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MARVIN A HELDERMAN

Shortly after midnight in the early hours of / December 1966 a heavily
armed Viel Cong force executed a disciplined, orderly and undetécted penetration
of the West perimeter fence of Tan Son Nhut Air Bage, Republic of Vietnam, in
an effort to destroy United States Air Force weapons systems, vital support |
elements, and cause death and wreek havoc among the United States personnel
stationed on the base,

At the time of the penetration Airmen Marvin A, Helderman was performing
duties as a sentry dog handler on the Western side of the base. His Post was
a 8ix hundred yard length of dense jungle intersected with deep ditches,

Another sentry dog team, a link in the vital security chain, was the first
to discover the Viet Cong. Ile alerted the base. The Viet Cong in turn, realized
they were discovered opened up with everything they had. It was immediately
recognized in a very forceful way that this was a sizeable force. But how big
and vhere exactly where they was still a mystery. The dogs with their keen
noses and super Sensitive ears t&gether with their handlers were assigned tlie
task of detecting and reporting the enemy, Airmen Helderman with another Air
Policeman started checking a deep drainage ditch, There they observed a large
Viet Cong force advancing toward their position along the ditech.

The following is teken from the official nar:ig tioﬁ rendered by Lt Colonel :
Grove C Johnson, Commender of the 377th Air Police Squedron: "Realigzing the
over whelming superiorty of the enemy force, Alrman Helderman constrained his
co=~worker to hold his fire until the Viet Cong were within a dozen yards to
insure maximum effectiveness with the fire power available., Confronted with
a force of unknown size, but obviously ranging from five to twenlty men, Airmen
Helderman, with conspicuious galantry and at the risk of life avove and Weyond
the call of duty, nevertheless dispatched his co-worker to notify the Central
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Security Control while he alone would engage the enemy force as long as he was



able, With the determination of & hard veteran, he assumed an intractabes
position and persevered, waiting for the encroaching enemy. His rapid and abrupt
fire momentarily caught the enemy by surprise, scatlering them; however, they
soon surmounted this and brought heavy;autbﬁaticagggpons fire to bear on Air-
man Helderman's position, In a heroric effort, caleulated to repell the enemy
and gain valuable time, Airman Heldermon repeatedly exposed himself to the
assulting Viet Cong in order to return their fire, He continued this action
until the Viet Gong broke off +he attack, either to seck a different route of
approach or to retreat off the base.

This same report covering the action of all the Sentry dog teams read:
"The gellant stand these nine Airmen in the face of a guperior enemy force is
in keeping with the hightest military traditions of this nation, The brave
and determined stond of these few men individvally and collectively harassed

and desrupted an overwhelmingly superior force, and provided advance warning

and precious time foxr the inner defense position to prepare for
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a result of their actions the meif body of the Viet Cong attacking force was

sharply blunted and the full impact of the siiack was greatly reduced,"t

f The Viet Cong suffered such a defeat that General Westmoreland he

had this
To say to the Cormander of 7th Air Force: U"Alert patroling, rapid response,
and stout hearted defense pui up by members of the Tan Son lhut Security Foree
on 4 - 5 December are worthy of the highest praise., The 377th Air Police wauadron

descimated a strong infiltration force infliectin

g a severe defeat on the enemy
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heavy price for minimm damage inflicted. Your brave

aimmen fought with courage and distinction,®

Pleage pass on my hearty

congratulations” 4o B1l concerned M -
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} In’recogniticn'for the part Airmen Heldermsan took in this defensive effopt

he was awarded the Air Force Commendation ledal

A2C Marvin A. Helderman, K-9 Handler, arrived Apr 1966, unknown K-9



In September 1966, soon after his arrivel at Tan Son Nhut, the Adr Base
suffered a very disasterous airplane crash that injured and killed many
observers, both Arericans and Vietn 5l Jobnsen with the USAF
Seeurity Poliee assisted in demmng the m, earing for the injured,
and carrying off the dead, Much of the Vietnamese Air Force housing area
had been demolished; live ordnance stores were scattered over a large area.
The USAF Security Folice, cooperating fully with the VHAF, helped isolate
the area which afterwards was carefully swept clear of any potential haze
ards,

During his tour at Tan Son Mhut considerable progress was made in the
orderly flow of vehicular traffic, This, in ne small way, was the result
of the combined efforts of the Vietnamese authorities and the US Air Foree
Security Police commanded by Lt Col Johnson,
It is recognized that security is only as strong as the weskest link,
Fé¢ (lvl"f‘y Scevétn ;'n?
Joint,procedures were established and conducted with equal vigor by both
Vietnamese and USAF enforcement agencies, Facilities for the security of
the Air Base were jointly agreed upon, then developed and erected in an
atmosphere of mutual satisfaction and accomplishment. Oome of these were:
Laneing, ve Plétlwﬂ-wf' of mlnls) ;«;T,Hhtlrn- X
repair of the, perimeter lighting, additional observation towers, defolla-
tion of the high grass, and finally the erection of a hardened comend
post, With the Combined Defense Plan in its final stages, Tan Son Nhut
can boast as having the most formidable base defense foree in the world
today, This could not have been possible without the cooperation of all

concerned of which Lt Col Johnson played a very important role.
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Perhaps the greatest contribution he msde was during the 4-5 December
1966 attack on Tan Son Fhut when a sizeable force of VO successfully
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Security Police forces and elsments of the US Army, in cooperation with

the Vietnamese, not only repelled but destroyed the enemy forece., This
single incident of overwhelming defeat to the VG foreee won world-wide
attention and has played a significant part in the suecessful conduet of
the Eree lorld Forees in South Vietnan,

These two pages appears to be a rough draft of a report or letter.

Unknown date
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