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Attack on Tan Son Nhirt Air Base
14th Viet Cong Battalion
4 December 1966

by Olbert H. Hiett
1967-1968

"l immediately lost 11 of my 15-man Quick Reaction Team (QRT). Two killed, and nine wounded."

4 December 1966, Tan So'n Nhirt Air Base, Republic of Vietnam, was
attacked by the 14th Viet Cong Battalion.

Det- by MSgt First Sergeant Olbert H. Hiett, (Ret) 633rd APS, Pleiku Air Base
Vietnam Duty tours: 1966-1967, 1968 1969, and 1970-1971.:

(TDY to)

377th Air Police Sq, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, RVN.

822nd Combat Security Police Sq, Phan Rang Air Base: RVN,

(Attached)

35th Tactical Fighter Wing, Phan Rang Air Base: RVN;

366th Security Police Sq, Ba Nang Air Base, RVN.

483rd Security Police Sq, Nha Trang, Detachment, Nha Trang Air Base, RVN.

On 4 December 1966 | was on temporary duty (TDY) to the 377th APS, Tan Son
Nht Air Base, Republic of Vietnam. | was attending classes conducted by specialist
from the Rock Island Research Laboratory on the Colt .223 caliber (5.56mm) M16
Rifle. 1 was NCOIC, of Air Police Training at Pleiku Air Base, RVN. At that time | was
training 263 Air Police and 133 Air Police Augmentees in the M16 Rifle, .38 caliber
revolver

(Model 15, S&W), M60 machine gun (7.62mm), M-79 grenade launcher (40mm), 50
caliber machine gun, and M-26 fragmentation hand-grenade. This training entailed,
writing lesson plans, scheduling, teaching, coaching, and training assistantinstructors.

| was sleeping in the Air Police barracks at 1:00 a.m. when the base came under
attack by the 14th Viet Cong Battalion. | immediately grabbed my M16 rifle and 360
rounds of ammo, revolver and 50 rounds, and reported to Central Security Control
(CSC) for duty.

At CSC | was assigned as leader of a Quick Reaction Team (15 Air Police QRT).
We were assigned a truck and dispatched to a location on the Air Base's south
perimeter, south of the hangers, flight line, revetments, and runways, which were
under attack by the 14th Viet Cong Battalion.

We reached our assigned location at 1:15 a.m. | looked at my watch. We stopped the
truck on the road; unloaded, lined up on the southside of the road where there was
some cover. The road was higher than the level ground and was slanted on the south
side towards a slight ditch with a little bank on the eastside, and on the west-side. |
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believe there were two A8gts loromyl@RTS birad\ioirh a4l arBappertunity to get the names
of my team members. We cqifiafiet Qo mgBatiatens in the flight line area. Every
team member was armed with an4l\4j@6iéliam Bréqi wg@ed no other weapons, except my
revolver.

by Olbert H. Hiett
The perimeter fence was approximatelyggi) yggds south of the road and our position.
Elephant grass on the south side was about waist high, and on the north side it was
ahauhRAKIR IR 1P WRIRY RgmANSLIBeFR XA PN @R PSS IEIRE LRI Rind Wathhded.”
wearing green fatigues and my five stripes (TSgt) were very visible so, as | sat on the
LDk & B eTOVYB 61 dran| Sea Rt B ak el Repliugk dteekipHimYvadigue jacket and

iyiaeddhafleeyaainsider asnd magaibing with my back to the South and wearing a
white T-shirt. As | was putting my jacket back on, one of the Air Police asked me,

'DehabyrMBgt BaistSergeptie QItWitdt dbkiett, [(Fét)ilG3Brd AdtSg PlérkupattiBaseese
strggraroudofysights: PAGBid 86k, D68 ita69cand B2 60 Exploded approximately 100
yards on the northside of the road. | thought for just a second, and yelled, "Take cover!"

SIRYitheously the Viet Cong started droppin%mortar shells on the road west to east.

BridirirdaRelicerSa? TapkaethAttwit difr Bask. R¥Nbloded like a napalm bomb.

822nd Combat Security Police Sq, Phan Rang Air Base: RVN,

TAdagbashened-up on our south side from 15 to 20 yards (90 to 100 enemy) with SKS-
il (aebeaht)ighken Wirg doian RRaneAjuRase a2MIN), Light machine guns with
oI IewBRIRDlisR HarRphipaddr Base, RUN.

483rd Security Police Sq, Nha Trang, Detachment, Nha Trang Air Base, RVN.

| immediately lost 11 of my 15-man Quick Reaction Team (QRT) —two were Killed,
Dl hiDe ceenbevol Gttt whssbfoterop osawede e ft iD Yeferit @37 gUsiAdrs, A2C Sohn M.
Clblet &fiFBiade ey iia oflNtetmaved wadeatttandjogt tles say tedoiestad b kilpd dabide
fineroriha\Refik A2en0IRescaRiddizh afsBotaopdlie, Caltdi22Eatalilicr(Q §y&tinor) My deft.
Rietwbwdis PdGEH G nahpile R afive eldiaitalygopeR kikiird\eritasits iREN thd thathimegiuwas
diiegcbhgi2 6> AlioP tiisie posititisd Killintptive dugreesiteles wetteedklytaRiifte xid R ieaji b
yamtdvaway. Hand grenades were landing on the road. There were rifle and automatic
\iMdapeh4 3ir& &b, du6 Qerfivdicimik éogour (Tgb2-fham) ; M b igrapad éhieiu actien §6mtingjr50
wekipenshalddimg gumne enpdy\dt 26 fhegangiviatiors Feaokdagren tmlee tdrhiditeaining entailed,
writing lesson plans, scheduling, teaching, coaching, and training assistantinstructors.
Viet Cong poured their fire on our position; bullets cracked by both sides of my head,
likestapipiogirygpun tasndsrtBoétiebdordieks att1tif grasswrethéhsnhals&roahibainder
attasatsdtipectdttedietcCand Betiiidtolitenmapdiately ggitibetblth i rifkten dB860
nigbtvila i, canch b wewiol veatah b 60 |edturiRid|eda dkmepkete dlitd &ehied @b danitp Gyndodlar
$€ Spferudigred behind the knoll. At one point | thought they were going to over-run
our position--I flipped on my back with my M16 in my left-hand and my revolver in mF%/T)

hRénd. Wasoaghtanedvasidasstasuslive QHis kv drragtionydieasmely dirtiatices @
glovIehagTismederulfuck and dispatched to a location on the Air Base's south

-pﬁ%iy@@h(ﬁggmepf the hangers, flight line, revetments, and runways, which were
under attack by the 14th Viet Cong Battalion.

{he fing steppe 9 prtianses a5y ed fiagbibsieashsidatd piekedrpthe
Aot ARG Rl R A SR
w T 'ﬁ%‘?&ﬁg@eﬁ%ﬁ%?ﬁaw{%sa% rouHEIRARAR  sRsed Biftd Wastn

it t

2
Y 756, 18RYHE I8 B $288Y%stside, and on the west-side. |
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They left with the wouneghand de T @@e‘spmept And thasbooting started again.

Some of the wounded threwmlthq[ %yryvere being loaded in the
ambulances. We had no commugrlqﬂté rwlé J% 68" during a lull in the fighting,

two MSgts drove up in a jeep with W|n wh and combat gear. They stopped
within 6 to 10 feet of me and ask, ' SrBéﬁ y’? | responded in a low voice,
right there in front of us. They aske i?gj @ " | yelled— there! — 15 yards in
front of you!" The driver immediately ro outo the jeep on the left side, and the
other Serg{eant rolled out on the right side just before the Viet Cong opened fire on

tHP TS Weogé%HBW%&FtH@%%%‘Ch&ﬂ%CWhE%%@Wﬁ théordlsd), dd s ebatied-
th IIt k hail hitti i f. The two MSgt
B el B o SR VAT ol BB A0 S siosiion.

I|on

alrcraft ea e between
pia it %sﬁ* § g M@éﬁt A e
Mée X 1RY Rri %a grtsga %%%e going to glet on toptgf o?Jfr

too Next, 25 to 30 Air Pollce arrived. We formed a line and advanced

dead VC and
@t;i% E;é‘%a e e
(0] (0)

|ne the p03| [ was tho hought the area was secure.

i led that we had unloaded at

g;%é i gg\t e %Wrs.ﬁmeier.?n;ertsnzz e

t Th

%g Pg)e up |n %Hﬁé ra sa he SI e roa 4 r%l?v\v%ﬁ? Cf&'scﬁvcg}é y|n fr?))rltt of
'ENB F%%% 999@61%5“ nR r%?‘)&a'r 'SC? figriRedaie s quar highday,
§¥ %SEEEI? dﬁ.lés |‘é@§é§§ Hﬂ'&t%ﬁ &chahse

%c graa Spns5Ea r‘?’ér%% 16
M}ESN 18R ﬁﬁo‘ﬂ&eesr%‘?ﬁ% ‘Vat”ﬁé]ktt}‘?x?r B3%e, RVN. At that time | was

K%Uﬂwgﬁétﬁérnﬁ’ alindy 8612 3NiITHeRCR A ameREaRY R MERREL oS sRlibfied
Oﬁtﬁ’ Gﬁner drlver and a third man, pulled up beside me and stopped. The VC opened
| e &V 1HeRINTRATHOR Q4R $EP M AN Yk HHENRISILRHEE MRS GORMHO

Bﬁhé?g BREMHER P YFe?ge i sl R dion RRsharergtied HRARIIAE 6EERIE the
yﬁ@nﬂgéeﬁﬁg&plans scheduling, teaching, coaching, and training assistantinstructors.

Aveas stebpingkiapgheoAchiédliequippet kscas dntid asrithevbibe ithe ble seitta nenu2diem
gtiask Tyet /Nt HoMiet CiomgpBdttdfiand Fammetaie Rrige bt tibe i thiftetrand 360
shoppscfdrarrackewaly eiddiet S0ittobotdstsaas! trepottext th€ evdsall Sexsuiribt onitral
(OB Ghéovmiergtion of the 20mm guns. | wanted to get behind those guns, but | didn't

think that | could get the guns firing before the VC shot my legs from under me. | would

héveHednwap RIS ITIEaIPARfea Quick Reaction Team (15 Air Police QRT).
We were assigned a truck and dispatched to a location on the Air Base's south

perimgtetulsouthedfritigs dremgéthe RYMN divldjersvammdedsireandacrossdirs, roductn ovidre
siddg rupttackn by hecddith et &mglBhttaliold him that | couldn't operate the 20mm
He then told me that they had a .30 cal. O cal. A-4 machine gun with plenty of

uns.
Nerrennhas Rhss MIASPIIDRINRFELiAG. Athlid 3 adhof dRokRERI WV ARhAVY e\#loRRAd the
rsiraniadnadarNAadRbLIRRItHR-RNRE S8 WhsidrOlsIead WassedRs®® Bick.
SRR FRUSEhAe iead WrdiahRr R thelryebgeaHRth IBF tHa RSN RA A HSeSGUEN
sisle dpwuasdsiestighhditel wiskigditiaRr o figeasisdamndPithgivesitide. |
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everything that moved. AtbadkVdisdidiar S sNeilinandpeirting out targets; | shot
everything he pointed at. It lvqietpegﬁ (2] ém"gﬁp make it to the holes in the

wire; their entry/exit point. The A I%?é@@?ﬁ es from rounds in the belt that
had been hit. | pulled the action back, ejecting the ou ed round, and the gun continued

to fire. We don't know how many de%/jdggr\(vgu the VC took with them through
the holes in the fence. It appears t fq’% en they got outside the wire; but
they kept coming back to cover the wﬂ%\%raw %thelr assault force on base. It was
almost day |I8/ht now and we were getting no resistance from the south side of the road.

"l immediately lost 11 of my 15-man chk eaction Team (QRT). Two killed, and nine wounded."
the ruc er flred fro the Q? {1 side of the road; we
; ??3 F BaRe BREH I R REran was
ﬁﬁ%% @ég He @from very close. The two Air Police on my

e e

a foot that was almost shot off at the ankle—only skin held his foot on. | told everyone
iabaidgheir fire; that we needed the prisoners. They came on in; an RVN soldier ran
37 Ahdatit ledlieeesyitT anpEdei-NBhoNBasdh&IBRd. | jumped in and told other Air
Bobeer) todaksat @cietytholivdsegerhaw RainyadBdely: RidNprotect them. These were
i(ratabhernisoners taken in the action. The attacking forces on base were trying to
BEkeThelicwayidhterglingr PRaiREel AMBARE! RYN:

366th Security Police Sq, Ba Nang Air Base, RVN.
ABAsbrsahTHeodicsSa.mMhaobianiasIriadyassd Atvenm jengyiviaBasee Mébers of
my QRT, that were not wounded, were being relieved along with all other Air Police
RathBReeerdesd 868 pvasdohersipranubiitsHifeY ) ItadkeadikéthadyBin tbareiteer
ursiay WasehKepdblivief Eistgaimdl prast atlemding ©lapsasraoes detied: hy snecidlisle
eaplits Rt shenst&esartgolakeresdinherutisxplotedt diadines (0. G ExpMdive
Biteanyeap NGQEDH DY) Air Police Training at Pleiku Air Base, RVN. At that time | was
training 263 Air Police and 133 Air Police Augmentees in the M16 Rifle, .38 caliber
revolver

Wi A8 30O QB 2R SAYNSECERATASIN- 20 HeRalidSaRHERSY B SMHgPSRS @
wmnﬁJéﬁfﬁngC% -8 RERIRARAiBRY LA S ERRRME Nt i Sherker Brciifed,
RPRIRS: |§§§8ﬂ'ﬁ)‘%ﬁ‘§”§&f&ﬂlﬂm CReRGAdNBIMRRRRY! %ﬁ%“ﬂ?a%u%%@i@%ﬁfrﬂ%ﬂdﬂ%rs
checked the wear on their clothlng Some of the stocks on their weapons were wore
o i fiomareingEeeard AR e oBR ANl ATy BEs el O es A6l
HR9ER wgsefﬁevwr?@)laﬁe%nyﬂsgﬁénew wqmrﬁmt@ fiam%dcﬁm\mﬁfﬂeegﬁa%o

FAAIR ST 6 AN RS e iR BRSFONRG L 0d XN A TR TWAED
{@g@g Ayhileothers appeared to be in their Iate 30 s. Those killed at very close range

12 to 15 yards) and hit in the head by M16 rounds (5.56mm), their heads exploded,
And0$onkyat bagisignatiessvesadmatiere Criicto RentarirframdieiriBodiesPdlico @R aj.
Wemae eobes sigaetiiranaruiddied géigp stvbrthing shiddhtyrhath—theinlivaBase's south
perimeter, south of the hangers, flight line, revetments, and runways, which were
Im&eteheickdsr the Retisiela drhorBattalivie attending the Vietnam Security Police
Association reunion, | met Mr. Ted. We know now that a lot of the 14th Viet Cong
Biategesneddiasoaredleratieippbd dp thebddedefatimy wate ale sloprebihet
Bucktandhentagexi pemdeddiiradkHpw A theasentesidmafdheras Wiers there was

some cover. The road was higher than the level ground and was slanted on the south

Aldagemaidatesightaitemwithvaditigidask andheeastedicing e wasiside. |

Vietnam Security Police Association, Inc. (USAF)
Updated: 10/11/2020 Edited & Compiled by Don Poss, VSPA LM-37 Page 4 of 5



4 DEC 1966 Attack on Tan Son Nhut Air Base, by the14th Viet Cong Battalion.
Written by Olbert H Hiett, TSgt (USAF Ret. SP)

briefing. Attack on Tan Son Nhirt Air Base

One of the things that | stresgé’ahvyé%m w&r‘Another was we were in a
perfect position to use fragmentafidA®ERIREREE6 We could have bombarded the
VC reinforced platoon; ended our situation quickly, and inflicted greater casualties on
the enemy. We also needed an M&Y @eerhih) @khine gun; and we had no
communications. 1967-1968

Ornrtingeéiaeriyrigsoll 4 dDegetbbean 1966 Beacsbabeatnd@RTihEvaykitked\arfdolice wgaided.”
made contact with the Viet Cong that were trapped on base, and in the entry/exit area.
#rDsiesanbend 966a Tare ot Nhotviis Bask; Bepedliwic VM, vaasl-grenades,
atlarkesl dfjethmdddviies Gong&sttalioPolice, and Air Police K-9 dog handlers already
engaging the Viet Cong. | would rush from one area to another where contact was
Relw,

_ S0¢ Biestopprarant Qe diidHeNoRet @334 beser 'GiH AlNR8BEong
MiRBa R4S JOWES 26OREG 1B IPRPaBh LR HHEd4es on two Viet Cong and
twg?d him with a knife before they were shot dead by Air Police.

O D BHCERlisS 9966 aneRRaYs MeRtdRPS. Pleiku Air Base, RVN and
BRAndiaRmPAEReRBh RRlirensh FRariRaNaid Bass 2B Years old, | don't believe |
(/ﬁﬁt%%‘?%)gain come as close to death as | did from 1:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on 4
Pibehsdcabbig e TaNSo R LR ANBAsSageiRaMY: No event in my life remains so
vRRI Seckery iRGEHoSe FrdNang &4 R8RS bBINY frightened and concerned about
af3spertHEniolisR §ﬁd|\ﬁ5@r-&ﬁﬁﬁeﬁ)ﬂé9€mﬁmd§m JiiANgeNoBRSBgR¥N-angry and

determined to prevail.
On 4 December 1966 | was on temporary duty (TDY) to the 377th APS, Tan Son

Nmiia o BRsd/) Riep liblimoé Vietd ais ohe ad Hiteenidie d\eldsdEecwrdaoted/ KYwsglecialist
Reaction Reckr dlatd\ReseaychdexboratoBeoartire Codt22 3 edlibeh€sobBmome Mdfl hem
Rifiel HavaseCQrCeerfi Ain¢wtivat GeainiAd atriéleileneAdvEaded RAENP Wiplkatiéare | was
trecuraji@s 3MAimoliCelandri@ AiAindroRddiels erpkekl dattevid 16 Riftede3B caliber
pesituenously.

Model 15, S&W), M60 machine gun (7.62mm), M-79 grenade launcher (40mm), 50
iRy thedrrsl d Was e latied J%f@gvakg Bless1al olaring edratled,
FR{HER 3 JeUReRINe! ¥BHeduling, teaching, coaching, and training assistantinstructors.

tS S it lj
@ﬁ\i%%&&@%cu%%&%ggﬁce barracks at 1:00 a.m. when the base came under
atfack by the 14th Viet Cong Battalion. | immediately grabbed my M16 rifle and 360

rounds of ammo, revolver and 50 rounds, and reported to Central Security Control

(CSC) for duty.
PS: If you read this synopsis and you are one of the other 11 QRT members

At Giptnd-Wats ArEiERed Rl Igqganel a Quick Reaction Team (15 Air Police QRT).
We were assigned a truck and dispatched to a location on the Air Base's south

perimeter, south of the hangers, flight line, revetments, and runways, which were
under attack by the 14th Viet Cong Battalion.

We reached our assigned location at 1:15 a.m. | looked at my watch. We stopped the
truck on the road; unloaded, lined up on the southside of the road where there was
some cover. The road was higher than the level ground and was slanted on the south
side towards a slight ditch with a little bank on the eastside, and on the west-side. |
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