dbenefits, personal documents,
naturalization and many other subjects of
concern.

Although passports are not regnired
for military personnel entering Thailand
PCS, it is encouraged that if vou plan
to truvel vutside the country during your
tour, either on leave or R&R, that you
oftain a passport required for this type
travel.

BANKING

Nonnal stateside banking services are
provided at NIKP's miliary finance focility-
(Bank of America) located in  building
T-699. The finance fucility will cash
bank drafls, nwney orders, and traveler's
checks.  US. dollar personal checks up
to $100 can be cashed as per U1S, Trea.
sury Department regulations,

There is no service churpge for main.
taining checking accounts. These accounts
acerne interest at the rute of five per cent
annually. Interest is paid quanerly,

The {inanee facility also sells U S.
Savings Bonds, Freedom Shares, travelers
cheques, hank drafts, and sclls and pur-
chases HBaht.

Hours ol operation are:

1000 - 1500 Monday through Friday

1000 - 13000 Saturday

0730- 1500 Military Paydays

Closed Sunday and Holidays

BASE CHAPEL

Protestant  and  Catholic  worship
services are provided on a regular basis,
Jewish services are conducted periodically
by a visiting rabbi. Several denomina-
tinnal services are  conducted  through
cectified Juy leaders.

20

To aid in meeting the spiritual needs
of a number of the men here, the staff of
the buse chapel recently initisted u mobile
chapel service. This makes it convenient
for the men working different shifts 10
receive spiritual assistance and counseling
without leaving their work area.

In addition to these services, the
Catholic Holy Nume Society and Protes-
tunt Men of the Chapel have very active
prugrums, especially in the area of com-
munity relations.

Three Protestanmt and one Catholic
chaplains are assigned here and  are
available at all hours for spinitual assis-
tance and personal counselling.

CHAPEL SERVICES

AFTN

“Serving those who also scrve in
Southeast Asia, this is A-F-T-N 770" or
“This is A-IF-I'-N-the American Forves
Thatland  Network, Channel 71, are
stutements  that you'll hear hundreds of
times during your tour it Noakhon Phanom
RUAFB.  They signify the radio and
televiston  service which broadecasts  at

NKP daily,



With network headquaders at Korat
RTAFB, the local station, AlLTTN-770,
broadcasts 24 hours dailv. Shows heard
on AFTN radio include " Grand Old
Opry,” “Chrnis Noel,” "lra Cook,” *Juzz
Unlimited,” *“Polka Party,” and
more. Many shows such us “Hullabaloo™
and “Wide Wonderlul World of Country”™
are produced “live” by NKF’s broadeasting
and engineering personnel.

many

The station, which now boasts some
of the finest professional equipment avail-
able, began as a “home made" facility
in March 1966. A tape rvecorder and
turntahle were the major iteins of equip-
ment. Located ut the main pate, it was
manned by security policemen.  In July,
the equipment was moved to the communi-
cations center near the f{hghthne and
operated by the men of the 606Gth Special
Operations Squadron. The present facility
became operational in April 1967,

The lacal AFRTS television station
on the air for the first time on

went

AFTN-CHANNEL 74

2l

Chiristias day, 1968, and at that time was
hroacasting from a tracter trailer van, The
entire station was located in the van, with
the film library in the adjacent building.
Chunnel 74, is a ULLF station, so a remind-
er, you [(JH)Y antenna to
pick up the station properly.

must have a

This station broadceasts between the
hours of three und midnight weekdays, and
from 10 am. till 1 a.m. on Satarday and
Sunday.

AFTN-770 and AFITN - Channel 74
weleome you to Nakhon Phanom RTAERD,
Thailand, and hope that they make your
tour 4 little more enjoyuble in the field
of entertainment,

POST OFFICE

The consolidated muil room is open
24 hours daily. The post office (APO
San Franciseo 96320 is open Monday
through  Saturday 1o provide  complete
poatal services, including stamp sales and
parcel post handling.
Your address here will be:
AJC Jim Jones, (SSAN)
(rpanization
Iiox No.
APO San PFrancisco 96310

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

The Staff Judge Advecate (Miice,
located in buildling T-€00, provides legal
assistance for all military personnel assign-
ed or attached to base units here. Al
legal services listed in AFR 110-4 are
availsble,  Counsehing is provided {or such
matters as immigration, naturalization, tax-
ation, wills and powers of attorney.

You should insure that your legal
affairs are in order prior \o departing your
present duty station for Southeast Asia.
Wills, powers of atorney ane other such
dosuments should be obtained if required.



AMERICAN RED CROSS

The Amernican Red Cross field direc-
tor's office, located in building T -600,
provides base personnel with cmergency
leave and communications assistance as
well as finaneial assisiance when a bona
fide E€NIETEENCY exists.

The staff is availuble to counsel
individuuls on personal and family problems,
humanitarian rexassignments and many other
subjects.  Service 18 uvailable 24 hours
daily, Office hours are:

0730-1730- daily
Phane: 2937 or 2988

However, in emergency cases, a mem-
ber of the Red Cross staff may be
reached during non-office hours by con-

tacting the staff duty officer, extension 2545,

NKP NEWS

The NKP News, the base newspaper,
wag judged the best Class 11 newspaper
published in Pacific Air Force (PACAF)
command for 1967 and best Class 11
newspaper Air Foree-wide in 1968, Its
policy is to provide local coverage of
current events und infermation not im-
mediately available to base personnel from
other sources,

The editor and infermation staff are
located in building T - 215.

The information office is the sole
base agency for information
about =zetivities and personnel assigned
here. Releases, such as hometown news
items about you, are handled by this office,

releasing

RECREATION SERVICES

NKP has a variety of recreational
activities and facilities available for the
sponts enthusiast. Besides existing facilities,
future pluns eall for a golf driving range,
skeet runge, two handball courts and un
archery range,

SPORTS

Varsity sporis in the Thailand Spors
League program include busketball, touch
football, volleyball, softball, bowling and

New Base Gym
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tennis. Golf and other activities will be
adiled to the schedule as soon as support
facilitics are availuble, All varsity com-
petition {8 in-country, since personnel
ussigned to Thailand bases cun not par-
ticipate i oul-of-country comnpetition.
Besides the varsity competition, there
¢ 1 prowing participation in intramural
activities. ‘These include softball, basketball,
volleyball, bowling and touch football.

New Base Theater



SWIMMING POOL

There is a0 Hl)-meter swims-
ming pool avatlable Jor the
enjovment of all base personnel.
Hours of operation are 0900-
2200 hours.
additionn]  swinuning pool has
been approvea for NKP.

OUTDOOR COURTS

The tennis and haskethall
courts, located next ta the swim-
ming poel are apen 24 hours

Construction of an

on u fital come, lirst served busis,
except when an organized ae-
tivity 1s scheduled.  There are
also  additiona]  lighted courts,
adjacent to the Commando Inn dining hall,
which include 1wo basketball courts, three
tennis courts and a volley hall court,

BASE THEATER

Air  TForce  Maotion
Service - Pacific provides the latest in movie
entertainment,  Verfonmnoees start at 1300,
1630, 20830 and 2230 hours dailv, A
intcdnight showing s also held for shift
workers heminping ot 0030 Tuesday, Friday
anl Saturday. A
will be completed and in operation with-
int the very near (utare.  The waphitheater
is being converted imo an outcdoor theater,

BASE LIBRARY

The base library is one of the hest
field libearies in Sowheast Asia, with more
than 12,000 fiction,
non-fiction,  hiographies
hooks, The libriry subscribes 1o the
MeNaughton book  rental plan through
which it pets maoy of the best sellers at
abong the some time they are available in
Cnited States,  The selectiony available
to base personnel are further increascd
through an intec-library lom system.

Army Pleture

new  aathseat theater

: .
volumes  ineluding

o  reference
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THAI BOXING-BASE AMPHITHEATER

RECREATION CENTER

The recreation center his a large game
raom with ten pool tables, two table tennis
tahles, three shufflehoards, two humper pool
taliles, and other activities. The ecnter also
houses the photo hobhy shop, tape center,
TV lounge and hobby sales store. The
photo hobby shop has seven enlargers,
prim washers, drvers and other equipment
required for {inishing black and white
pictures,

The tape center is open 24 hours
daily. There are forty tape recorders and
1,060 tapes and records for vour recording
and listening pleasure.  The hobby sales
store  stocks  approximately S10000 in
hobby craft items,

RECREAT!ON WORKSHOP

The recrestion workshop includes the
wood hobby shop, a slot car track and
lapidary shop. The equipment of the wood
hobby shop includes uodern power tools
and small hand tools. An assorment of
wood, natls serews, glue and  sandpaper
for frec use by patrons are available.



BOWLING CENTER

NKIYs six-dane bowling center 15 ane
of the most moderly equipped in Thailand.
It is open 18 hours duily und includes a
snack bur with beverages und sundwiches.
Future plars call for its expansion to a
10 lane facility.

BASE GYMNASIUM

The base gym is well equipped with
a complete work-out area which includes
a Fiset set of dumbbells (15 1o 55 pounds),
harbells (20 to 120 pounds), an Olympic
st and various cquipmeni. The gvm
ulsy includes a steam room und combina-

tiou basketball and hadminton courns.

BASE EXCHAN

NKI"s buse exchange curnies a selec-
tion of gsoods including shaving supplics,
tniletries, watches, clothimg, snack foods,
and cleetrorics and camera equipment.

Hen not nonmally stocked Ly the
exchange can be “special vrdered” through
the customer service counter. Other sorvices
offered by the coumers stafl  include
refunds and sdjustmenmts. JAKOR Mail
Order, Maii- A - Gift, Mail- A -Fur, {lower
mail service, layaway and Montpomery
Ward and Sears srders.

Besides grill line nems, the main
buse exchange cafeteria, open from 0600
2400 dailv, has breakfast, lunch and dinner
mentis. locuted in
the bowling center, the civil engineering,
flight line, and the swimming pool ureas,

offer hot dogs, hamburgers, cold sand-

Branch snuck bars,
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EDUCATION SERVICES

A wide variety of services is offered
by the Base Education Center (Bldg. 1720)
to help militury personnel increase their
educutionsl level through off -duty study,
Avinluble University of Muryland
undergraduate classes; ueademic and voca-
tional correspondence courses  through
USAFIL; techical courses from  ECI; cor-
respondence courses from major umiver-
sities; high schonl study clusses; und spoken
Thai clusses.

ares

the Education Center
olfers testing  devices,
professionn]l counseling, and information

In  addition

comprehenensive

on practically any cducational, vocationul,
or carcer ubjective.  Operating hours are
from 07001800 dailv except dunday.

GE SERVICES

wiches, beverages and other prepared snack
foads.

Loundry and dry cleaning  services
are available from 0700-1700 daily. A
flat rate of 34.50 per month is charged
for luundey service.  Dry cleaning is
charged by the piece.

Roval Tailers provides top quality
materials and services at reasonable prices.
Its stock of materials ran s from wools,
dncrons and mohair 10 hrocudes and silks.

Buleo Diamonds specializes in dia-
monds, but also stocks pearls and other
stomes. It is backed hy o certificate of
warranly and quality,

Johnny Cemns has a lurge selection
of precious stanes, rings, wood carvings,
bronze ware and Thal sitk. [t specializes

in local handicraft 1teins.
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NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB

DUTY BOURS: 0700-1800

GOVERNMENT  QUARTERS:
Giovernment quariers are available 1o all
military personnel  arriving at  INakhon
Phanom RTAFB. The electric current
on base is the standard 110 volt 60 cveles.

DISPENSARY : Sick Call

0700 - 0900

1300 - 1400 daily (Emcrgencies any-
time}

DENTAL CLINIC:
0706 - 2100 Monday through Friday
0700 - 1700 Satarday

(GGenpine emerpencics anytime)

COMMANDO
-6 and below:

0500-0800 Breakfast

1030 . 1400 Dinner

1515-1600 Larly Supper

1700 - 2000 Supper

2300 -0300 Midnight Meul

Snack bar is open only from 1030.
1400 hours.

INN (dining hall)

AIR PPOST OFFICE (APO96310);

1000 - 1700 Monday through Saturday

Closed Sunday

Packoge pick -up:

0700. 1800

Consolidated mail
hours daily

wom  open 24

CLOTHING SALES STORE:
0900 . 1800 Monday through Saturday
Closed Sundays

AIR FORCE EXCHANGE FACI
LITIES:

Retail Store:

1100-1900 daily except Wednesday
1400-2100

Snack Bar;

0600 - 2400 daily

Beverage Garden:

0900-2400 daily

Bartber Shop:

0900 -1900 daily

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES:

Catholic Schedule:

1730 Monday through Saturday-
Mass

090¢ Sunday - Muss

2000 Wednesday - Choir Rehearsal

Protestant Schedule:

1000 Sunday - Church Worship Service

0900 Sunday -15ible Study

1100 Sunday - Church Worship Service

1730 Sunday- Evening Worship Ser-
vice

1900 “Thursday - Choir Rehearsal
OPEN MESSES:

(The Officers’ and NCO open mes-
ses arc open 24 hours daily)

Officers Open Mess:

All meals are served 24 hours a day.

Package Store: 0700.2300

NCO's Open Mess (E-5 thru E-9)

All meals are served 24 hours a day

Puckuge Store: 0730-2300

Airmen's Open Mess (E-1 thr E-4)

Operation Hours 0800 -2400

Snack Bar-0800 .2330

Package Store: 0730.2300

Airmen’s Open Mess (E-1 thru E-4)

Operation Hours 0800 . 2400

Snack Bar-0800-2330

Package Store -0800- 2000



AMBASSADOR .. .. YOU

NAKHON PHANOM MAIN STREET

Thailand has beert an independent
country {or hundreds of years, far longer
than the ULS. It hasn't been 1he colony
of any country, developing its own cuiture
and heritage. The Thais are Justly proud
of this frecdom.

We are their guests and shoukl con-
duet ourselves as such, honoring ihai
customs and troditions,  Here are o few
simple roles o Thailand  visitor  should
know in order o avoid  offending the
Thal unknowingly,

* Lvery American is an AMBAS-
SADOR 1o the Thai hie mwets and should
act accondingly,

* Rewmesnlicr, we sire guests here, We
make no demnnds and seek no o specizl
freatment.

* Steod st attention when the King's
anthem s plaved,  The King and Queen
are Joved dearly by the Thai people.

® e sure to remove yvour shoes when

entecing o temple or oany other  place
where Thais remove their shoes. Thev
may tell you fnever mind”. but they will
appreciate i 1f you do i anvway,

* Speak in moderate tones. Lowd
tones are offensive to Thads,

* A Thai considers the tap of his head
the most secred part of the Lody and the
bottom of the foot s the lowest, If veu
ralse yvour foul 1o any  level above his
foot you will huve indicated that vour
foot is better then another pag of his
hody.  Never touch 1 That on the head
or shoulders.,

* Ask for advice on habits and cus
toms if vou have a question,  The Thats
arc anxious to be helpful and to have
vou understand their eulture.

* Mainin o sense of humor, be
pleasant, show courtesy and vou will enjox
vour stay in Thoiland.
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