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1. Patch: Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. 
Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.  We were not yet a squadron, 

but about 20 Air Police were assigned to the 6222nd 
ABG.

2. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd ABG/AP, Mess Hall 1963.

Page 1 of 22Page 1 of 22

mailto:gbunney@barnettimplement.com


3. (Photo right)
This is a photo of the
Air Police CSC (Central
Security Control) office at
Đà Nàng, January 1963.

The armory was in the rear. 
Photo taken just prior to 
moving to the new bldg 
inside the compound.

4. Remember the monsoons?  These two were taken just after we moved into
the new compound. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd ABG/AP. 1963.
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5. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd ABG/AP.  Monsoon, 1963. Gary Bunney.

6. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd ABG/AP. 1962-63.
(L to R) Skip, SSgt Burks, Smokey.

7. (below) Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd ABG/AP.
Gary Bunney. Barracks, Bunk area in new barracks.
[Just like stateside 1963]
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8. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. 
Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.  (L to R) APs:
T. C. Stille, Skip Gautier, Smokey Thomason.

9. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary 
Bunney. 1962-1963. The old NCO Club (they built a 
new one before I left). L/R: T.C. Stille, Skip Gautier, 
Sgt Burks.

10. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. 
Gary Bunney. 1962-1963. AP Outpost off the 
end of the runway near the radar site.

11. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary 
Bunney. 1962-1963. Đà Nàng flight line - I think at the 
very far end is the Marine area, but I'm not positive.

12. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP.
Gary Bunney. 1962-1963. Đà Nàng flight line.

13. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary 
Bunney. 1962-1963. U.S. Army Caribou on Đà Nàng 
flight line. I notice the tarmac; my memory of the PSP dirt/
iron link runway, I think, is the Marine helicopter area. I 
remember the tarmac on the flight line, so the runways must 
have been concrete.
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14. Đà Nàng Air Base, 
6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. 
Gary Bunney. 1962-1963. 
US Army Mowhawk.

The Hueys and Mowhawks 
showed up in Đà Nàng in 
late 1963; the view from the 
C123 (black & white) is just 
out of Đà Nàng.

16. Đà Nàng Air Base, 
6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary 
Bunney. 1962-1963. Marine 
Choppers.

Marine H34s, leaving Đà Nàng.

15. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963. Huey parked.
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17. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.

18. Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
C-123 in-flight photo, taking off from Đà Nàng AB.
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Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.  ARVN Post, Air 
Base.

I found my old orders - In 1962, I was originally assigned to 6222nd ABSq PACAF APO 
137 Đà Nàng.

In July of 1963 we were reassigned on paper to the 23rd ABG, Đà Nàng.  My tour was 
Dec 1962 to Dec 1963 (got home just before Christmas 1963).

      As I recall there were only about 20 of us in the Security Police Unit, mainly covering 
the flight line and a small radar site off the end of the runway (the runway was dirt then 
with PSP steel sheets linked together covering it.  No jets in those days, all prop-jobs, 
C123s, AD6's, T28's, B-26's. Also the old WWII eggbeaters the marines had.  Just before 
I shipped out some Army Hueys were in & out a few times.

      I also found that we called ourselves the 6222nd "Tough Tigers" not "Fighting 
Tigers"  - memory again -  as I recall we weren't all that tough, and I don't recall any of 
us being tiger-like  : ).

      I do have some more black and white pictures of Đà Nàng, China Beach, Marble 
Mountain, Tri Bui Tu and other areas.  If you're interested I'd be happy to email them 
to you.  Gary Bunney
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Above are my original orders to APO 74 (which was Saigon ?) but they sent me on to Đà Nàng APO 137.
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Đà Nàng Air Base, 
6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. 
Gary Bunney. 
1962-1963.  AP ID.

I think this is a form of 
Vietnamese passport. I 
found it in my stuff & 
only remember tiny bits 
of the language so I can't 
decipher it.   This pretty 
well takes care of the 
photos I have that would 
mean anything to 
anyone. I've got a lot 
more of "scenery" etc. 
shot from the back of 
C123's or Caribous, and 
photos of various stuff 
around the countryside 
but nothing really 
identifiable.  

Thanks, Gary Bunney
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(top right) Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/
AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
I was an air/security policeman in Đà Nàng; January 
1963 we were part of the 6222nd Air Base squadron, 
which changed to 23rd Air Base Group around June or 
July.
(center right) 

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary 
Bunney. 1962-1963.  China Beach fishermen.

China Beach w/fishing fleet on the horizon. We had 
to watch for sea snakes here, they sometimes came in 
close to shore in groups for some reason.  Also we 
almost lost Smokey Thomason to the undertow - he was 
carried out about 200 yards until he calmed down and 
did the swim towards shore 10 feet and get washed back 
out 5 feet  for about 1/2 hour.

(right) Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. 
Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.  My favorite photo of all 
that I took: walking onto China Beach.

(left)
Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 
1962-1963. Fshermen.

Fishermen at China Beach. Vietnamese "drive in" at the base of 
Marble Mountain; we got cokes there. At that time (March 1963) 
gi's went there "at your own risk" dressed in civvies but took our 
weapons with us.
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Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 
1962-1963.  China Beach, kids.  Me at China Beach with the 
ever present "you got cigalet?"

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary 
Bunney. 1962-1963. QC, Traffic Control, downtown. 
Note on the back of photo says "downtown Đà Nàng" 
but I don't recognize location.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 
1962-1963.  Grand Hotel.
The Grand Hotel, across from the river downtown.  
We ate there a time or two and did our share of the Ba 
Mui Ba thing.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 
1962-1963.  Market, downtown Đà Nàng.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary 
Bunney. 1962-1963. RVN Independence Day, Doc 
Lop St.. Note on this one says "Independence day on 
Doc Lop Street", five days before Diem was 
overthrown."

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 
1962-1963.  RVN, I Corp HQ. The more I go through this 
stuff, I realize that it's been over 40 years and it's getting a 
lot harder to "download" from the 60 (plus)year old 
"floppy-disc" in my head : )
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Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 
1962-1963.  Downtown, Đà Nàng at river.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962- 
1963.  On the river in Đà Nàng What a beautiful country they 
have in so many ways.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 
1962-1963.  US Navy on the Đà Nàng river. We saw very few 
sailors in those days.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. 
Gary Bunney. 1962-1963. The river 
downtown with Monkey Mountain.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary 
Bunney. 1962-1963.  View from barge. Looking 
toward Monkey Mountain from barge crossing 
the river to Marble Mt./China Beach.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. 
Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.  On the 
downtown Đà Nàng River.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary 
Bunney. 1962-1963.  Spanish Beach. Looking out 
from an area that we called Spanish Beach - even 
more remote than China Beach was.
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Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
View from barge on the river again.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
RVN Rangers, 1962-1963.  We thought these guys were RVN Rangers - white 
outfits, red berets, as I recall someone told us they were "home-guard" troops.; I 
don't remember why we thought they were rangers.  They really looked quite 
young, but it's hard to tell.  Photo taken in the area of the Đà Nàng flight line.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963. Waterfront, Fishing village.
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Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
"Tent #49" where I lived for the first month or so at Đà Nàng.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
VIET CONG POW Enclosure next to our compound at Đà Nàng. 
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Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. 
Gary Bunney. 1962-1963. This is our 
hero at an old French bunker 
somewhere outside the Base.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd ABG/AP, Gary Bunney, Tower, 1963.
This is our hero again and the Caribou we rode in to Trai Bui Thu on (see photos 6 & 7) . 
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Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
On Marble Mountain, L to R Joe Morgan, Smokey Thomason and Red Graham (All AP's). 

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd ABG/AP, Gary Bunney, 1963..
Trai Bui Thu a fire base about 20 miles or so from Đà Nàng. 
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Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 
Tower, 1963. TBT again, note the long bamboo stakes/
security fence.

Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.

T-28's taxiing at Tan Son Nhut AB.  1963.
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Special Order AB-34, HQ 405th Fighter Wing, PACAF, APO 74, 25 Jun1963.
Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
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Special Order B-2150, HQ 405th Fighter Wing, PACAF, APO 74, 8 Jul 1963.
Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
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Special Order B-2150, HQ 405th Fighter Wing, PACAF, APO 74, 8 Jul 1963. (Cont.)
Đà Nàng Air Base, 6222nd/23rd ABG/AP. Gary Bunney. 1962-1963.
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Assignment of Airman:  A1C Gary Bunney, 24 Jan 1963.
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