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(Article & Photo Courtesy of James Harvey) 

“From the coming of the first sentry dog teams in July 1965 until 4 
December 1966, no known penetrations took place in areas patrolled by 

dogs. But on the 4th of December, sappers aided by good weather and the 
terrain slipped through a sentry dog post at Tan Son Nhut. The infiltrators 

were spotted when they tried to penetrate a second (backup) post. The 
alarm voiced by the handler at the second post alerted the air base, 

triggering a defense force counterattack that staved off major damage and 
wiped out the enemy raiding party. During the fighting, sentry dog forces in 

South Vietnam sustained their first casualties: one handler and three sentry 

dogs killed, two handlers and one sentry dog wounded.  In the ensuing years 
of the war, the sentry dogs saw no combat of this size. Nevertheless, they 

quietly showed their value as sturdy, versatile, detection devices” 

Above from History of Air Base Defense of Vietnam  1961-1973 

http://www.vspa.com/k9/downloads/Air_Base_Defense_RVN.pdf 
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