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IHEROLUTCILON

At 0130 hours on 1 July 1965, hostile forces of the Vies Cong made
‘s commando Uype abbtack on Da llang Air Base, Although the eitack lasted
only a short time, domage wes extensive. A VC force off-b:z e launcined
a worver abtteck, during which e force of approximately 20 VC penetrated
the perimeter and placed sabchel charges under airereft. The Security
Police and external forces countered the ensulng sttack. Tnis SEA
Scenarlo will describe that combat situation end indicabe winab enemy
actions weve taken and discuss the counter asctions.

ORI ECTIVE

The objective in studying and analyzing this ebtteck and friendly
counteractions, is to strengthen the students knovledsze of some of the
besic princinles of tectics and otvher gigaificant factors. This will
enable you o relate principles to facts end become femilier with some
of the typicel problems involved.

To achieve this objective it is desired that stuvdenis:

Becone familier with the {typicel enemy threat egsinst Alr Bases
in V.M.

Be gble to recognlze dbasic principles ees related to fects and othex
significant factors in ewploying Corbat Security Police forces.

Become fomilier with combat actions involved in defending sgainst
an enexy uwttack,

Develop the ebility to evaluste Air Base Defense operations and
develop lessons learved for future .actions.

SITUATION AUD SETTITG

Do Nang Air Pasze is Jocated sbout 2 nmiles southwest of Da Hang
City in Quong lz Provinee. It is an old gir Base'(a*a lewst 30 yesrs)
thot was doveleoved by thz French ernd labey the Jopznese duwrdinz Wi II.

Following the collspse of bthe Fronch in 1955, the Vietnamese Jovermmsnt
operzbed Lt wntil the U.8. Forcss boeams irvolved in VI, The base
vhicn 5 & Joi - of ie 3h0 miles novih of Coigon and
Bh miles south of ths M. It lies on ¢ rcopbol plone with vivers and
trivuie % 3 2 uiles tooth oend the Souil Thine Jea

" N, b P o+

22, e Do lang bay 4
i
-

* % EN * O . % o
ie aboud Fy miler Lo tha easht.


http:llt;�.ne
http:I':-:.oz
http:e,b:tlity.to
http:o.ntUyz:t.ng
http:ail�cl'P.ft
http:cle.m1?.ge
The Poss Family
Highlight

The Poss Family
Highlight

The Poss Family
Highlight


The swrrounding terrain is fairly built up, and the der ity of
buildings incresses on the northeast side into the suburbs of the city
of Da Hang. To the southeast, south snd scuthwest are flat 1 vel
plains.

Da Meng,vhich is one of the busiest Air Bases in the werld, supports
air operations by USAF, U.S. MHarines, and the VIIAF., The USA¥ Tactical
Fighlter Wirz operates primarily asgainst Horth Viet Fam. The hase also
supports & tremendous logistical system for I Coxps in V.H.

The Seécurity Police Squadron at the time had 2 officers and 161
airmen to provide close in secuvity for USAF resources and caunbonuent
exreas. The primary internal base defense was the responsibility of the
VNAF. U.S. Marines manncd defensive positions esround the airfield bound-
ary. Outer area defense was the responsibility of I Corps, ARVH.

DBecause of the puilt-up areas around the base, enemy mortar and
swall seéale assanlts were feagible at the time. A ninizaum amount of
intelligence vas svailsble at the time since the atbacking force of
approximabely 100 nen assembled and treined for 30 deys in an eres only
10 km south of the base. DBased on the deployment of externzl forces,
an enemy force the size of a company would run a risk abtempting to

_intiltrate the base. However, the fact that they were able to reach the .
‘aircreft, sttests to the adventsge which aecrues to an offensive guerrills
force in terms of element of swrorise. (Further informstion on the size
snd disposition of VC forces in the Queng iem Province during July 1565
~and items of current intelligence information was not availeble for *this_ ;

study. )

Proxinity of Da I%a'mg to the DMZ and the Laotian border meant thet
the base was continuously susceptivle to large scale NVA ection.

FRIEWDLY PIANS AND DEPLOYMENT

Up to the time of this sbtack there had been no recorded infiltra«
%ion etbacks sgeinst USAF Air Bases. (The Bien Hoa atiack of Hov 196k

. was with mortars only). Consequently, Security Police Forces at Da lang
- were linited in size and cxternsl defense arrangements were not Tvlly

- integroted and coordinated,

Considerivg ocubter area def
“ pibple. Dispositicn of tho AR F
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occupied block houses at the Air Base boundary. Concertina and barbed
wire fencing in three fence barriers were emplacad, and U.S. warine 2
man valking patrols covered arees along the fence line. Inside the
perimeter of the Air Base the ViAF was primarily responsible for intermnal
base defense. USAF Security Folice were responsible for close-in secu-
rity of USAF resources and cantonment arcas.

At the time of the attack F-102 oircraft were parked in an un-
reveted restricted area. Adjacent to the F-102 area were two C~130
aircraft in fighter revetments end one C-130 parked on an unreveted hard-
stend.

One Security Policemen was posted in the north side of the C-130
area, anotvher Security Policeman was posted on the south sids. One
augmentee vas posted in the center of the srea. A Security Police mobile
patrol was covering the area.

Strength of the Security Police unit was 2 officers and 161 air-
men.

ENEMY ACTIONS

The Viet Cong ferce, from a position immediately outside the south-
east corner of the base esteblished two mortar positions outside the
base. These werc used to fire at the sircreft parking area. Two eneny
rifle plstoons estzblished positions to cover .the assault team. At 0130
hours a Security Police motor patrol in the viecinity of the C-130 parking
area observed the assault team inside the perimeter fence. Tols tean
hzd penetrated the three fence barriers at o point approximetely 13C0
feet from a Marine bunker past and approximately 700 fecet from enother.

(o)

The assault force exchanged small arms fire with the Security Folice-
msn on motor patrol, vho had discovered them and also with the Security
Policeman at the north end of the C-130 area. The enemy team then ran
toward the C-130 area throwing hand grenades and satchel charges undsr
aircraft and into tents.

2

Within 5 minutes the enemy withdrew under covering fire from the
sguad and their support platoons off«base.

Fortar fire in the F-102 erea wzs from a position epproximaitely
g

o
2500 feet south of the air sirip.

Lo
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FRIEWDLY COUMTERACTIONS

When the Security Policemen on vehicle patrol observed the VC
force inside the perimeter he took cover under his vehicl= and fired
four rounds from his .38 caliver pistol. He was killed b return
fire.

The Security Policeman posted at the north end of tii2 C-130
ares also exchanged fire with the V.C. He expended about 40 rounds
and then withdrew.

The actions by these two Securily Policemen denied the VC an
opporbunity to place demolidion charges withovt being interrupted.
After quickly throwing grenasdes and a few satchel cherges, the V.C.
withdrew.

The VC morter sttack was detected by Marine countercortar rader
and Marine axrtillery ves directed on the mortar position. One company
of Mavines in conjunction with SV RiWes sveph the ares betveen
the airfield end the nearby river.

ARVl units swept the area for several miles south of the Alr
Base the following morning. '

One VC was ceptured.

TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS

1. Becurity Police forces were not responsible for securing the vase
perinmeter. -

2. The enemy wes not detected until they were inside the perlmeter
fence.

*
»

3. DExtermal defenses were léosely coordinated.

h. VC prematurely leunched their atback.

5. All but one enemy were able to eszizpe. .

6. There was no edvance intelligence concerning the ettack.
T. Although attnck was brilef consider;.ble damage was causecd.

8. .Security Police disposition and arcmment wes minimal.

z
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OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

1. De Nang is a joint USAF VHAF base.
2. Attack vwas well orgenized and rehearsed by YC.
3. Alarm wds given by Security Policemsn on vehicle patrol.

4. Off-base mortar fire was not sufficient to pin down frierdly
forces.

5. Statistics in the attack vere as follovs:

STATISTICS OF DA MANG ATTACK (1 July 1965)

Personnel Casuslties:

KIA 3 Friendly (Including 2 Marines)

Aircraft end Eguipment:

‘Pestroyed 3¢C 130's

3F 102's
Damaged. 4 7 102's

One member of VO attack force cepiured.

SUMMARY AND COHCLUSIONS

This Viet Cong attack was a typical guerrilla type assault on
an Air Base. Tae attackers were well organized and well equipped
although the ettack lasted only & chort time considerable darmazge to
airerait vwas experienced. 3By using the eleient of surprise azd meixing
8 quick withdxewal the base was disrupted, € airevaft were destroyed.
Fortunutely casualiies were light. Irmcdiate resistarce by Sceurity
Police on duty caused the enemy to abteck prematurely and decreesed the
effectiveness of the enaay actions,

Wt


The Poss Family
Highlight

The Poss Family
Highlight

The Poss Family
Highlight

The Poss Family
Highlight


Some of the conelusions which cen be drewn from anslysis of
this attack concern:

1. Intelligence

2. Areas of responsibility

3. Deployment of forces, enemy and Iriendly

%, Firepover, enemy and Triendly

5. Slze of forces deployed

6. Timeliness of reaction forces

T. ¥riendly artillery reaction

~ Using the principles learned to dete snd the dsta described in

this scenario, exemine aad objectively enzlyze the significant poinis
of this attack. Discuss the friendly end ensmy achbions taken. Relote
principles to the Facts as shovn and debermine what actions (other

then these which oceurred) that could have been employed to counter the
atback.

. It is not necessary to determine the one best solution (there mey
Pe a number of alternstives which would have acaieved sound resulis).
The objective is to develop a better understanding of the protlems in-
volved and to improve student obilities to employ Security Policcamen in
coubat security operations.


http:o.bilit:f.es

	20 VC penetrate Perimeter
	VC OBJECTIVE
	Situation and Setting (Background)
	Air Police Squadron manpower
	Attacking Force & Training
	Outer Area of Defense
	Inside Area of Defense
	Enemy Actions
	Friendly Counteractions
	Two SP Actions deny VC free access
	Tactical Considerations
	Other Considerations
	Statistics of Da nang Attack
	3 KIA, 6 AC Destroyed, 4 AC Damaged
	Summary and Conclusions



