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Account of the Da Nang AB Sapper Attack, July 1, 1965
by: Mike Bush, (MSgt, USAF Security Police - Retired)

I'm Mike Bush, (MSgt, USAF Security Police - Retired). Jack Brokaw [past president of the Air force Security Forces
Association] informs me that you would like to publish the letter that I wrote which outlines the circumstances
surrounding the death of SSgt Terry K. Jensen at Da Nang Air Base during the attack that took place there on 1 July,
1965. Thank you for the opportunity to contribute. The letter follows below.

9 July, 1997
To: CMSgt Jim Calcutt,
48 FW PSC 41
Box 2603, APO AE 09464
From: MSgt (Ret) Michael K. Bush

CMSgt Calcutt,

I served in Viet Nam at Da Nang Air Base From August 1964 to August 1965. I fought in the action against
the NVA and elements of the Viet Cong on 1 July 1965, during which SSgt Terry K. Jensen was killed.

I was part of the Strike Team Reaction Force that counter attacked to sweep through to the south end
of the base during that action. Terry was my friend, and he died fighting valiantly in the best tradition
of the Security Police (then known as "Air Police").

The following is a brief account of the circumstances that led to Terry's death. The details are
accurate - I was there, and those memories are as fresh in my dreams now as the night they occurred:
1 July 1965.

I was a young SSgt assigned to the armory during the day shift, and was also assigned to the teams
that provided security in the field during classified reconnaissance drone recovery operations.

I "hit the sack" around 2300 hours, 30 June, 1965. At approximately 0132 hours, 1 July, 1965, the
first incoming mortar rounds hit the base on the South end of the runway and aircraft parking area,
where the alert F-102 interceptor aircraft, and two C-130 flare ships were parked. Later, Monkey
Mountain Radar reported that the NVA had six mortar rounds in the air before the first round
impacted - they were very good!

The mortar fire then shifted (they reportedly had three mortar tubes working us over) and started
"walking" fire up the flight line...

The "Sapper" attack on the south end of the base occurred as follows:

The NVA (guided by local VC) had infiltrated the southeast perimeter through five holes cut in the
perimeter fence. Their strength was estimated at approximately 60 personnel. The main force
consisted of "hard-core" NVA--not VC. We knew this at once because of the sound of AK-47 fire.
At that time, only the NVA carried the AK-47 -- not the VC..

After successfully infiltrating the base perimeter undetected, the enemy force grouped behind two
large concrete revetments area, in which two C-130 flare ships were parked. There, they waited for
the mortars to open up. That would be their signal to begin their attack.

When the mortar fire began, the NVA force advanced in assault under their own fire across the
taxiway. As they moved past the revetments, the NVA ripped open the fuel cells in the C-130's with
automatic weapons fire, threw grenades into the fuel and fired the aircraft, destroying them. A team
of NVA worked their way around behind the alert F-102's, and fired either RPG's or 57mm recoilless
rife rounds up the engine exhaust pipes of three of the aircraft, destroying them.
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