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VALOR: Hero of Bién Hoa AB

By Jethn L. Frlsbee. Cohmbulmn Emw

Captain Maisey

by John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor

Hero of Bien Hoa

Bien Hoawas a key to the
enemy’s caplure of Saigon. It
had to be held a1 all cosls.

b soan 160 othgeit 0D ZUTIEn
wng ware awaiged the it Force
Cross i suyiheast Aia only lwo ol
the officors worE not decrgw mom
bers. Both ware secutity pohice ollic
ars—Cagt Reqnatd V. Maissy, Jr,
and Gapk. Garth A. Wrighl. Bolh word
decoraiad 10 axirasrmmany valor dur-
ing Nenh Vielnam's Tol Cllensive of
January: 1968, This i the atory of
Caplaln Leaisay's haroig lﬂ'ml'r.mp
@i man assigned to tha 3d Secorily
Polica Squadron 01 Bign H-oa AB near
Salgon..
Otder 10adérs and s.tudﬁn'li o7 ihet

Vistham War will remgmber o Tol:

Cifenalve as a crifical leroing point

in demestic suppont ol cur Mrhutrr'

‘commitmeni In southenst Asia, The
media porrayed Tel a5 a defeat fof
Amancan lorces, which, in (hedr viaw,
trad litlte chance of saving South Viel-
fiam alan dooepiabie Cosl

In reality, Tel wis a smashing du-
Jeal tor Meoan Viginam, which had 3g-
semblod an estimated B2,000 o s
own and Viel Coag tioups Tor an s
sault an maier <ilos and military
bagos throughout South Vietnam. All
ol thair stikes weto furned Dk within
2 tow days. with ing aacoption of the
cily of Hue, pans ol which ware lakod
ang neld by Ine enemy onil March
Mata Inan half of the invading lorce
is belisved 10 hava been killed and
many:mare wounded.

A'majar ebjoctivé ol tha alfensive
was to caplure Saigon, Soph Viar-
ram’s <apital. The Wenh counled an
supporl By the Soulh Vistnamese
populace and refied hoavily on sur-
prise since a coasedite had beun ne-
Fm inted Jor ihe Yol holidays, Naither

wgpatied. Amncan commandors Jid
rol Belibve Ihe Nerh would hanor
e caasa-ite and hence waen onalan
whan Iha couniry-wide oflangive he-
¢an Belween 3:00 a.m, and 4:00 am
an January 31,

Kay to fhe-capwee ol Ssigon was
soizura ¢f ihe huge US el basoy—

Bian Hoa and Tar Son Nnul—a fow

mugs o e ol and wesl of i
Caly. A2 0200 hoyrs i engmy b Bion
Haa wih twa mianity batialons and
A rendgrged alantiy company, Abgul
seaty pecCaat Al the allackots wife
Mo Vintngmpse roquiarg, prEpecially
Iriungd far iho oparalion
th cedoe fa meach 1he Highl e,

they had 16 bypaes Burkar Hill 1041
Ihe cast and of 1o Base. Thore, &

roinforced conciata Dunhes Bufli ﬂ'
|he French whan thay contiotted Ingo:

chima was hghity manned by the Jd
Sacurity Police Squadion, The'sitack
staned with a ten-thinotorockol borm
batdmait of lhn.mnw tollowad by
intitvation of & large numbar of Com:
mutisl 11 o0ps who conlinued (0 bias!
the Sunkbh with rockels and gutomaiic
waapons.

Whon Iha aflack bagan, Caplain
Malegy wag al the.wesl end gl the
boKe. He knew thut felding Bunko
HIN A0 wat cibical 1o dotending (he
tose: Maisay moved immedintely Io
e Conteal Secyrily Commang Posl
god voluntdaces 1o laad th dalonse
ol tho bunker, ectupiod by ® hond:
tul-ot men whe worg hring furialsly

'Ihl‘ﬂ-uﬂh B gion palts O ther 0L0A00

nalsiruclorn. Qutsida wote thilly fa
larly secunly pales Nha hatd coinn
18 (ha aid ol tha comv oz Miicey
ligt so dteve ietgh Ine dRemy':
hold ot Yo Bot, musculbusly, was
unhigt

Ta orgaruza \hé gelense and. lc
sommuricaie by radsd withile cam
mand posr. Capiain Malsey had 1o
Iuaw the relalweidmldrﬂlhu By

ker, Byposing himselt 1o angmy lirg,
This he did manr timrs, His bravory
and gilll in duecting the dotents weio
an [nspiration lo the small forco af
seoyrily police, vasily outnumbares
by ihe coiamy and with 3 third of IHe
dalundars woundad.

The lotociols battie conlinuod wiln
anomy Irogps on (hreo gidos ol the
bunkor. AmOUniion 5004 was fun-
ning lgw. SSgL Willlam Plazza deave
hie Iruch loxded with ammunition
theaugh & Kall el Tire 1o save (ho
defrnders Jzee “Valor: The Battle of

.Bunker Hitl 10" January 1285, p,

99f Sergoant Pisezra was shenly 1o
g imsall W cemmand o the da-
fongy

Gn one ot hrs sanbes cul ol ihy
Dunkdt, Gaglan htaisay was hit by
snemy fre bul gonfinued hls repen
10 1ha cammand past and hig greour.
Jgomunt ta his men. Now !'-uppnf‘lﬂ-d
by holicaptor gunships amd an AC.47
*Spaoky,” Noy 5141 weaid in mminhng
dangip ol boing dverium,

Al poout 0430 heurs, Ceplain Mal:
soy agan lell the bunke! (o confact
ihe command posl He was hil by &
feckat ang hilleg instanty. Bul the
man ho tad led 0 billanlly contia-
ved (o contain the anamy unlit Atmy

entariements atived al dewn, Many

livos and muliions ot Jollars in aiicrall
had been saved by holding Bonker
Hill 10 agains) 2 massive ssseult. For
leadarship of 1he dotansa s tho coal
ol Hig-own lite. Captain Maisey was
awaded the Air Foree Cross pozh
humgusly.

Todgy an impoﬂnq al Bal
ling' AFB, © G beats Ihe nema o
1hils ,;:l!nn| maa, 1ho fiest nantatad
Av Forta oiticnt (6. be awaides \he
nation's second highott deccraban
Tor valor. =
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