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WELCOME MESSA CE 

Lt. Col. TRAN VAN HAI 
Bif'flhoa P~o~ ince Chief 

I wou Id like to c x l<"n<t to you, th c members of .\JI ie<I 
Forc@s ~crvin g in Suuth \ iel11a1n, a J1e:lrly and w a rru -..ve~co me 

to Dien-Hoa Provin cc . Yca ur pres.cncc bct·c is ,grc-aUy ~P1,reci:i lecl 

by young ancl old, and a1ortr~ys. the sincer ity or our nllics "' 
kcepi nu South Vieln:btll and a ll of Soul hcnst As ia free .. 

No a mounit or \Vords c::t n express our deep apprec:iation 

fOL'" Ulc w<>rk you arc doing; \Ye can only conlinuo Lo \Velcom~ 

you 'vilh 01,cn arnu; and h~pc your slay Is educational~ 

enlightening :lnd r cw:lrding. I \Vist1 nil of you, good luck
7 
gr~al 

safety, :ln<I 111:lny lhanks. 



BIEN HOA HISTORY 

Tltc Vic lnamcse wonl c Bien » n1caus f t'Ot:'ili~r ; ll1c Vie t­
namese word c Hoa :o hi\pllus the idea or J>~acc anti qui:ct. thus 
Ui,·ing us the IJRSi~ for r eficrr-ing to 13.ieti Uo:.a 9S tht' rronti.cr of 
JlMee in South Vletn:un. The French, during their l enur~ in 
th is country rercrre<I to the city as « Porte de In P:•i~ », \\'hich 
translated means « d<>or or peace». 

Bien Hoa is dh•ided into ~()C\'Cn districts, (the district i s 

compar.able lo lhe coun lrles in your home stale}, c:aeh district 
being headed by a dislricl chief, {milita ry), and further 
~dminh;tcrcd by civilian agencies. The district chiE'f, Ii\ 21tddition 
to his duties or local governnrnnt ndtnti11is tra tor, is r.cs11onsiblc 
for tbe conduct of n1ilitary opernt ions jn l1is district. In effect, 
he i~ the oYerall cotnmanclcr of lite Regiona J :.nu Popular 
Forces lo the di~t rlct. 

The ntajor porli0on of the i:ubabila11ls :ire native South 
Vietnantes.c, but other nntior.u1lill~.s and clhnic groups do exist 
ns follows ; Montsgnard, ~orlb Viotn.amc.se rl!fu_gees, Cambo. 
di.ans, Gh lnese.. French, Ila llans, rndians, nnd one Atueri~n. 
Tlle <>n.~ American is. a. prj~t presently \Vi()t'ki~1g . nnd r¥li~_l~g 
in Ho Nai vJllage, Due TU! P istrlcl. 

Bien Hoa Province has 214.476 '.hectares of J and area. A 
J(r'6Gt deal Of this is b&AVIJ)ti \.'\'Ood~d and not suited ror 
Clllti\':ll ion. Those Al"'eas, not h~«tvily \\·oo dcd, are quite tcrtllc 
and provide a -vast web of rice fields throughout thcl seven 
di:stricts. !Rubber pla ntatlons ~ lso spot the · Jund, particularly 
in Due Tu, C<>ng Thanh, Nhon Tr:tch. and l.ong Thauh 
llfti lricts . The clirnnte In Bien lI<>a is sin1iEinr to the climsta 
in most of Soulhca~t Asia ; two scaso ns prim:1rily, dry nnd 
wet. The dry season normally runs Irom N ovemlJct:' to April, 
~od U\f) \Yet seS\SQID fro tn May lhtrollgll 0 clobc r. Due to t110 
abundaoco of rain and thci water of tho Dong Nai river, 
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rlcc and :fruit pr<lduction are constant ; Uien Hoa i s ~specially 
" ·ell kno·wa for it's 11raperruit. Other industry in Dien Hoa 
Includes ; weaving mills, paper fan factories, and brick 
f:tclori.es. Duo \\'Cs'l or Oien Ho:. Airbase :ls located the Buu 
Long rock .qu:\rrl~s. This intluslry contributes a great deal lo 
ti\~ nntion:.I ind us trial dev~lop n\e nt progrnn1. In the l wo 
southern districts of Bien Ho!l. QuanJ( Xuyc n :.nd Can Gio, \\.'~find 
th~ fn,'oritC' fi~hing ~pots and thC' fishing industry. Cnn Gio 
pro,.-id c:\ an abun<l a nee or d rlicio u~ shrimp which are sold 
nation wide. or further inlc-rest to you is th~ lnc1 tlrnt Can Gio 
IS only a !\wenly fh·e minutr -chopper ride front Bien Hoa, 
in~uiring the ruct tbat it is ()(}~~iblr: to have fresh sbrin1p on 
your table. Fior thuse· of )t<>u intere~tcd ~n buying orienta t 
pottery, Bic n J lo~ city prov ldf'~ a h •gb ninl:sUc .- n<l re-asonably 
priced pottery f:ict ory. J.oc!lted on ~;• Uonal l\on•e I, n-:xt \o 
~go Quyen high School the rnctcry not only produces pottery 
of your ctlo i cc-, hut nlso tr3ins pottery sculpt<>rs and tee hnici~ns. 
All oC the potte ry can l>e ordered an cl purchased al the factory·. 

CL;STO~IS 

The \°ictnnn1cse J)Coplc persist in prcscr\.'ins ancient riles 
and lrad ilion:tl customs. .\ pr!mary sourct- or h;ip pin~$S in 
tll~i r l:ifc i~ the close a:ssociution between family memb~n. You 
should tnak~ <'VE-ry ~tt~m pt to rccoJ.:nize these feelings in ~·ollng 
=-~~sociation " ·i th the J>COJlle. The \" i~t n31nc-se people :.are very 
,._·arn1 and f rien•lly l<> the outsider. and you can expect at 
times lo bc- in\'llcd lo e3l "·ilb then1 .· Jn <lo ln,g so you pay 
UitHh a great honor ; eat \'lelna mese style and don't \vorr:y ;r 
the ehiop~tick~ W()n't '\\'Ork, your ho~t " 'ill b• \f(!fy toler-!lnt 
and m uy ~v en l(h't' ~·ou Jus..-;ons in r>roµer u~(\. Thl'ra are no 
in,·oh·ed courtesit1~ l<> .bl• foil owed wl1cn !lssociat~ng ,,·ith 
Utt pl·oplc ; good ba~d c ::.cts of courtesy· \-.rill sufli ce. Act the 
\\

0 1)'"' you would at hornc or vdtll your friends. Churches and 
Pagotlas; pu bll c huildlng 1, and rc.:sturau nl!i receive &he ~ame 
t\ ttenti-on and res pcct as Lhosc in yo,nr countr)·. 

SIG.HTSEEl~G A~U J>I~I~<~ 

Bien fl oa City is blos.scd with n1:iny area~ attractiYc to 
lbc eye or &he ca meira bug and to tllo stom:ich of tho gourn1ct. 
1··or ~i.ghheoin1, we rccoan mend ) 'OU ' "isil son1c of the 176 
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pa godas or 58 churches ; or travel lo Cba\11 'l' hoi 111ounlain oti1 
the Saigon - Dien Ho:a highway. \\'her& Is lo.cated nn a ncien I 
pagoda . Also a trip to Bu·u Long n\ount~in \\'ill re'\'cal o vfe\t.' 
or the oeount.ryside, complete ·with Du·drllli~t St:ttue surrounded 
b;!t· tlo,••er gardens. !\. Sund:.y airtc:rnoon \\'alk ·up the casl bank 
or th~ Dong Sai t•l\•er provides CXCllllent viewing of the 
provlncltl offiec !buildings, Province Chief"s hotnc "·ith floral 
gardens, fi:\ hi nu s=-n1 pans, and young Vietnamese "·omen 
dr(lssed in thie traditional .r\o Oatl dress. For yonr dining 
pl~asure try the Tuyet Hong and Tan Hirp resluraunts 1-ocated 
on the Dong N.ai river. II-ere yon ,,·ill eat \y1)ic;al Vietnamese 
food al reasonable prit.;cs. If you prefer French $tyle food, the 
LaPlage and Peacock rcsturC\unts shou 1<1 ~"' hfy yQur t3stes. 

If y·ou run jnt.o any trouble locating p.Jace~ you \\" ish to 
see, nsk satil~onr, ~·ous:d bC! surprised ho\\· ·easy it is to 
tom nntnicate in two diff.ere!':t language:-;. 

POPUl..ATCO~ ST.\TJSTICS 

nuc T·u 
Long Thanh 
Cong Tbanlt 
Di An 
Nhon Trijcb 
Can Gio 
Quang Xuyen 

1.a.a, 7;4 
2(i,{1Jj 

t,l,220 
30,403 
17,iOO 
S,2.a6 
6,678 

PRO\'l~CE OFFICIAl,,S 

Lt. Col. TR .. .\~ v .\~ R Al Provi nee Chi~r 
Deputy - Chief ~Ir. HO Tll AXIi NllO~ 

!\faj . PHAM \"AS ~If A~ 

Dr. NGUYEN Dl~H cu~O"NG 
Mr, D1JQS(i BINll 1-lOJ 

- BOA~ TJIAN S<J'N 
- ~GUYEN ~INlll CHAU 
· - TRAN SI HUAX 
- lllf AY DUC BAO 

- 1 .. 1-: VAN MAt; 

- :; -

J)E-puty interior of securJLy 
Chier of health service 

PQlke Chief 
Ghicu Hoi Chier 

,.IS Chief 
Public work Chier 

Director Ngo Quyen 
scconda ry school 

Technical High 
school Principal 



Bti'u long PagodiJ 

GiSc P~goJa 
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Welcome guide produced for Allied troops stationed in Bien Hoa province, circa 1964-1965. 
This particular copy was given to Sergeant Peter Foster, an engineer with the New Zealand Army 
Detachment (NEWZAD) on his arrival in Vietnam. 
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