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HEAVY WEAPONS

1. Tân Sơn Nhứt AB, Security Police Heavy Weapons, Tet 1968.
Photo composite by Don Poss.
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2. Tan Son Nhut AB, 377th "Light Infantry" Security Police (Base Defense) Quad-50 
Truck. 1967-1968.  Photo by David Dowdell, LM 144, TSN, 377th SPS; DET 1/621st TCS/
SP VT, 1967-1968.
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3. Tan Son Nhut AB, US ARMY Heavy Weapons, Quad-50s. 1965-1968.  Photo by Phil Block, 
LM 203, BH, 3rd SPS; TSN, 377th SPS, 1965-1968.
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4. Tan Son Nhut AB, US ARMY Heavy Weapons, Quad-50s. 1965-1968.  Photo by Phil 
Block, LM 203, BH, 3rd SPS; TSN, 377th SPS, 1965-1968.
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5. Tan Son Nhut AB, 
Security Police SAT 
Heavy Weapons, 
Quad-50s. 1968. 
Photo by Larry Blades, 
TSN, 377th SPS, 
1967-1968.

6. Tan Son Nhut AB, 
Security Police SAT 
Heavy Weapons, 
Quad-50s. 1968.  Photo 
by Larry Blades, TSN, 
377th SPS, 1967-1968.
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7. Tan Son Nhut AB, Security Police SAT Heavy Weapons, 
Quad-50s. 1968.  Stencil: 377th Light Infantry Brigade. 
L/R: Anderson, Unknown, Unknown, Blades.
Photo by Larry Blades, TSN, 377th SPS, 1967-1968.
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8. Tan Son Nhut AB, Inside V100, SP SAT Heavy Weapons, M60. 1968.  Photo by 
Larry Blades, TSN, 377th SPS, 1967-1968.

9. Tan Son Nhut AB, V100, SAT Heavy Weapons, Perimeter Road along Bunker 
Row. 1972.  Photo by Randy Snyder, CRB, 483rd SPS; BH, 3rd SPS; TSN 377th SPS, 
1972-1973.
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10. (above) Tan Son Nhut AB, V100, SAT Heavy Weapons, 
Barracks. 1972.  Photo by Randy Snyder, CRB, 483rd SPS; 
BH, 3rd SPS; TSN 377th SPS, 1972-1973.

11. (Left) Tan Son Nhut AB, HW Soda Girl (Lynn). 
Barracks-1300. 1968.  Photo by Larry Blades, TSN, 377th 
SPS, 1967-1968.

12. (below) Tan Son Nhut AB, V100, SAT Heavy Weapons, 
Perimeter Road. 1972.  Photo by Randy Snyder, CRB, 483rd 
SPS; BH, 3rd SPS; TSN 377th SPS, 1972-1973.
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13. Tan Son Nhut AB, USAF V100 
(War Wagon), SAT Heavy Weapons, 
Perimeter Road. 1968-1969.  Photo by 
Ed Smith (Jack), LM 453, TSN, 377th 
SPS, 1968-1969.

14. Tan Son Nhut AB, USAF 
V100 (War Wagon), SAT Heavy 
Weapons, Perimeter Road. 
1968-1969.  Photo by Ed Smith 
(Jack), LM 453, TSN, 377th SPS, 
1968-1969.
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15 & 16. Tan Son Nhut AB, ARVN 105 Howitzers. 1967-1968. Photo by 
Steve Rivers, LM 482, TSN, 377th SPS, Tango-1; AFOSI, Dist 51 Bangkok, 
1967-1968; 1973-1975.
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17. Tan Son Nhut AB, 377th SPS Special Weapoons Unit Convoy out for weapons testing. .50-
cal., 60-mm Mortars, Quad-50's, LAAW (Light Anti-Tank Weapons), and other toys. 1968.   
Photo by Larry Blades, TSN, 377th SPS, 1967-1968.

18. Tan Son Nhut AB, 377th SPS Special Weapoons Unit Convoy, test firing .50-cal. 1968.
Photo by Larry Blades, TSN, 377th SPS, 1967-1968.

TAN SON NHUT AIR BASE - HEAVY WEAPONS 
 

Vietnam Security Police Association, Inc. (USAF) Page 11 of 25



19. Tan Son Nhut AB, 377th SPS Special Weapoons Unit Convoy, test firing 60-m Mortars. 
1968.  We were practicing, fired the mortars, M-72 LAW Rockets, and XM-148 40mm grenade 
launcher; we even had a few M_79 Thumpers.  Photo by Larry Blades, TSN, 377th SPS, 1967-1968.

20. Tan Son Nhut AB, 377th SPS Special Weapoons Unit Convoy. 1968.  Photo by Larry Blades, 
TSN, 377th SPS, 1967-1968.
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21. & 22.  Tân Sơn Nhứt AB, 377th Security Police, engaging NVA/VC during Base 
Defense, Tet 1968. Photo by unknown.
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23. Tân Sơn Nhứt AB, 377th Security Police, engaging NVA/VC during Base
Defense, Tet 1968.  Photo by unknown.

24. Tân Sơn Nhứt AB, 377th Security Police, QRT w/M-60,
during Base Defense, Tet 1968.
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25. (Photo right) Tân Sơn
Nhứt AB, 377th Security
Police, engaging NVA/VC
during Base Defense, Tet
1968.  SPs view bodies of
Communist forces killed at
West end of Runway, TSN AB,
during Tet 1968 Offensive.
Bodies were buried in a
mass-grave about 200 yards
East of O-51 Bunker . . . and
the location forgotten for 50
years.
In 2018, with the help of the
USA and Vietnam
Team for MIA bodies, and the
help of prior 377th SPS
members, the mass-gravesite
was located.  159 remains
were recovered, identified
and returned to families and
villages.  Hundereds of
Vietnamese attended burial
services.
Photographer, unknown.

26. (Photo left) Tân Sơn Nhứt AB, 377th 
SPS form blocking force, morning of Tet 
1968 attack at TSN. Photo by unknown.

26. (Photo right) Tân Sơn Nhứt AB, 377th
SPS QRT looking for trouble, morning of Tet
1968 attack at TSN. Photo by unknown.

TAN SON NHUT AIR BASE - HEAVY WEAPONS 
 

Vietnam Security Police Association, Inc. (USAF) Page 15 of 25



27. 9th Air Force News
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28. SEVENTH AIR FORCE  PHOTO - 377th SPS:  Tân Sơn Nhứt AB:  V100, SAT HW, searching for concealed 
NVA/VC, morning of Tet 1968. Photo by Randy Snyder, CRB, 483rd SPS; BH, 3rd SPS; TSN 377th SPS, 
1972-1973.

TAN SON NHUT AIR BASE - HEAVY WEAPONS 
 

Vietnam Security Police Association, Inc. (USAF) Page 17 of 25



29. Tân Sơn Nhứt AB, US Army 25th Infantry armor arrive morning of  Tet 1968.
Courtesy of the Tân Sơn Nhứt Association

Ernie Mitchell  (505th Tactical Control Group),  Apr 17, 2009

Comments: I was in the 505th Tactical Control Group.  Our barracks was right next to your 
chow hall --- in fact we shared the chow hall with the 377th.  I was in country from Sep 
1967 to Apr 1969.

I remember Christmas of 1968 when our maintenance people put florescent bulbs on the 
side of the raydome in the shape of a star and a Christmas tree. Every 7 seconds, then the 
radar would sweep by the bulbs the radiation would cause them to light up.  I also seem to 
remember Charlie getting irate about that and sending in a few rounds.

Sorry, I don't have any pictures. I was the mess check at the chow hall during one of the 
worst days of Tet ---- the day one of our people was killed on the radar tower. I was the 
only one in the chow hall that was armed when a hell of a fire fight broke out out back 
behind the chow hall.  The ARVN pulled up with an automatic weapon and things got 
really weird.  We were told there was enemy in the compound but it may have been a case 
of nerves.

You boys of the 377th Security Police took a well deserved place in the history books 
during Tet.  I still carry the names of the boys of the O-51 Bunker, in my wallet.  Had it not 
been for the 377th SPS holding the line (against all odds) long enough for the 25th 
Infantry to come in with armor, Tân Sơn Nhứt would have been lost.

"Thank You" and "Welcome Home"

Ernie Mitchell
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30. Tan Son Nhut AB, US Army tanks.  Note rigged-tent to right. 1968. 
Photo by Charles Martinkus, TSN, 377th SPS, 1966-1968.
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31. Tan Son Nhut AB, US Army tanks, and closeup of rigged-tent to right. 1968.  
Photo by Charles Martinkus, TSN, 377th SPS, 1966-1968.

32. Tan Son Nhut AB, 377th Security Police and ARVN tanks. 1968.  Photo by 
Charles Martinkus, TSN, 377th SPS, 1966-1968.
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33. Tan Son Nhut AB, 377th Security Police and ARVN tanks, with .50 
cal. Note perimeter bunker, center-left. 1968.  Photo by Charles Martinkus, 
TSN, 377th SPS, 1966-1968.

34. Tan Son Nhut AB, 377th Security Police and ARVN tanks. 1968. 
Photo by Charles Martinkus, TSN, 377th SPS, 1966-1968.
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36. Tan Son Nhut AB, tank at Main Gate. 1972-1973.  Photo by Randy 
Snyder, CRB, 483rd SPS; BH, 3rd SPS; TSN 377th SPS, 1972-1973.

37. Tan Son Nhut AB, Convoy Truck with .50 cal. 1966-1968. Photo 
by Charles Martinkus, TSN, 377th SPS, 1966-1968.

35. V-100 USAF "WAR WAGON".
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38. Tan Son Nhut AB, Convoy Truck with close up of .50 cal. turret. 1966-1968. 
Photo by Charles Martinkus, TSN, 377th SPS, 1966-1968.

39. Tan Son Nhut AB, 377th SPS, with QRT SAT vehicles, with .50 cal., and 
M60 weapons. 1967-1968. Left to Right:   Lt Melvin G. Grover, Capt Carl B. 
DeNisio and Lt Gerald E. Ingalsbe.  Photo by Phil Block, LM 203, BH, 3rd SPS; 
TSN, 377th SPS, 1967-1968.
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40. Tan Son Nhut AB: A1C David Doyle [deceased] in bunker with M60. 1972-1973.
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41. Tan Son Nhut AB: Sign on air terminal wall at TSN Airport, 1968:

In Case of Mortar ATTACK
DONT PANIC-DONT RUN

Lay Down On The Floor
 and Cover Your Head

with Your Hands.

© Vietnam Security Police Association, Inc. (USAF) 1995-2018. All Rights Reserved.
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