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"members want to grow the pack.
"We're really lookingfor some of the fellows

who have been in Kosovo or IraqorAfghanistaIi
like to become involved. with us, "said Alan DriScon,the
group'streasureri who served as adog·haridler in Vietnam.
Within. the next fevyyears, the organization hopes to con-

structa b~onze~~tl1e lit Fort Belvoir, Va., featuring br.eeds
thenillit8rYhaS fllwl'ed.sinceWorld War I,including.a Ger-.' .• ...........> ... ' .maIFshepher~,:Labrad.orre-

Gr~n.pnQP~S,:~v~I=Ma:~;:~~COllto honorsaid.Avault~, as well as
a book for public viewing, will

canines. and. ~h:~=~:,O~:~~tld
th . h ill" Theprojeet, estimated toelr· an ers cost between $3 million and

$5 million, was part of the
2008 Defense Authoriz;:ttion Act. Driscoll saidbis group has
about $150,000 on hand and is seeking corporate sponsors.
The idea,Driscoll said,"became very important;tothe Viet-

nam war handlers because their dogs are all classified as
equipment. When we left, all those dogs were destroyed."

ed dUring Vietnain,·J)riscoll said..
Of those ,fewer. than 200 came back, he said. . .•
Under legi$lation pal:W~ in 2000, retiredmilitlfl'y dogs

arerequirell,p~.pt;t~~.pJOl'lid.?ption. '. •.... ;.. .
The num.ber· of dogs iliathave served:Ii),Iraq.and

Afghanistanisn't publicly available,' acoordingto 'officials
with the Defense peJ?artment's]\1jlitaryWorlcirigDpg Pro-'"
gram at LacklandAit Foree Base, Thxas: :But officia1s$aid
about 1,750 dogs serve in the program worldwide. Many as-
sist troops with security patrols ·and explosives detection ..
Army Sgt. 1st Class Eugene Sielagoski, who served as a

dog handler in Iraq in 2003-04, welcomed the idea.
"I know some people will say, 'They're just an animal,'"

he said. "That doesn't work with dogs because they're our
partners and companions. He's doing a job just like any
other troop because he's saving lives."
For more information on how to get involved, visit

http://www.nwdm.org or contact Alan Driscoll at
rdx65@comcast.net.
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