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VIET'AM
PHAN RANG AIR BASE

AIRMAN'S MEDAL
© 2013 by Clarence J. Schofield (E6, Ret)
South RKO/AP, 1955
Pleiku AB SVN/AP, 1961-1962
Pa Nang AB SVN/AP, 1964, 35th Combat Support Group/AP
Phan Rang AB SVN/SP, 1966-1967

Telling it like it was!

AIRMAN'S MEDAL
I remember Bruce Pritchett who posted a story about the grenade incident... but have been unable to locate him.

I served in Korea as an Air Policeman in 1955. 1 served in Vietnam at Pleiku AB, 1961-1962; Pa Nang AB, 1964; and Phan Rang AB in
1966-1967. While at Phan Rang AB, | worked with the U.S. Army, "B CO, 1st/327, 1st Brigade 101st, and was all over Vietnam.

I had flown into Bong Son airfield en route to Phan Rang. Bong Son was a small airport near the brand new Phan Rang soon-to-be Air
Base, and | was awaiting transportation to the base. Phan Rang’s runway was still under construction and not then open to air traffic,
and therefore Bong Son was the closet dinky airport we could fly in and out of, and only a couple of miles away from the base.

That February 1966 day inside Bong Son’s terminal there were about sixty or seventy civilians and military arriving, departing, and
just standing-setting around waiting for their airplane or a ride somewhere. | was just standing around in the crowd and had just set
my bag down to light a cigarette, and heard what sounded like that “PING” when a grenade is thrown—I jerked around and saw one
had rolled and stopped literally at my feet.

| saw the striker was in and | knew you can't outrun it. The only thing I was thinking is that | had to get rid of it. I knew there was a
old French sandbag bunker about ten feet from the door; guys sometimes lay on the sandbags outside waiting for their rides. I grabbed
the live grenade, squeezing the striker, knowing it wouldn't stop it from going off but I guess physiologically was hoping it would help,
and ran for the bunker. | stepped through the doorway with only half my body outside and threw the grenade over the wall of the
bunker. It couldn’t have fallen more than passed the top layer of sandbags when it exploded. Thankfully no one was on the bags then.

1 didn’t know where the grenade came from and no one ever to my knowledge found out the truth either. At that time, | was uncertain
if we were under attack or what was happening. It just happened too fast, and my reaction was really the only way anyone, including
me, was going to escape serious injury or worse.

Later, | was told | was put in for the Airman’s Medal or the Bronze Star. Time went by and | was told | had received the Airman’s
Medal, because they couldn’t determine who actually threw the grenade. 1t was chalked off as a faulty pin and that's how the incident
was written up. Maybe so--but no one was hurt and I am thankful for that. | was presented the Airman’s Medal in a small formal
ceremony where four citations were presented by a full bird colonel.

Today, I’'m fighting my own health issues battle with a number of agent orange related problems. I know who pulled the pin on that
one, but when I applied to the VA they turned me down.

Don Poss phoned me and we talked about the Airman’s Medal, and he told me the criteria for Agent Orange now includes a
presumption on some of my ailments. Since 1991, no one has ever offered to help direct me with getting through the VA before—VSPA
is the first to do so. I’m okay with a computer, but not great, and until Don’s phone call I have to admit I never knew about VSPA. I’ve
asked for a membership package and appreciated the Welcome Home.

1 also served in Korea and retired as an E6.

AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL:

1 also received the Air Force Commendation Medal for another event. After arriving at my next duty station at Bergstrom AFB,
Austin Texas, in Feb 1967, | received the award for saving the life of a fellow Security Policeman at Phan Rang, Vietnam in May 1966.
He had collapsed and stopped breathing and | administered CPR until the medics arrived.

There was no ceremony or formal presentation, it was just handed to me by my 1st Sergeant. Again, | was recommended for a bronze
star (meritorious) but received the Air Force Commendation Medal. Attached are photos and write ups and I'll send more later
because | need to get busy on my VA stuff.

Click Photos for Full View

file:///Clpublic_vspa/HTM%20HTML%20to%20PDF/pr-schofield-clarence-grenade-am-afcm-1966.htm[9/9/2018 9:25:47 PM]


mailto:cschofield@austin.rr.com
http://www.vspa.com/pr-bruce-pritchett-portrait-of-a-hero-clarence-schofield-1966.htm
http://www.vspa.com/pr-bruce-pritchett-portrait-of-a-hero-clarence-schofield-1966.htm

Phan Rang AB: Airmans Medal; Commendation Medal, and photos, by Clarence J. Schofield. 1966.

«

TEPARTYENT OF THE AIR PORCE
HEADQUARTESS SEVENTH AIR FORCE (PACAP)
AFO SAX PRANCISCO 5307

FOR_DOEDIATE RTIZASY
Yay Etgw.

AIR ¥FO! :
Phan Rang (74P) — HERO SAVES AYOTH™R LIFF — Alr Force A,1.0, Clarence

ANDAIN SAYFS LIFE

M, Schofield, 79, of Riverdale, Ga., who recently snatched a live grensde
from the flosr of & crowded rocm has acadn saved ahagn life, The auick-
thinkine airman used artifical reespiration and kert a ptrickenfellow air
policensn breathing wntil medical help arrived. He was awvarded the Aiman’s
Medal for throwing the gernade cut of the room and has been recommended for
the Bronge Star for his most recent action, (ATR FORCE PHYIO).
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Quick Reaction. ..

Airman Saves Friend’'s Lite

PHAN RANG — Ever since his
arrival in Vietnam fate seems
to dog the foolsteps of AlC
Clarence M. Schofield and push
him into tight corners now and
thea. Each time this happens,
Schofleld comes oul a hero.

~| don't know how | get cought
in these situations,” odmits the
quiet spoken air policeman who
won the Alrman’s Medol receally
ond is now being considered for
the Bronze Star. Schofield confes-
ses he hos no desire for o toste
of glory.

Nol long ago at Bun Son air-
port on the perimetler of the big
new air base here, he saatched
a live grenade from the floor of
the walting room and with
quick presence of mind threw
it in @ nearby bunker where it
exploded harmiessly, His prompt
action undoubtedly saved the
lives of the 50.40 people gather-
ed there.

For thiz bit of bravery, Scho-
field was awarded the Airman‘s
Medal *“for hercism iavelviag
voluntary risk of life.” His com-
ment when queried on his im.
pulsive act, “Well, It just seemed
the only thicg to do at the time,

Now It's happened to him
again,

This time the qulick-thinking oir-
man pumped life Inle o fellow
membeor of the 386th Alr Police

By Ma| Richard Hill

Squadron when his buddy collep-
sed from solt depletion and be-
gon hypervertiloting (over-brea-
thing). He Iimmedictely [umped
into action, applied artificiol res-
piration ond kept the stricken man
brecthing evenly until medical
help arrived.

“Schofield really maved fast,”
cays A2 Loren HKendsll of Ma-
rion, Ohlo as lhie tells of the
night A2C Rodney L. leBree,
Orlando, Fla., nearly dled in
their lent. *“He just took one
look at l.eliree perspiring heavi-
Iy, Iving on his bunk gasping
for breath in big gulping sobs,
and sent me running for an
ambulance,”

Scholield remembers how le-
Bree first turned deep red then
pale, started to choke violently
and finally stopped breathing
altogether. He quickly lurned
the sick man over on hix stomach.

“I said to myself “You'd belter
gel busy, boy, or this guy's go-
ing to punch oal right now'.”
Schoflield got down to the seri-
ous business of administering
artificial respiration. I had to
keep it up for some time," drawls
the 2 year old Riverdale,
Ga., airman, “he had a koack of
stopping his breathing every ti-
me | quin,”

When hospital authorities ap-

plauded Schofleld’s fast work in
the crisis, Col. George S. Weart,
366th  Tactical Fighter Wing
commander recommended a-
ward of the Bronze Star medal
for Schofield’s * meritorious
achievement™ in the emergency.

What does Schofield think
about this series of events? Jus!
this : “Gosh, I don’t wanl to be
a hero, only a good citizen ser-
ving my couniry the best way
I can™

Y A
T Qir fore, News
Friday ,Tune 10 116
Paae @
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1. USAF 7th AF HQ: Press Release. Clarence Schofield. 1966.
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2. USAF News Article: AFCM, Clarence Schofield. 1966.




Phan Rang AB: Airmans Medal; Commendation Medal, and photos, by Clarence J. Schofield. 1966.

4. Air Police Photos-2: Clarence Schofield. 1966.
3. Air Police Photos-1: Clarence Schofield. 1966.

file:///C/public_vspa/HTM%20HTML%20to%20PDF/pr-schofield-clarence-grenade-am-afcm-1966.htm[9/9/2018 9:25:47 PM]



Phan Rang AB: Airmans Medal; Commendation Medal, and photos, by Clarence J. Schofield. 1966.

file:///C/public_vspa/HTM%20HTML%20to%20PDF/pr-schofield-clarence-grenade-am-afcm-1966.htm[9/9/2018 9:25:47 PM]



Phan Rang AB: Airmans Medal; Commendation Medal, and photos, by Clarence J. Schofield. 1966.

5. Air Police Photos-3: Clarence Schofield. 1966.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGRESS JULY 2, 192G
HAS AWARDED

THE AIRMAN'S MEDAL

TO
ATRMAN FIRST CLASS CLARENCE J, SCEOFTELD
FOR
HEROISM

11 Pebruary 1966

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
| EI DAY OF Harch 108
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6. Air Police Photos-4: Clarence Schofield. 1966.
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AMWARD OF
THE AIRMAN'S MEDAL
T
CLARENCE J. SCHOFIELD

Alrman Mirst Class Clarence J, Schofield distinguished himself
by beroism involvwing voluntary risk of 1ife at Phan Rang Air Baese,
Ropublic of Vietnam on 11 February 1966, On that date, Airman
Schofield was handed a live hand grenade with a defective striking
mechanlam snd safety pin removed. With complete disregard for his
own safety, Alrman Schofleld, despite the danger of the grenades
imminent detonation, unhesitatingly held the defective striker in

lace and ordered the immediate evacuation of the area. Airman

hofisld succeeded in svacuating approximately 60 military and
civilian personnel and then allowed the gremade to detonate in a
gecure arss. The exemplary courage and heroism displayed by Air-
man Schofield reflect great credit upon himself and the United
States Air Force.

R LA S

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA i

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING: oo
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA CLARRNCE J. SCHOFIELD

AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGRESS JULY 2, 1926

HAS AWARDED
v Airman Pirst Class Clarence J, Schofield distinguished himself
THE AIRMAN'S MEDAL ty herolem involving voluntary risk of 1ife at Phan Rang Adr Base,
Ropublic of Vietnan on 11 Februery 1966, On that date, Adrman
TO Schofield was handed a live hand grenade with a defective striking
mechanism and safety pin removed. With cosplete disregard for his
own safety, Airman Schofield, despite the danger of the grensdes

ATRNAY FTRST CLASS CLARENCE J, SCHOFIELD -
iminent detonation, unhesitatingly held the defective striker in

FOR ginee and ordered the imediate evacustion of the srea. Airman
HEROISM hofield succeeded in svacuating approximately 60 military and
2 = civilian personnel and then sllowed the grenado to detonmate in a
11 Fobroary 1566 secure sres. The exemplary courage and heroism displaysd by Adr-
n p 2self and the Unit
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON man Schofield reflect great credit upon hizmself and the United
THIS 1ot DAY OF e 106 Statos Air Force.

7. Airman's Medal Awarded: Clarence Schofield. 1966.

8. Airman's Medal Citation: Clarence Schofield. 1966.
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

- _ THE AIR FORCE
| = COMMENDATION MEDAL

o 'Duhn;umhed himaelf by meritorious service while assigned to
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
His prn‘eslxonal skill and mulatwe durms the p-ertod from

THIS IS5 TO CERTIFY THAT to

rl-ll l': ;\l I{ 1:(}[{(‘,1': (‘;();\l .\I l‘:N I)‘\rl-l()x ;\l ]: ] )"\I‘ aided immeasurably in identifying problems -usociuled with his

assigned duties and in implementing procedures and techniques

HAS BEEN AWARDED TO to solve these problems. His energetic application of his
knowledge played a significant role in contributing to the
AIRMAM FIRST CLASS CLARENCE J. SCHOFIELD eifectiveness and success of the United States Air Force

mission in Southeast Asia. The distinctive accomplishments of
FOoR . :
reflect credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
NERITORIOUS SERVICE

B January 1566 to 23 December 1966

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CI'TY OF WASHINGTON
THIS LUsth DAY OF January 1967

k i W Jptrmnprs
WILLIAM W, MOMYER, Iieatensnt qu'al, USKF
Commarder, Seventh Alr Force

RECHETANY OF THE AR FURGE

ﬂll | .
I) l.: [ )A\l "l‘A\[ l':N’l‘ () 14‘ 'l‘l l l.: ‘\[ l{ ]4'( ) l { ( 'qu: CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE AIR FORCE
THE AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL COMMENDATION MEDAL

HAS BEEN AWARDED TO

himself by service while assigned to
ATRNA FIRST CLASS CLARINCE . SCHOFIELD - .
His professional skill and initixtive during the period from

© e
ronr aided ably in i problems ed with his

AP assigned duties and in 1 P and
BUTIRXENS SR to solve these problems. His energetic application of his
8 damary 1966 to 23 Docember 1966 knowledge played a significant role in contributing to the
effectiveness and success of the United States Air Force
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE GITY OF WASHINGTON mission in Southeast Asia. The distinctive accomplishments of

THIS wnen DAY OF 4

reflect credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.

-/

Wilbon Y Jeiomagprs
WILLLN W, 1OMIER, Lietemnt nuﬁﬂ, sar
Commander, Seventh Alx ¥orce

9. Air Force Commendation Medal Awarded: Clarence Schofield. 1966.

10. Air Force Commendation Medal Citation: Clarence Schofield. 1966.
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