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A.round 9 p.m. on January 17th, Capt . Reginald V. Maisey 0£ our 3rd Security Police 
Squadron here at Bien :Joa Air Base, stoppsd by the chapel in bis jeep and picked 
me up. Earlier :in the day I had asked i f 1 might accompany him t r.at night on bis 
inspection rou."ld of the perimeter guard. ''Love to have yai , Father" he said. 
11Tfie men a:re a bit jumpy. They'll appreciate seeing a chaplain. " ~/hile accanpaeying 
Capt . Maisey on his security inspection trip that night, I noted that the men were 
much more reassured by seeing Capt . V~sey than by seeing an uncu•n1H! chaplain . 
I know ~ now. 

That night I spent about .four hours with Capt • Maisey, be1ng briefed at t.he Ccmmand 
?oat, c!riving around the per:imeter of t he base, and visiting all the posts. His 
presence visib~ reassured the men -we visited in their isolated l ocations. At 
one stop~ he climbed t.'le ladder t o vi.ai t a guard in his lonely wat-eh on a metal 
roost &omo thirty feet above the ground. At other stops,, he checked the security 
of a bunker or too placement o! a ma.ebine-gun. Along the road,, he halted the 
jeep frequently to chat- with e. 1-9 sentry. You could see that Capt . Maisey 
troubJ.ed himself tor his men. He was a profeaeional. 

At three a.m. on the )J.st of Janus.r;y,, tile Cammmiste launched their •Tet Offensive, 
aaafnst Bien Hoa Air Base. It corrmenced with a ten minute rocket banbardment that 
eent men ac~..ng :f'or protective shelter. The bombardment was followed by ent111.;1 
sapf)el" te8.ll.&S breaching the perimeter of t he Air Base on the east end. 

The next t:Une I saw Capt . Maisey. I did not reeognize him. I can ' t recall jUst 
what time it. W!lS du.ring the eventful tierning hoors 01' the '.ilst of Januaey that I 
conditiona.lly absolved md adnrl.nistered the La.et Rites to an of'!ieerwho was 
dead on arrival at t he dispensary. I do remember someone at a:ie. t.ime informing 
me that capt. Maisey had been killed at Bunker' Hill 10. tater m the day• I 
unzipped the heavy canvas ~ conta.:ifting Capt . Maisey'' e rema.ins. I -reeogn:ized 
hjm as the r:ian I had anointed ecu.-lie-r that. mom.mg. The story of Capt •. Maisey 
and Bunker F.ilJ. 10 is one wortlh remembering. 

Bunker HilJ. 10 is a. re.in:f'oreed eooerete stl'Uoture,. btd'lt many .yea.rs a~ b.1 the 
Franch.. It is situated on the edge of the ea¢ periln'eter road, a few hundred 
yards beyund the end ot air runway. lnmel;iiately at'ter the roeket attack the 
mcming of the 31st, a large numbe.r ot well-anne4, pajama-clad c.omm.mist. troops 
penetmted the fence north~at of Bunker Hill 10. T'aey spilled out mto -the 
fields to the lei't and front or the old French bunker. The e~ &Ubj ected 
Bunker Rill 10 to t..Jae moat intense fire powr ;Unaginable, usjng their au__tanatic 
weapons, as well as the devaatat.i.~ and <iestructi ve RPG-2 and P..PG-7 J.'Oekets. 
At the outset ot 'the battle, Bunker Hill 10 wae maimed b;y tw Security- Policemen, 
Sgts. ?feal Tuggle and Mar8hall Gott, and e.n augmentee, UC Neil Behnlce . 

~·'hen the en~ attack startoo, Capt._ Maisey- was at the western end or the base . 
He immediately sped in hict jeep to the Central Security Carm?and Post. Realbing 
how ~ritical holding Bunker Hill 10 was, Capt . Maisey volunteered to go there to 
direct the de!t!lnse ~ that area. Shortly thereaf'tert he arri"f'ed at the bunker 
and took charge of the small bar¥! of men from the 3rd Security f>olke Squadron 
in t he vicinity of Bunker Hill 10. The C0ttmmiiats atta(Sked the bunker vitJl a 
vengeance. They lmev i't was the key to overrunning the east end of the field, 
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• ::!.nc gai."ling access to the planes on the flight line, t he mai.~tenance hangers, 
and other vital areas of the air base . l'he enenw hit Dunker Hill 10 with 
everything they had . About twelve direct, rocket hits at point- blar..k range 
were reco!'ded by t he enetzy". Cn top of t he bunker, one rocket put Sgt . Tuggle 1 s 
machine-gun cut of action. Sgt. Tuggle wnt below, grabbed another weapon, 
.::i.nd continued to fight fror.i within the bunker. The a~nt~Je, AlC Behnke,, 
remained on top of the bunker, a:!d continued to fL'"'e his M- 16 at the enemy 
enveloping t he bu.'lker. 

Capt . & .isey seemed to be eve~.rwhere . To direct and concentrate the fire power 
of t he twenty or so Security Policemen in tiia general area on the eneiey- that 
wa.s within 200 f eet of t he bl;J'.ker, he constantly exposed himself t c danger. 
To canmunicate by radio with the Security Comr..and Post, Capt . Maisey had to leave 
the relative security cf the bunker and C..'C..t:JOSe h.Unseli" to enemy fire.. He did 
t l:lis t hroughout tr~e battle. .4bove the noise of the battle, he yelled orders 
and dire ctions t o the men aroimd r.im. Hi s voice instilled confidence and 
bolstered the morale of ·the beleaguered defenders of the bunker. 

At a t:ime when bravery was COJ!llX>n, Ca.pt . Maisey' s bravery under fire was uncommon 
and contagious. Though the saall band of men did not know it, their position 
at t imes was eu?'I'Ol.mded by VC. Capt. Naisey and the other men continued firing . 
'fh.ey kept the e?lEl?l\Y pinned. down not too .far f r om their original point ot penetration . 
~:o one know how many eDat\V' were killed by the men defendillg Bunker ~ill 10 . 
~.f'ter t he battle,, over sixty dead i/C were found nearby. 

'.!'he bravecy of the .men in But:..kcr Hill 10 was m.utehee by tb~ incredible valor of 
other men of the Jrd Socuritl" Police Squadron. Sgts. William Piazza and James 
Loe did the il::lpossible. Through a withering .f'iald of ene:zzy- fire, they drove a 
truck back tQ the base armory, loaded it with needed snmunitian, and returned 
to "the ir e.xpoaed position on the north perimet\}r road . Frt'l.m theiie, they proceeded 
to drive south a.cross what would seem an impassable field - a field alive with 
VC. The men dauntlessly drov~ right u p to the beseiged Bunker Hill 10, and 
unaer constmt enem;r tire resupplied the def enders of the bunker with enough 
ammunition to enable them to cont:inue the fight. When one knows the terrain 
t hese men passed throug.1-i, and remembers the contusion at the time, and the danger 
of their cargo, he stands in ave at their courap:eous teat. It seems impossible . 
Bl.Lt brave een made the impossible possible . 

The bra vast of the brave wa Capt. 1".aisey. He fearlessly f o~t him.self 1 and 
rallied, encouraged, a.nd direeted his men in the area. At aie point, while 
outside t he bunker relaying info:nnation to the Security Command Post ~ radio ,, 
he suddenly ealled out - or •m hittt - and after a pause, he c ontinued talking 
t-o the Security Cazmand Post, apprising them .of t he battle eituation. 

At 4 :30 a .m. that :s:>ming cf t he 31st of Januaxy, while Cap:. • .Maisey was outside 
the bunker ,, a direct rocket hit ended hitJ life . He fell ai the fiel d of batt le . 
But his men fought on. '!'hey never gave up. When the battle ended around noon. 
the men of t.he .3rd Security Police Squadron still held Bunker Hill 10. The 
enemy never overran th is pi votal point ot t.he base's defense. 
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Some men ha.ve asked whetr.ier an Air Force installation he.ts ever b~fore been exposed 
to such a sus·tained end severe ground attack . That question is best left for 
A.ii• Force historians to answer. UnqUestionably,, it was:?~ brutal, i;Javage f ight . 
Bec~use of the valor and courage of a few uncamtio?"'.ly brave men, the fight never 
progres~d beyond a few hundred yards of Bunker "4ill 10. The 3rd Security Police 
Squadron suffered only two .men killed in action, a.nd 14 wounded. 

W~1t wculd have happened if Bunker Rill 10 had fallen? Would the enemy have 
gained control of a part of the b ase,. or penetrated t he eastern cantonment area? 
1 don •t kn: .. w. I don ' t think anyone retUJy knows. Thanks to the brave.17 and 
courage of men l~ Gapt . Ma.i5ey, we shall never know the qnsrner to that 
hypothetical qu-0ist..ion. 

'l'he courage under ho&tile fire of t h e .an of t he .3rd Security Polic~ Squadron 
a.t Bi.en Roa Air Base, under eoi":1IICtl1Cl of tt. Col K. D. Miller - and especialq the 
valor of t he men at Bunker Hill 10, is known to only- a fev. I doubt whether 
rut.ure military history teJ!l'ts will devote ma.n;r pages to thi~ episode~ It will 
never have the drattiatic .impaQt of the J.meriean aGS&llt on He.art:break Ridge 
dt,tl"ing tro Korean War. But t he battle ot t he )1st or January 'tlill be long 
remembered by those or us who 'Were at Bien Hoa that f ateful morning. 

Was Capt . Maisey a pt:t.rrl;iaul arly religiou:11 man? I don' t lqlow. "Greater love 
than this oo man has. tb.at one l a.y d._o.wn hi$ lite ·ro.r tlis friends .• (Jn. 15,13) 
I t Clfriat measures ill by charity, t hen Capt . Maisey was too big a man to 
stand measuring. I war r;q Air Force unifonn just a little more proud.:cy t hese 
days because of men like Capt, . Maisey. 

Ch, Capt, Dalalrl J. Sheehan 
Bien ffli!>& Air Base 

BATTLE OF BIEN HOA 
BUNKER HILL-10

 
 

DONALD J. SHEEHAN, 
Catholic Chaplain, Captain, USAF

TET 31 JAN 1968 
BIEN HOA AIR BASE

 
 

 
 

VIETNAM SECURITY POLICE ASSOCIATION, INC. (USAF)

 
 

Page 3 of 3


	bh-bunker-hill-10_sheehan-donald_ch_3_uncommon-valor_tet-1968-letter-report_to_ltc-kenton-miller_co-3rd-sps
	bh-10_ltc-miller-kent_journal_tet-1968_pg_13_1-of-3_ch-sheehan_uncommon-valor
	bh-10_ltc-miller-kent_journal_tet-1968_pg_13_2-of-3_ch-sheehan_uncommon-valor
	bh-10_ltc-miller-kent_journal_tet-1968_pg_13_3-of-3_ch-sheehan_uncommon-valor




