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By Sgi. John Gundersdor!

tEaditor's Note: This is the second
purt of 2 condinuing series o6 secunity
policemien as exemplified by Tan Son
Nhut's $TTih Security Police Squasl-
wanh

TAN 508 NHUT — They're callod
everyihing in the bk Py
Sagon Wamger Compound Cam
mianda and Four letbor insulis

What the average person who is of
teny qubck to sbuse, gnore or dsull e
Hlue htlmeted air rop diean’y know js
that this palicesman understands how
low wsther poople can slosp. The mam
e of the XiTth Security  Police
Sepnadron on Tan Son Nlhut AR sce the
resills of people wha abuse  drigs
They knows that thelt s & major pmb
lom on e huge nir base Thes 1e
aware thal Saigon s 8 cily whore the
uisuspecting are often Neeced, politspd
and prugged. They  have seen (he
Uliisdly irmilic sccidents ihsl mann
aml kil

Accorduig 0 3TTh SPS elficials
narcatics, thefis and traffic accidents
are the beggest problems that the po
liciamen lace

Capt. Gary Redecker, a graduate of
1he Army Ranger School and Green
Bered Trainbng, whe s now the Law
Enfereement Officer a1 Tan San Nhat,
Bebigves thal the loosl Back markel
helps cause much of 1he crime

U0 prey ldes & market place for sto-
bony 1tgma,** e said. “And 11 adds o
the permissive atmusphere over hore
The lemplition s (ere béeause o
people have & 1ot and the Vietnamese
dbon'l have mn moch.

Captinn Hedeoker  afon eaplumad
Ihat imventory shorlages nre some
lunes peparteld as ihefis He blamed
the frvquent changeover in persaine]
and thee lodt continuty  of pricedures
as e main l'ulilnl Wi s siisution

Tis cope with the maiy probbems on
the legge Bawe, the law  enboreomeni
errlion hae & pumber ool oliveese
spansibilinies

e
Podivwmen gianil conn

prnrills mmd the mmaon gae e act
e pustoms sgepls of ride 6 roviee
patrels, There are sis active patrale sl
all timpes on hase, one ks & juimg pElrol "
with the YNAF. Dther socurity peilicr
men Fide with Army Military Police in
Salged oF sorve in a upecial Hesources
Protection Flight known s+ the Blue
Flugh

In many ways the section s similar

1o & big city pollce depariment. There »

I# a disk sergeant and police o)
patcher. Also, o small investization

e imvestigation is lumed over to ih

Air Foree's
wra il gal s

MSut. Juhn Aver. head man of on
ul this peliice Mlights, sand that the car
tammment ares guards have a hankles
pole. “They're present o hwlp oon
erbry dito Uhe varous areas ™ ho ex-
plalned. “This is 1o help keep down
thefts and provide security.

M oone secasion, & roanl sobosd
st hing: suspiebous aloul one of e
maide who worked in the dining hall
Me ealled for the joint pateol and Iy
foumd the maid hod a deren L
stullied into her brassivre | 2oess e
guard notheed that sometliing was oni
ol progortion,” Sergean! Auver sald
jokingly. {

While the geards ure posied at i
enirance o e cantonmenl ANeas. *\
roving police palrols fuam the hse

Sul. Ron Yarnall knows that mis
ol the work, such as up'plfhﬂlﬂ
Iratfic viokiders or osorting 8 drugl
bk 80 his hodfih ol mighi, s I‘mltm
Decasionally & MNeht will bresk ool Y
gurvet il Ae clha wod B panrol s ealbd
lii b0 separaie The pariiclpasils

“We try 1o deal Tarly wilh evere
one,” Sorgeant Yornall said. “Whey
yomi eoane mghl dow i 1o 0L were all ip
the smme besl We Iyt @iV everys
une (he same (realment thal se'd
wanl to el

SMSg1. Weldon Freeman, SCUIC of

Oilier ol Special |
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he law enforcement sectlon, vxplain-
ed, "My people rarely come back 1o
e asking whal happened (o o perso
' really none of our business. We're
nol the judge, we'ee just @ reporting
agency."

Sut. Richard Marchani knows thai
Aometimes betag @ nice guy et sesy
bul |1 dees puy off. “For thive nighis
Im & row 1 had 10 break up fghts th
e parlicular persan started,” he re-
called. “Finally, after fhe third time
he promised me that be would quil
drinking and [ wouldn't have 1o worry
aboul b any more, | haven't heand
anything bad ghagt him since,”

598t. Bruce Banner, & ek ser
et and diyg, gy oper for 10 years, said
that mml‘hn be's embarrassed bo
‘Hdl::lhp“hl ta lake care of same of
the be gors. Since he's been ai
Tan San Khuy antmaly have oo his
hicke headuche. 1104 had 10 send pa-
trolh 10 chase o water by falo out of W
HvIng ares and had My chaning alter
a pol monkey in & hangar
VHTAT patrol IHEY wcludes s

NAF policemen. catled ge
Canlt). and ' BEAF palicerscs ‘,‘,"",‘:?
far the most aclive patol

Ench day, Sg1 Clyde Crome. wii
has been working the Joinl patro) fug
sin mohibe, mmkes sure (hat be oy o
large supply of forme to take siate
mvents freoem mdeviduals

T'm ol concerned with the mor
mal sl thal happeis on the base,"
iy pplaineld "Whal The QC pnad | i
westlgate are any incidents fvelving
lith Amencans and Vietnamess, "

ie e
Eedp e wm g
AL )
"

wilking up to the gate who resembled
the description they gave me” Ser-
weant Murchant said, “He had an D
card and pass, which turned sut 1o be
falve. 1 msked bim to wait while |
check the potier.'

The serpeant sard the  poster
mulched ihe man and i ihe end be
surretidersd rathos meakly

The mim wha work the main gaie
nol only make the most areests, bt
ey wlso take the tnost abuse.

Sgt. Frank Lester said, “Lots of
dudes will try o tell you they don't
need o pass, We get ealled pig
Snigon ranges, All the while we've gol
to keop our coal,™

The policemen al the gule sce the
law gbmaed too often by a fow people.
Sgt. Louis Everetl related thot eoe
day he found 18 ration cards and over
12,000 an one porson. Another guand
pleked up & man alter 8 package of he-
rodn dropped out of his pockel when he
reached fer his wallet

For all the men of the law enforce-
menl section thire i some type of

slisily svsk ARE Tlom Rimpssn, & new
vl Bo Tan Som Nk, wasd ihal in

his fursd Bive days on basa he had wa
people inke swinige ol him. Nel. bhe
wilded], they were b drunk aesd
alin’l know whai they were dolng.

While ther is an everpresent an.
SEE N even mutmal police work, Ihere
is wlin a large wmount ol respomi
haliny
SMEgl Thurmond W, Moars, 371K
S8 fien METECEnl, Was an air oop lor
16 years befare he wenl inte the fiesg
sergenm leld. Mow aher four years
alesnce, ie's back with o securily po-


mailto:cepenley@chartertn.net

Tan Son Nhut AB: 377th SPS, Law Enforcement, Saigon: 7th AF News, submitted by Charles Penley. 1971.

. l‘- v A Fivr Floda by AN Jerk Cavmes
Security policeman o, airmon ol main gaote

Sergeant Cionic’s favorite pariney
s Spt Viong Linh Yan who spraks
Muert English and hus bees working
the joant patrol for six FE@rs,

"We have un undesstanding of ench
other” Serpeant Van amd "Sa we
work very well together,” Sergoean)
Cronic echoed this when he said that
I trusted Van 108 per cent

Sinee securily was  lghtened
wround the main gate last summer, in.
clibents, sapecially those lnvalving nar-
cotics wnd thelts, have shown a sign
Meeant decrease while arresis have
alightly increased

Five policemen wark the  main
eate, two checking passes of  (hoe
leaving and three men walching those
entering the base, Out of ihe thou-
wands of US. military personnel who
enier and leave the base daily, there
are lew without proper identiflication,
carrying illegal drugs and even some
men Abwent Without Olficial Leave

Ope dramatic incident demonstra
ted the uleriness of the men wha wark
thin busy posi. Several monihs ago,
Sergeant Murchani coptured one of
he 18 most waniied men o Vielnam
who hod escaped conlinement

Sergeant Marcham said that ihe
real eredii for the capture should go li
two off duty air policemen who
thoughl they had recosmised & man
they hod seen on 0 wanted poster

“The nexi moming @ man came
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e wwing

“The legal napects have changed &
biv," e sald “Now the alr cop st
know mare aboul the law and proce
durea, and aboil aubjects o seaich
and sednpre, The aif policemen  miasd
know (hese things just like any palice-
man."

Peesently these subjecls are cov.
ered only brefly during e police
man's (raining. (mee be arrves lor
duty, he is ofien given more training
an ke particular job he will be per-
forming.

Another concern that affects (b
sverage mir ocop is ha mmage. Ne
doesn'l like the abuse that hie oflen
kst turn his back to. Sergeant Yar
nall daid, “I's & shame that the anly
lime young troops meel the police i
when they're in trouble.™

He suggesied thal @ communily e
lations program would help improve
the mir policemen's image, In fact, he
would like 1o see youny policemen talk
to e Lroops 1 undt meetings such 85
Commander's Calls.

Certainly being a policeman lsn't
an easy |ob. A good policeman has o
Wive up purt of his individuality every
Hmee he puts on his badge, Perhaps (oo
wflen ihe average porson forgeis that
behind the blue holmet and stecl shield
m & man whose very presence iu ime
portant Inr everyone's safeiy
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