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Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base was established in the 1950s as a RTAF base. Political
considerations with regards to Communist forces engaging in a civil war inside Laos and fears of
the civil war spreading into Thailand led the Thai government to allow the United States to
covertly use five Thai bases beginning in 1961 for the air defense of Thailand and to fly
reconnaissance flights over Laos.

Under Thailand's ""gentleman’s agreement’* with the United States, Royal Thai Air Force
Bases used by the USAF were considered Royal Thai Air Force bases and were commanded by
Thai officers. Thai air police controlled access to the bases, along with USAF Security Police,
who assisted them in base defense using sentry dogs, observation towers, and machine gun
bunkers. All United States Air Force personnel were fully armed after 1965.

The USAF forces at Korat were under the command of the United States Pacific Air Forces
(PACAF). Korat was the location for TACAN station Channel 125 and was referenced by that
identifier in voice communications during air missions. The mission of the USAF forces at Korat
was to conduct operations in support of U.S. commitments in Southeast Asia North

Vietnam, South Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. During the Vietnam War, pilots from Korat
RTAFB primarily flew interdiction, direct air support, armed reconnaissance and fighter escort
missions.

The APO for Korat was APO San Francisco, 96288

After the departure of the 388th TFW, the USAF retained a small flight of security police at
Korat to insure base security and to deter theft of equipment until the final return of the base to
the Thai government.

The USAF officially turned Korat over to the Royal Thai Government on 26 February 1976.
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