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HEY are American soldiers LixDA MCMAREN It turned out to be a good decision.
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one hundred years, In fhct, sver since
Warld Wer II, war dogs, properly
known as military working dogs, have
pierved in every branch of the U3
military.

War Dogs “Over Thara"

Although dogs have been used by
the US military sinse the Civil War,
the United States had no formal war
dog program antil Werld War I1.
During Warld War I, dogs weere used
primarily for rescuing the wounded. If
& soldier was unconseious, these
rescue doge, which were trained not to
bark, would inform medical personnel
that the soldier was injured by
bringing thern his helmet, The dog
would then lead medics to the
wounded man, Large breeds worked
a8 ambulance dogs, pulling two-
whesled carts across devastated flelds
or tugging seldiers out of harm's way.

One of the most famous World War
I rescue doge was a French Red Croas
dog named Captain. This brave war
dog ance located thirty wounded
soldiors in o single day. But in order to
fully understand how amazing this
was, ane must understand the horrific
conditions of a World War I bettle
field, where only a few hundred yards
separated enemies whoe were dug into
rat-infested trenches surrounded by
barbed wire. Many of the wounded lay
in those few hundred yards, and
during the night the dogs would ceawl | !
through this field, amid bombs, !
gunfire, shrapnel, poisonous gas
caristers, and dead bodies, to save
wonnded soldiers. |

One American dog whe won fame
for his exploits in World War I was
owned by John Robert Conray, o
young American soldier. In 1917,
Conray defied army regulations and
smuggled his stray bulltertier, pit-bull
mix named Stobby onto his troop ship.

< Although this 1917 US
Army recrultmaat posber
shows a canine recruiler,
the United States did not
have an oficial war dog
program in place until

1942, During Werkd War I,
Amarican soddlers vens
forced fo obfaln thedr war
diogs from other ABed

armigs fighling in Europe.
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Stubby's notoriety grew as the
102n4d Infaniry fought its way through
France. After Btabby was wounded by
shrapnel, the women of Chitea-
Thierry made him a blanket, and it
became a custom to pin medals on it
When Conroy and Stubby returned
home, Stubby's popularity incrensed.
The brave military dog was awarded a
medal by Genaral John J. Perahing,

I a soldier was unconscious, rescue dogs,
which were trained not to bark, would
inform medical personnel that the scldier
was injured by bringing them his helmet.
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the commander of the Amerioan
Expeditionary Forces, and Stubby
received a lifetime membership in the
American Legion. Not bad for a stray
from Connectient. Vet for all of
Seabby's publicity, most dogs of World
War I were considersd “mercy dogs,”
oot “war dogs,” and their contributions
were largely forgatten by history.
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hera bn 1942, Stubby Is
wearing his misitary

medals om a blanksi i
made for him by the
women of the Franch

boverm of Chiibeau-Thisrry.  Warld War |1,

The Amarican War Dog
and World War i

Fallowing Werld War 1, the United
States downsized its military and
dishanded its meager and unofficial
canine force. Then came Decemnbor
Teh, 1841, and with it came a jarring
realization; military working dogs
ware meeded anee again.

At that time, the only military
warking dogs America had were aled
dogs in Alaska, Newfoundlond,
Greenland, and Ieeland; they were

A Wiar dogs Wk this and, geen here keeping his handler company
on Guam In 1544, wers highly valuad by the US Marines during

being ased for transportation and to
locate missing pilots. In the United
States, however, & private srganize-
tion, Dogs for Defense, was scon
established to recruit dogs for military
use from farmiliss across America.
Americans responded by donating
dogs of many breeds. In the midst of
war, it was & patriotic nct to volunteer
& canine member of one’s own family
to the service of the country,

Another impoertant supplior of dogs
to the US military's War Dog Program
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Ing, pictured hare atter being wounded by shrapnal in the

fighting on two Jima, sérned 6 some of the bisodias! batthes of World War il

was the Doberman Pinacher Club of
Amorica, Dobermans quickly became
pesociated with the US Marines, and
the marines actually gave the dogs a
rank. Beginning their service as
privates, the dogs received their fivst
promotion after three months, They
recoived another promation every
year, and along with thelr marine
handlers, these highly intelligent dogs
ware called upon to serve in some of
the bloodiest and most horrific battles
of World War 1,

Working in war zones took 4 heavy
toll on all the different breeds of dogs
used by the US military during World
War II. In New Guinea the heat and
humidity caused their pava to swall,
while heat exhaustion and hookworm
infestations hit them hard. Sent to
Warth Africa by ahip, they sulfered
blistered paw pads from the ships' hot
decks. Ticks and parasites, &s well as
bad water and predatory animals,
were a constant threat; yet the dogs,
like their humen handlers, perse-
vered. From Caleutta to Burma and
into China they saved lives. The dogs'
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ability to seent enemies made them a
strong asset for every unit lucky
encugh to have them, and the marines
gave their dogs this glowing report:

S Thhey have given consistently
excellent performance. Japanese
persanne! could be detected at one
thousand yards depending on terrain
and wind cordition, and [the dogs]
wene very effective diuring amphibious
lendings detecting the snemy on the
beach and in undergrowth.”

On the front lnes, in foxhaloes, or
walking point in dense jungles,
military working dogs were invaluahls
during Warld War II. They wers
rappelled down mountains and
parachuted with supplies for search
and rescue missions. The larger
bireeds, such as the husky, carrisd
heavy loads, including 30-caliber
machine guns, into dense jungle areas,
The war dogs of World War 1T did it
all. They were messenger dogs, rescue
dogs, sled dogs, pack dogs, paratroop-
ars, and unit moral suppert dogs.

Ome of the most famous dogs of
World War II was namiéd Chips, Chips
was a bona fide mutt. A German
shepherd, husky, and sollie mix, he
was i donated family dog from New
York. Initially sent with his handler,
US Armay PVT John P. Rewell, to
Maorth Africa in 1942, he saved the

lves of many US soldiers, including
Private Rowell, Once, when Rowell
found himaelf assaulted by enemy
maching gun fire from a deeply
entreniched pillbox, Chips broke his
leash, dove straight into the pillbax,
and after a few agonizing minutes
reappepred with an enemy soldier
firmly clasped in his jaws and at least
three more surrendering soldiers in
tow, Chips suffered powder burns and
other minor wounds, but later that
s diy, B sl managed to alert
Private Howell to the approach of ten
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The Right Stuff

into the War Dog Program that balonged to cne of about seven different

mh.mdwel;hadh-twmﬁomrmdd;htypum&-
The dog ultimately foond most suitable for military service was the
German shepherd. Becauss of its size, intelligence, temperament, and

Chips’ heroics
garnered him the
Purple Heart and

the Silver Star.
b e e e s Y

enetny soldiers, allowing him to take
them priscner as well.

Chips’ hervics garnered him the
Purple Heart and the Silver Star, both
of which were later taken away
becanse Congreas felt that bestowing
such medals upon & dog detracted
from their significance. Becnuse of
Chips’ medin publicity, however, hia
awards were never publicly revoked.
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dependability, as well as its sdaptability to extremes of climate, the
German shepherd has come to be regarded as the ideal war dog. —J5

At the end of World War II, the War
Department made arrangements for
donated four-focted heroes like Chips
to b returned to their families, used
a8 olmpany massots, trained as
service dogn, or given to their han-
dlars. At peace for only a short time,
the US military virtuslly dishanded
the War Dog Program, and Ameérica's
arsenal of military dogs soon consisted
of only coe small undt, which was wsed
mainly for shows and parades,

War Dogs in Korsa and Vistnam

In 1950, the Korean War once again
croated o need for military working
dogs. In Kores, military doga were

used primarily for night patrols,
whers they once again proved their
value, The North Koreans and the
Chiness hated American war dogs,
The doge” suweess at ambushing
gnipers, penetrating enemy lines, and
scenting enemy positions made them
prime targets for the enemy, and thers
were numerous reports of the North
Kareans using loudspeskers to
broadeast the message: “Yankee—take
your dog and go home!®

Night wns when the scout dogs
warked best. A dog would alert his
handler to the approaching enemy; the
unit would set up an smbush in the
dark, and the trap would be set. One
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