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VERBAL ORDERS RELATING TO RESCUE OF THE 
SS �.LAYAGUEZ AND ITS CREW 

FROM SECDEF 

14 May 

0005 

1645 

1654 

1710 

2344 

15 May 

0010 

0038 

0050 

Telec6n OSD and OJCS: Authority given to 
sink four boats at island ·and also another 
patrol boat which previously fled island 
and now moored at another island. 

NSC Meeting to JCS: Directed forces to begin 
operations to board M.AYAGUEZ and make a heli
copter assault on Kaoh Tang Island, -but excluded 
air attacks on the mainland of Cambodia. 

I 

SECDEF to ACJCS: Approved ultimatum to be 
used in connection with the operation. 

· NSC Meeting to JCS: Directed cyclic strike
operations· from the USS CORA.L SEA against targets
in the Kompong Som Complex with first time-on
target specified at 2045. Details of operational
authc=it s- ��d -i�ci?�! ��=gets w2=c i�cl�dcd.

SECDEF to CJCS: Third wave from CORAL SEA
should strike as planned.

SECDEF on recommendation of CJCS: Devote 
efforts to extracting Marines without 
further casualties •. 

SECDEF on recommendation of CJCS: Fourth 
·wave from CORAL SEA should not be sent
against mainland targets.

SECDEF on recommendation of the CJCS:
Directed cessation of all offensive ooerations
and t:6 completely disengage all forces.
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VERBAL' ORDERS_ RELATING TO THE RESCUE OF THE 
MAYAGUEZ AND ITS CREW 

FROM JCS 

14 May 

0004 EDT to CINCPAC: 

- JCS approved attack on small boats near island and ship,
use caution around ship and carefully observe· for presence
of Americans on boats.

0048 to CINCPAC: 

- ACJCS debriefed CINCPAC and major suboidinate commanders on
the NSC meeting and provided planning guidance for military
ope�ations to recover the ship and crew.

a. At first light 15 May, US Forces will be prepared to
secure Koh Tang Island and simultane6usly board the
MAYAGUEZ.
b. Decision will be forthcoming whether to put Marines
aboard the HQLT or have the crew of the HOLT handle it.
c. Helicopter cycles will be maximized.
d. Plan limited use of Guam-based B-52s and their
related tankers for strikei against Kompong Som.
Priority of targets will be the harbor area and
military shipping.
e. Plan for_TACAIR .using CORAL SEA assets on multiple
targets, particularly patrol boats not suitable for attack by·
B-52s.
f. Plan to use US air assets based in. Thailand; however,
Thailand-bas�d assets will not be used to strike Cambodia
proper.

g. Deny Ca.mbodian naval vessels the entry into or exit

from the areas around the island and in the vicinity of the

ship.
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.VE�BAL ORDERS FROM JCS (Continued) 

14 May (continued) 

2029 to CINCPAC: 

- Do not release Navy TACAIR for.strikes· on Kompong Som
Harbor.

2032 to CINCPAC: 

- Island landing and boarding -0f �hip may· continue.

2034 to CINCPAC: 

- Use all possible communications to diver't and cancel
CORAL SEA TACAIR. May operate in accordance with
Thailand based ROE.

2044 to CINCPAC: 

2052 

2202 

- JCS directed cessation of all cyclic strike operations
from CORAL SEA immediately.

� Correction to previous order: First wave of TACAIR 
from CORAL SEA to strike M ainland -targets. BDA is to be 
made and reported .to NMCC. 

- NMCC passed on that General Sc6wcroft directed opera
. tions proceed with all CORAL SEA assets as planned. 

- DDO indicated White House dir�cted information.be
provided as to estimaie of next insertion of Marines.

3

-� .. . ···.·-. �. 

! . . . . 

- ·1 . .. ' ;

DECLASSIFIED

4... 

JCS 

\.1SG 

J 
� 
I 
. 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

-::·· ' 

�· .... _. :·�:: 

I 

I ' 

l" a • • . - ___J • • � j 

. .:.:.J. . . -� A
. -

; I • 
•, 

VERB_ll.� ORDERS FROM JtS (Continued) 

14 May �continued) 

2235 to CINCPAC: 

2344 

- Direct HOLT to send Marines to island as soon as
. possible.·

to CINCPAC: 

- Allow CORAL SEA strike currently inbound to proceed
to POL depot. All subsequent CORAL SEA efforts to be
close air support missions in support of ground security
forces on island ..

15 May 

0007 EDT to CINCPAC: 

- Request situation island - Situation as below:
USMC - no imminent danger, opposition forced back,
Jolly Green fully resisting (mortars) MG/minefields
USMC ashore consolidating.

0012 to CINCP�_c: 

- Concentrate efforts on withdrawal of Marines from
the island.

0020 to CINCPAC: 

- Informed CINCPAC that there was no' commitment to keep
the Marines on the island or to capture it. Also, that
there was interest in keeping pressure on the mainland.
and asked for an opinion regarding .useful targets
remaining in the Kompong Som complex.

0039 to CINCPAC/CINCPACFLT/USSAG/7AF (GEN BROWN. to ADM GAYLER) : · 

- Stand B-52s down �. Use TACAIR for Marines on island -
Question n�eds of Marine c.o. for reinforcements. Use ·
TACAIR as needed.
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